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WOMEN, 

îffc. ' ^ 

AGE OF rotjis XVI# 

TTN prq)ortion as political events be- 
■*- come less important, the manners 
and customs of society acquire a higher 
value; and claim our attention sa mucif 
the more, as developing the causes of 
that re-action^ which they produceurpoa- 
the minds which they have emrvatedy 
2ind upon the conduct^ of individuals, in 
those gre^t convulsions, which succeed 
to a long period of public tranquillity. 
The reign of Louis XYli furniàhes . aiL 
illustration of this remark. 

I am compelled to enter into some 
historical detail relative to the com- 
mencement and the misfortunes of thiâ 

VOL. in. B 
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reign; for women have contributed so 
much to these misfortunes, and have 
played so tfctive part in these events, 
that it is impossible to write upon wo- 
man without retracing some of the 
transactions. 

The conclusion of the reign of Louis XV. 
and the beginning of that of Louis XVL 
present nearly the same picture. There 
are, however, some shaded of difference, 
which I shall endeavour to explain.' 
The reader must indulge me therefore 
in the relation of some particulars, which 
may perhaps appear minute, and which 
rather belong to the province of history 
than to this species of writing. I have 
already remarked that under Louis XV. 
every thing appeared to decline: under 
Louis XVL they continued in a declining 
state. 

The actions, the behaviour, the writ- 
ings of women necessarily assume 
the complexion of their times; in the 
days of chivalry we behold them 
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heroines; but among us moderns tsrc 
have scarcely any other characters than 
little misses*. 

When paintings are defective wc 
should censure the models, and not the 
painter, who ought ever to be faithfuL 



THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN UPON MAN* 
NERS IN THE REIGN OF LOUIS XVI. 

In a monarchical state the character and 
pursuits of the sovereign always influence 
the manners of his people. 

In France the habit of imitation is so 
strong, that when the court ceases to dic- 
tate fashions and customs to the capital, 
and through that to the provinces, the 
people seek them among foreigners. It 
was towards the latter end of the reign 
of Louis XV. and the beginning of that 
of Louis XVL that Anghmania estab- 
lished itself in France. 
* Literature alone ha^ distmguiehed some females. 
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The aid king sought only repose, and 
his youthful successor was more inclined 
to live as the head of a private family 
than as a king, who had every thing at 
his command. Nor is this remark upon 
Anglomania to be deemed puerile. Among 
the French, where everything seems ra- 
ther to engage the eye than the under- 
standing, forms, dress and customs 
have much more influence than else- 
where; and in a country where all is 
trick, splendour is a source of reverence, 
and ceremony is the bulwark of power. 

Louis XVI. dispensed with the impo- 
sing forms of show and ceremony; and 
incalculable evils sprung from his con- 
duct, which were increased by the in- 
fluence of women; for it will appear diat 
by a striking contradiction, the least gal- 
lant of her kings delivered France into 
the hands of women. 
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THE EFFECT OF MANNEÏlS UPON POLITI- 
CAL evejNTsj and the changes of 

POWER, 

I HAVE described the situatTon of \vt)inen 
âuring the reign of Louis XV. as un- 
favourable. I think I have demonstrated 
that systematic endeavours were used to 
disparage the sex. A king possessing 
all the advantages of Francis the first 
hiinself, would have found it extremely 
difficult, to have revived a spirit of gal- 
lantry ; and Louis XVL was the monarch 
the least qualified for such an undertak- 
ing, by his manners, tastç, or habits. 
Blunt and open in his disposition, and 
tenderly attached to one woman alone, 
he respected the rest of the sex, but 
took no pains to please them. Had he 
filled the throne in times less corrupt, 
Louis XVI. would iiave been held up as 
an example^ and as an encourager of 
good morals. » Our good* forefathers 
would have esteemed, admiredj and 
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without doubt have imitated him. But 
icommencing his reign in a period of 
general dissipation; he could neither re- 
store virtuous manners by his individual 
example; nor re-animate the spirit of gal- 
lantry by his taste or his address, which 
had rather an opposite tendency. Re- 
volting from the scenes which presented 
themselves to his view, his disgust be- 
came a species of misanthropy. He at- 
tempted to render popular that morality 
which he himself cherished, and to re- 
store the dignity of the throne, for which 
he secretly sighed; but he soon despaired 
of success. Wearied with the useless 
effort, he suflFered the etiquette of his 
court, for which he had discovered a 
propensity in the early part of his reign, 
. gradually to diminish. The contempt 
of ceremony and parade which naturally 
followed, stamped a value on plain man- 
ners, and soon brought them into fashion. 
The women even countenanced this 
change pf manners, unconscious of th« 
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injuries they were creating for" them- 
selves. The fashion attained to such a 
height, that courtiers, almost ashamed of 
the decorations which they had obtained 
and had, so much coveted, with reluc- 
tance condescended to wear them. They 
aflfected even a curtailment in the splen- 
dour of their appearance. ^The highest 
of the nobility dressed in the same style 
as their valets: at the play and in all pub- 
lic places they appeared in an undress 
frock and boots; their unceremonious 
mannerssoonbeclme in unison with their 
appearance; and in thus neglecting the 
respect due to the public, they levelled 
all distinctions in society. A female was 
now scarcely noticed by the men, who 
would converse by themselves in her 
presence; and the passing salutation of a 
nod was slightly afforded to her; In the 
times of Louis XV. men were sufficiently 
dissipated; but they at least retained sonie 
appearance of respect for old age and the 
fwsex. In the reign of Louis XVL 
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they were not only depraved, but there 
remained among tibem scarcdy a shadow 
of poHtcness. Such a state of things 
iras the most repugnant to the condition 
of women. Some ladies at court, and 
in Paris, were desirous, by the iinâuence 
of their age and consequence, to oppose 
the progress of this revolution in man- 
ners. They were permitted to speaks 
The younger part of the sex, rather from 
instinct than from pride, felt that in 
fact their situation in society had become 
far from flattering} but fashion beck- 
oned them on; an4 such is sometimes 
the depravity of morals, that we prefer 
becoming actu^y degraded, rather than 
combat the force of ridicule» 

The Queen, when she ascended the 
throne, possessing wit and beauty, with 
an anxious desire to render herself agree* 
able to the French, and with an intuitive 
gracefulness, which was not unfolded 
until after sKe had become accustomed 
to French eloquence, had the great me» 
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rit, arising from natiu^ dli^pmitiony 
from respect for the king, and the dig- 
fiity o£ the throne which she shared 
with him, to discountenance entirely 
this new system of manners. She would 
ff equently even make it the subject of 
her ridicule. She was early convinced 
of the injurious tendency of the inde* 
corous customs which prevailed in so- 
ciety. Educated by a mother as much 
distinguished for her understanding as 
for her virtues and character, she felt as 
a womasi her sdf-love nftertlfied; and as 
a queen, she was sensible of the dero* 
gation of her dignity. Accustomed, 
also, from her infancy to listen to details 
of the magnificence of Louiâ, of the 
* splendour of France, and of the gallantry 
of that amiable nation, so &U of vene* 
ration for the female sex; she looked 
around her for a confirmation of this 
brilliant description, which her own ima» 
^nation had still further enibellished} 
but she found no resemblance to the 
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Jî^ttcring picture. She perceived how- 
ever, that she had not been misinform- 
ed ; but that^ good taste and good morals 
were daily declining. She made some 
efforts to restore that courteous grace of 
manners, the mere recollection- of which 
delighted her. 

Some fêtes, of which she constituted 
the chief ornament, shed a momentary- 
lustre on the court; but this re-establish- 
ment of the ancient manners, and cere- 
monies of state was only temporary. The 
fêtes ended; and the Queen was scarcely 
ever seen again in public. She became 
secluded among a few select friends, 
who rather loved her as an individual, than 
courted her as a queep, and who per- 
mitted her in the monotonous tranquil- 
lity of private life to forget the splen* 
dour of her throne. This conduct is 
perhaps the only error which, ought to 
be laid to -the charge of this party of 
the Queen's friends, who have been too 
much caluiQniated. The Queea thus 
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imperceptibly and gradually fell into the 
general bias, which favoured an easy life 
of private simplicity. She added an- 
other fault to this by sometimes appear- 
ing publicly at Paris, pa^y as a private 
individual and partly as a sovereign. 
The people doubted whçther to receive 
her with acclamation as a Queen, or 
otherwise; and this hesitation grew into 
a custom. In a short time this circum- 
stance was malignantly attributed to the 
disregard of the people, though it actually 
arose from the embarrassment of their 
not knowing the person of the Queen. 
She forgot, that if the French loved their 
king^, they also loved the pomp which 
should encompass them; and that, from 
a feeling inherent in our nature, we ima- 
gine that the object of our homage can 
never be too brilliantly or too preciously 
adorned. 

On the other hand the King, who had 
quitted his usual habits, solely to please 
the Queen, returned to his private mode 
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of life. He ^ent in study, or readings 
aU those hours, which were not occu- 
pied by his family or his council. Hunt* 
iiig was his sole diversion, and he ad- 
mitted only five or six courtiers to joia 
him in the chase, thus diminishing even 
in this respect the magnificence of these 
pleasures, which in the times of his pre- 
decessors were accompanied with so 
much splendour. 

Every thing seemed to conspii'e to 
strip the throne of its dignities. St. 
Germain destroyed the mansion of the 
King; and by that means succeeded in 
drawmg from the court a necessary de-* 
gree of pomp. This change, without yet 
attacking the royal power, caused the 
disappearance of its attributes. Versailles 
became a vast desart; excepting on Sun- 
day mornings not an individual was to 
be seen there; and in the afternoon even 
of that day every one flew to Paris. The 
moment that the courtiers quitted the 
palace, the King took his solitary walk^ 
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ând the Queen repaired to Trianon. The 
krmcT seeined to be weary of offering 
their homage, and thelattcr of receiving 
it. If we scaight in this magnificent 
palace its soverdg^s, their attendants, 
or their court, all were vanished, and 
the present eclipse of the court seemed 
to prognosticate the future. 

Sometimes the King joined the Queen 
and her party at the delightful retreaf 
of Trianon. Here, where he passed some 
happy and tranquil days, he appeared ra- 
ther as an opulent individual at his coun- 
try seat, than the descendant of the 
Bourbons, surrounded by the nûracles 
which Louis XIV. had created. 



THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN AT COURT. 

As the Queen exercised supreme autho- 
rity over the mind of the King, and as 
the Countess de Pol ... . maintained an 
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ascendancy over that of the. Queen, it 
may be said that women reigned; but it 
was without splendour. The sovereignty 
had neither the .dazzling brilliancy of a 
system of favouritism, nor the imposing 
character of a divided authority. It was 
nothing more than an assumed influence, 
obtained rather by the attractions of fe- 
minine charms and tenderness, than pur- 
chased by great qualities, or profound in- 
trigues; and it bestowed upon the pos- 
sessors neither temporary -importance, 
nor future fame. 

M. de Galonné appeared in the political 
hemisphere; a man of sound understand- 
ing, and amiable manners, endowed with 
every quality which could recommend 
him to the favour of women, but essen- 
tially deficient in those traits of conduct 
and character necessary to counteract 
their inconstancy, and that of the court. 
Gifted with a fertile imagination, and 
"desirous of applying strong remedies to 
desperate evils; the rapidity of his con- 
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ceptîon did not allow him sufficient time 
to perceive their impediments; and thus 
his plans not being sufficiently digested, 
the difficulties which he experienced in 
their execution frequently furnished the 
means of triumph to his enemies. The first 
idea of an impost upon timber, and of 
a territorial impost, saved the state; the 
second plan of the notables shook it ; and 
the dismissal of this minister completely 
overthrew it. The Queen from her edu- 
cation and disposition, was naturally 
struck with every thing which assumed 
a magnificent character. She was at 
first captivated with the brilliant fame 
for the King, which the project of the 
notables held forth; soon however thef 
difficulties of its execution alarmed her; 
and the intrigues of Cardinal de Lé- 
monie, who was also supported by wo- 
men, finally overturned it. It \vas cu- 
rious to observe the struggles of these 
two rivals, each supported by an army 
of women, who espoused tlieir cause* 
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The Cardinal, more crafty, acnd less 
addicted to his pleasures, planned his 
schemes with most address, and won: 
the battle. The Queen was gained over j 
and in a short time that princess regard*- 
ing M. de Calonne merely as a man of 
wit, dangerous on account of his levity, 
so far from befriending him with the 
King, hastened his ruin by abandoning, 
him*. 

She was undoubtedly deceived in a 
cruel manner; but if her conduct in this 
instance is reprehensible, her motives 
were by no means so. Her objects were 
to establish the glory of the King, and 
to discover some sure remedy against 
the dangers which threatened France. 
It was in vain that she possessed a natu- 
ral strength of mind, and more discern- 
ment in matters of importance, than has 
been attributed to her: it was easy to a 

* He had often predicted to the king himself^ 
that he should have much difficulty in supportmg 
himseL against his enemies. 
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man of the cardinar» crafty mind to per- 
suade this princess, that the plans of Ri- 
de Calonne would prove fatal; and that 
those which he wished to substitute in 
their stead, were more conformable to 
that firmness, which it was necessary to 
display agdnst the several parties, already 
too much agitated. 

It was not, therefore, the spirit of in- 
trigue that led the queen into this error, 
In what fespect could it promote her 
interest? Her influence over the mind 
of the king was established in a manner 
not to be shaken. Whether M* de 
Calonne or the cardinal had the king's 
ear, she would not possess the less in- " 
fluence. She could not be considered 
in the character of a temporary favourite, 
reigning under the protection of a minis- 
ter while he remained in office. No, 
she was deceived ; and, unhappily, the 
whole tf ain of circumstances conspired 
to mislead her. I repeat, that whatever 
was grand and brilliant in the project- 

VOL. III. c 
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of M* de Calonne was a source of pica- 
sure to the queen j but the innovators^ 
promptly availing themselves of the op- 
portunity which this first step afforded 
them, promulgated with audacity their 
destructive ideas of government; and 
[ the queen became /terrified at a picture, 
which the enemies of M. de Calonne did 
not fail to render even more frightful 
than it really was. The native dignity 
of this princess, and her remorse at the 
probable alarming consequences of this 
project, ought surely to have induced 
her to have rejected with disdain all idea 
of resorting to force, which the cardinal 
proposed, without having either means 
or talents to direct that force. His inca- 
pacity was fnlly illustrated by the explo- 
sion of the 14th of July 1789, which was 
accelerated by his imprudence. 

Thus it was that in a certain degree 
the revolution was accomplished by the 
influence of women. 
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«îfi CONDUCT OF WOMEN AT THE DAWN 
OP THE REVOLUTION* 

If the misconduct and pusillanimity of 
the CQji^t had been for a length of time 
produdhg its own misfortunes, the state 
of society iu' Paris had been equally in- 
strumental in preparing the way for the- 
new order of things. 

Never did women exhibit a more med- 
dling disposition relative to public affairs 
than at that very period, when the im^ 
portance of political events should have 
iinposed upon them a system of retire-* 
ment and silence. Three individuals - 
were for a considerable time conjointly 
in favour with the cabinet and with the 
female cabals. These three rivals, were 
M. Neckcr, M. de Galonné^ aud the car- 
dinal Lomenie. In fact M. de Calonne 
was already in disgrace, the cardinal 
governed, and the elevation of M.Necker ^ 
was merely in agitation. The position 
of the riv^ prevented an open rupture j 
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but as the principal auxiliaries of these 
ministers were women, the conqueror 
could enjoy no tranquillity, the van- 
quished was denied resignation, and he, 
who had no other resources than hope, 
was doomed to a state of resdess agita- 
tion. Women are never dejected in ad- 
versity, nor tranquil in prosperity; and 
to the silence of hope they are perfect 
strangers*. 

At this period three distinct parties 
of well known women were notoriously 
in a state of warfare, with more or 
less energy combating each other, either 
secretly or openly, as circumstances al- 
lowed. 

A fourth party, still morq mischievous, 
was that of those women who were sim- 
ply desirous of change. 

They had no particular chief to serve j 
they were, however, zealous in their cn- 

* There is of course no peace for their depen* 
dants; and whoever attempts to serve himself by 
the influence of woznea becomes their slave. 
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deavours to overthrow the existing go- 
vernment at the price of any sacrifice: 
thdr aim was disorganization; they 
were directed by the deceitful lights of 
the new philosophy, and their leaders 
were men who, having neither wealth 
nor reputation to lose, had seduced 
these females to their own level, and 
employed them as the most effectual 
instruments of their revolutionary 
schemes. 



THlt INFLUENCE OF WOMEN UPON PUBLIC 
. OPINIONS 

A CERTAÎN writer has observed, with 
considerable asperity,— " If you arc 
s^nxious to propagate new opinions, you 
should address them to the women: 
they will easily adopt your sentiments, 
for they are ignorant; they will publish 
them widely, for they are volatile; and 
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they will maintain them strenuously, far 
they are obstinate/' 

It must be confessed that, in France 
'particularly they exercise an almost ha- 
bitual infiuence over public opinion* 
Umpires of fashion, and of every novelty 
blether fnivolc^s or important, they 
are the inquisitors of the sentiments of 
the drawing room where they are sove- 
reigns; and where whoever is desirous 
of pleasing them must regulate his 
conduct by their opinion. Thus a French- 
man becomes a man of the world, ra- 
ther than any other character; he spends 
more time in company than in his clo- 
set: it is in the dravtring room that his 
reputation, his fortune is. decide^; to 
the drawing room love and pleasure in- 
cessantly summon him, and he becomes 
the slave of his bewitching sovereigns, 
who dictate to him their will as the law 
of his conduct. Nor is it simply the 
common class of men, who yield to their 
dominion ; for in every age almoit every 
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man în power haâ experienced Ac dif- 
ficulty of extricating himself from its 
Influence. 



CONBUCTOF WjOMEN AT THE COMMENCE» 
MENT OF THE REVOX-UTION. 

During the revolution the women dis- 
played their natural character* Incapa-i^ 
ble of anticipating events, their wit and 
levity were indulged at the most serioud 
crisis. While some assisted in foment* 
ing political discord, others laughed at 
the most alarming symptoms of anarchy* 
Their mischievous frivolity, their incon* 
siderate conversation produced incalcu- 
lable evils. Displaying their self-love and 
vanity, rather than a just dignity of 
mind, they obeyed the momentary im- 
pulse of passion, without calculating the 
dangerous consequences of their con- 
duct: vain of their empire of opinioiv 
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they stimulated the individuals whom 
they could influence^ not to a dignified 
and powerful self-defence, but to oppose 
the progress of the revolutionists by a 
feeble resistance, and a petty war of idle 
words; which merely irritated their ene- 
mies, when it was necessary to have en» 
countered them with courage, and to 
have struggled to destroy them. They 
were guilty of a much greater error; 
they induced all those, who had been 
dispossessed of authority by the revolu- 
tion, to refuse the offer of any of the 
newly instituted places of power, whidi 
they made the subjects of their ridicule. 
In consequence of which conduct, every 
part of the government was occupied by 
their, adversaries, and the evil was left 
without a remedy. 

Jf, however, the conduct of the women 
at tlie commencement of our internal 
struggles was reprehensible, how magna- 
nimous did it become in the hour of 
^ctual danger? Never did woman ap- 
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pear to more advantage j never did the 
female sex acquire greater glory, than 
when, suddenly starting from the lap 
of pleasure, or that lethargic state of 
imbecility into which they had fallen, 
aroused by the crisis of aflfairs, they, 
without relinquishing their delicacy or 
tenderness, , displayed a fortitude and 
energy which history will applaud to 
distant ages. 



REFLfiCTIONS ON THE FORTITUDE OF 
WOMEN. 

Let us endeavour to trace in the cha<* 
racter of women the source and cause of 
that fortitude apparently so little con* 
sistent with their weakness, their edu*- 
cation, and the timidity which peculiarly 
belongs to them. 
It has been already remarked that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a6 

theif mental qualities were frequently 
dormant; and that their personal attrac- 
tions were almost incessantly displayed* 
The reason is obvious. The desire of 
pleasing is innate in women; while the 
necessity of acquiring esteem seems in 
their minds to be simply the result of 
education. There exists also in this sex, 
a secret sentiment of mental energy, 
which without habitually shewing itself, 
appears to be a precious flame, reserved 
unseen" till the very moment of a sudden 
and brilliant explosion. 

Thus, many females who have an sûr 
of great heedlessness and levity, possess 
innately, in common with other women, 
and without being sensible of it, the 
embers of that energy which a great and 
trying occasion kindles into flame» 
Hence it arises, that a feeling for which 
they cannot account, causes them to lay 
aside, on such occasions, their frivolous 
{mrsiuts,and to attend to the duties 
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which they had imprudently neglected In 
the tranquil hour of repose *. To create 
this change, however, it is necessary that 
their misfortunes should be at a crisis, 
and that the perfls of those they love 
should be imminent : for, though al« 
ways powerfully afibcted by what is 
immediately passing, they appear to defy 
the future. 

* I had occasion to visit the minister duly to 
-solicit the release of one of my friends. I was 
«truck by the assiduity of a young fashionable 
fextiale who attended there for the same purpose. 
«« Good God! madam (I said toher),you must be 
wearied and tired out by the necessity of rising io 
early every day» and at %o inclement^a season of 
the year." ** For a month past (she replied )| I 
have been employed in soliciting the release of my 
liusband) and am constantly here at eight o'clock 
in the morning. For the purpose of dressing, I 
am obliged to rise at seven; and you will he 
enabled to judge of the fatigue I must undergo, 
when I tell you that I never omit attending at 
the balls, and that I do not return home until 
five in the momnig, after having spent thé whole 
of the lùgfat in dancing." 
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This appears to mc to be the true 
cause of their sublime conduct during 
the revolution. The sudden change 
which was wrought in them, in the 
midst of perils, was in no one instance 
the result of reflection, but invariajbly 
the effect of sentiment^r The dreadful 
subversion we had occasion to witness, 
having struck at the various fedings of 
mother, wife, daughter, sister j and mis- 
tress, a female may have felt, at one and 
the same time, the different energies 
which had hitherto alternately warrhed 
her heart, each of them kindled at the 
same moment by the same spark. Let 
any one picture to himself the emotions 
which this internal volcano must have 
produced in beings naturally irritable, 
and he will find the causes of the cou- 
rageous examples which women have 
afforded, in the revolutionary convul- 
sions of France. 

To whatever class of females the at» 
tention is directed, they are found to 
« 
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have Splayed, during the most terrible 
periods of the revolution, sensibility» 
presence of ntiind, humanity, and an 
active and zealous courage ; at the same 
time that the men in general manifested 
no other* quality than that of resigna- 
tion. 

To the praise of the women it ought 
also to be remarked, that when the 
safety of any individual was concerned, 
they laid aside their opinions, and allow- 
ed their most ardent passions to subside. 
Having, by the exaggeration of the men 
who governed them, foregone the duties 
of their sex, provided they had re- 
ceived the smallest share of education, 
they were almost certain to be brought 
back to these duties, and to be moved 
to compassion, when an act of humanity 
was proposed to them* 
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CONDUCT OF WOMEN AT THE CCyNt'^ 
MBNCEMENT OP THE REVOIi^UTlOK^ 

The finest country in the world* 
through its position ;: the most brilliant,, 
if its resources, and the productions of 
art and nature with which it abounds, 
be considered J the most tranquil, andi 
the most attractive by its manners, was 
suddenly overspread by a dark and 
mournful veil. An immense subver- 
sion was operating; and in an instant 
every object was made to change its 
form and place, by the most violent 
convulsions, such as could not fail to 
impress ah universal terror. 

In the midst of these terrible events^ 
the women, who, a little time before, 
were the ornament of €odety, remained 
motionless through surprise rather than 
through fear. Feeble and timid as 
they were in their nature, and born for 
repose, they shunned a tranquil retire- 
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ment, and laid aside their apprehensions* 
The flame had burst forth, blood had 
been spilled, and in their view every 
thing was annihilated. The appre* 
faension alone of not being useful occu« 
pied all their thoughts. Their eyeg 
were bathed in tears, which flowed from 
sentiment alone. Where were they? 
Far from dangers, in obscure retreats, 
which their natural timidity should 
have induced them to seek? No — many 
of them were to be seen surrounded by 
weapons, fire, and carnage, endeavour* 
îng to suspend, at the least, the crimes 
and massacres which they could not pre- 
vent. 

Do you notice those females who, 
with looks of terror and dismay, arc 
hastening along the road? They flee! 
and the burthen which they carry is 
their dearest treasure. In their flight 
they tremble for its safety; for this 
treasure is their children. — Having been 
unable to rescue their husbands from the 
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perils with which they wqfc xpcnaced^ 
they are repairing with speed to the 
nearest frontier, to confide to safe cus- 
tody their precious charge ; and, with- 
out enabling their exhausted strength 
to recruit itself by a short interval of 
repose, they will return to plunge them- 
selves once more in the dangers to 
which those they have left behind them, 
the dearest part oi themselves, are still 
exposed. 

The prisons fiD; denunciations are 
levelled" against afirighted innocence;, 
and access to the administrations where 
appeals are made is difficult to gain. 
The beings who are seen at day-break 
at the threshold of the office-doors are 
women. Insensible to the piercing cold, 
they have passed the night on the ice- 
dad steps, with the uncertain hope of 
presenting a simple memorial, which 
would move to compassion any one but 
the monster by whom it is spurned. 

See, beneath the long arch-way of 
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that prîsoh, a woman, worn out with 
fatigue, 'and oending beneath the weight 
of the burden which she sustains. Weak 
and delicate as she is, she has recourse 
to an extraordinary stratagem to gain 
access to her son, who is separated from 
her by a vile prison. During a month 
she has accustomed herself to carry 
heavy loads, and having disguised her- 
self as a porter, contrives to accomplish 
her affectionate purpose. One day, 
however, the cruehy of the gaolers is 
such, that they load her feeble frame, 
with an enormous weight. She sinks 
beneath it on entering; but is still happy 
to breathe her last sigh in the presence 
of a son she adored, and to cast on him 
the last look she has to bestow. 

Dreadful insurrections,— prisons, — 
scaffolds, — massacres, — fires, — all the 
accompaniments of terror, present on 
aU sides women employed in diminish* 
ing their horrors. Here, behold them 
wiping away the tears which fall j and 
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there endeavouring to heal the wounds 
which have been inflictecf ; vsdiile still 
further on, some are occupied in con^ 
soisBg and encoura^ng a devoted vic- 
tim *. In short, on evefy side men are 
creating miseries, on every side women 
are ^endeavouring to alleviate and re- 
pair them. 

* 'While I am virritîng, the infotmaticfn reaches 
me, that the wife of a negro general, serving under 
Touissaint r Overture, is of so tender and humane 
a disposition, that she exposes herself to every 
risk to save the unfortunate prisoners in the ter- 
rible warfare of St- Domingo. Her husband, en- 
raged at this display of commiseration, has threat- 
ened a thousand times to put her to death ; but 
nothing can s)iake her steady resolution. She is 
less apprehensive of the execrable ferocity, of her 
husband, than of ceasing to be sufficiently useful 
to the victims of the war. Thus, therefore, among 
•a race of uneducated beings, a woman can feel a 
f>rofound sentiment of pity for those whom she is 
taught to consider as her enemies! Humanity, 
the first of virtues, and the most useful to social 
order, has established its dominion over her breast! 
JHerlife is marked by memorable traits of hero- 
Jsm, -which might shed a lustre on that of the most 
enlightened and ccarageous men! 
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And you, leq^ectable and unfortunatp 
princesses^ivho&e courage ^appe;frs to have 
been equal to ypi^* oûâfortunes^ ivhat 
admirable examples of perseverance havf 
you not' exhibited in yqur adversity] 
more exposed to observation than otlier 
ivomen over whom your rank gavcyoji 
an ascendancy, and sudcienLy l^urléd, as 
you were, from the pinnjwJe pf neat- 
ness, by unexpected misfortunes, yojLi 
might have become more depressed than 
they were. But yqu lyerx; resolved to 
vie with the whole of your, sex in cou- 
rage and sensibility» 

Admire that female whose carriage, 
at once awful and mild, indicates eveiy 
virtue 1 It is Madame Elizabeth. Stju 
tipned with the King, whose dangers she 
shared, this tutelary and bright angd 
pf candour and innocence, soothed and 
condoled him by .her presence. The 
doors of the pa^ehavipg b/çen forcibly 
, broken ppen by a band of armed ruf- 
fians, the name of the Queen, their 4c* 
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voted victim, was vociferously repeated» 
In their hurry, these assassins naistook 
Madame Elizabeth for her sister-in-law, 
and were about to put her to death. 
The persons by whom she was defended 
being on the point of naming her, she 
exclaimed, rf(9 not undeceive them', and, 
to save the Queen, exposed herself to 
dangers from which she escaped, for 
that time, by the interposition of Di- 
vine Providencee. Sublime expression ! 
Pathetic energy! The remembrance of 
it is for ever consecrated in every feel- 
ing breast. 

Friendship, that divine sentiment, 
which, however pure and exalted its 
origin may be, is not always productive 
of sacrifices equal to those that result 
from the more violent passions, led 
Madame de Lamballe to a display of af- 
fectionate attachmenl: at the recollée» 
tion of which our tears will flow. 

My respect for truth, as well as for 
the memory of the above unfortunate 
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princess, induces me to enter into some 
details relative to her conduct towards 
the Queen, amid the storms and con- 
vulsions of the revolution. 

Madame de Lamballe came to France, 
endowed with the ingenuousnles of in- 
Êincy, embellished by the ^lust^e of 
youth, and gifted with the mild and 
bland virtues which accompany that 
happy time of life. 

She was delivered up- to a master, 
rather than to a husband ; and this n\as- 
ter was one of those weak men whose 
non-entity of character renders then) 
depraved. The precepts and the ex- 
ample of this virtuous woman did not 
correct his vicious qualities, nor curb 
his unbridled passions. She drew forth 
praises from him> and obliged him to 
respect her; but could never acquire an 
ascendency over his corrupted heart. 

In this situation, as painful as it was 
delicate, she acquired the constant love 
and esteein of her father-in-law, the Due 
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dé Peiitîiîèvré, tTïat àtHiàblc aridbéncvd-i 
lèntf character, >^hbse nairhé, respected' 
àthld the general depravation tJf mt>rals> 
implied every virtue and good quality. 

The early widowhood of Madaihe de 
Linibalie made her feel it a duty to seek 
the retreat of tîié Abbey of St. Antoiiie. 
She there formed a friendship for several 
reis^ectafalé persons; to whotn shfc be- 
came so strongly attached, that the t^ôHd 
she afterwards frequented could never 
éïfecetÂem from her recollection, nor 
«Veft Her for a ihbhieAt frotti the study 
dfthei^iiit«?ést. 

ÛM àgaiïi appeared at court, l>lôoming 
S^ilhf the glovir of health, and replete 
f^ élégaiicé and ^ict. The Quceh 
èéîttg désîrètill to pifocûVe heif an esta^ 
Mis&mtent, rcqtieëted foft hti Ùtc super- 
aitèhdàhce of héi hàwéhxMj âtod, with 
a vîiB# to the énjoyàient of a iéicct sd- 
déty dF frîéfttK^ took up héi residehce 
ill the houM Of itladiHx^ dé LsMiMlé. 
She #a^ fbiiowld tlntfe* ^ however, by 
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the ancient forms of the coart, and by 
the é&gvAty of rank, which influenced 
the chcHce of the persons by whom she 
W3S surrounded. 

This was the epoch of a most tender 
unkm between the Queen, who was 
then young, and the youthful princess 
of Lamballe; and when this intimate 
connection had in some measure ceased, 
by the intervention of other objects, the 
love and confidence which subsisted be- 
tween these fllustrious personages were 
still unabated. 

The confidence which the Queen re- 
posed in Madame de Lamballe was fufly 
justified by the conduct of the latter, 
which was marked by an inviolable dis« 
cretion, a respectful ignorance of what 
it was found expedient to dissemble, and 
a scrupulous deficaey in the ftw coun* 
sels she was aBowed to give to one oi a 
superior rank, as well as' in the very few 
s<^dtations and demands she Was in* 
éuced to prefer. These sdicitatîonè 
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were as honourable to her discerrrmcnt^ 
as they were illustrative of her reserve 
in employing her credit; and it would 
not be a feeble homage rendered to her 
memory, to name those whom she dis- 
tinguished by her services, and those to 
whom she .was induced to deny her 
support. 

Having many friends, but little credit, 
and a very inconsiderable number of 
creatures; possessing many social quail- 
ties, combined with a taste for the fine 
arts, and living in a style destitute of 
parade; such was the situation of 
.Madame de Lamballe at the disastrous 
epochs when her sublime character was 
displayed by the great events whieli 
were passing. The blood of prince 
Eugene was not dishonoured. Pru- 
dence appeared to her to be cowardice 5 
and gratitude and attachment vyere con- 
verted into an heroic devotion, and a 
sense of duty. Immense and cruel sa- 
crifices were as little difficult to her as 
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tjie daily accomplishment of the easiest 
task. 

Having been informed at Aix4a-Cha* 
pelle of the forlorn condition of the 
Queen, resulting from the forced re- 
moval of the greater part of her house- 
hold, Madame de Lamballe voluntarily 
precipitated herself into the abyss, which 
her foresight had, in the first instance, 
enabled her to shun. She did not hesi- 
tate, but displayed a greater earnestness 
to share the perils of the Queen, than 
she had ever manifested to partake of 
her pomp and splendoiir. She stationed 
herself courageously on the side of the 
King on the fatal twenty-third of June, 
when the destruction of the regal dignity 
anticipated the immolation of the mo- 
narch himself. From that moment i^e 
was exposed to the most indecent attacks 
.and the most violent outrages; but, 
while she despised her persecutors, she 
was not awed by them. By this cou- 
rage, the result of mature reflection, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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as from timidity, together with a calm 
and studied resignation, which braved 
thd dangers it perceived, for the pur- 
poses of usefrilness, Madame de Lam« 
balie was-constantly distinguished^ until 
the fatal moment ; when her catastrophe 
displayed the most striking example of 
ferocity with which human depravity 
has terrified the world, and disgraced 
the annafe of France *. 

r have already spoken of the Queen 
as she was to be considered in a politics^ 
point of view. I shall now describe her 
at the time when, divested of all'the 
pomp of royalty, she was to be simply 
regarded as a female replete with ener- 
gy, struggling courageously agamst the 
greatest of misfortunes. 

Those who have regrçtted Aat she 
was not more consistent in her conduct, 
and diat she <Kd not occasionaHy display 

* It is well known that she perished on tîie 2d 
of Septemberi at the door of one of the ^riioi» • 
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* hîghet tone of dccisiota, \t^duM dti well 
to put themselves in Her place. Her real 
niisfoi'tiinë consist^ in Her having pos- 
seted qtialities-, a» weH as defects, alto- 
' getlrèr different from those of the Kbg* 
Such , att' oppositîbîl'ôf characters could 
not foil to render the qutJîties of the 
<^een tteelciss, and to make Her defects 
ftibrc conspicuous; Had she been the 
iJirtfe of Louis XIV. Her natural dignity 
\(^ould have been interpreted as greatness 
of soul; but being aé she \^si the \^ife of 
t^ modest Lôiiîs X'VI. it was considered 
^ haviifig itj foundation in vanity. He^ 
xiifluiftkee hdt^ing been for a long time 
direeted tfe^ôirardS trivial objects, her cou- 
séquence wks diminished'; and several of 
the vhtues she possessed ai^ a sovereign 
f>]Éî^cess, wei'e obscured by circum- 
slanees ^fai^!^ induced her to act thé 
put of a private individual, ■— a part 
#hie!)^shte asstimeld \Krfth too much readi- 
ftessj tod Which the mtrdesty of the 
KiiJig coiiveirtcd iiltd a description of 
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merit. Counselling the monarch, in the 
first instance, with the frankness which 
belonged to her character, and habits of 
thinking, and afterwards conductingher- 
self submissively, in conformity to the 
principles of resignation of Louis XVI, 
the necessary result was the apparent 
inconsistency with which she has been 
reproached. Had she reigned alone, or 
in concert with a husband possessing the 
same dignity of character, she would 
have quitted the too simple life she had 
been led to embrace, and have suddenly 
elevated herself to the level of existing 
circumstances, and would have contend- 
ed for the crown with those who had 
resolved to wrest it from her. 

In reviewing the noble and affecti- 
onate conduct of Madame, the King's 
daughter, now the Duchess of Angou- 
leme, we shall find all the principles of 
the greatness of soul which she inherited 
£rom her mother, and shall discover the 
source of the courage which, at so early 
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an age, commanded, during her impri- 
sonment, the respect and admiration of 
her persecutors. To the private lessons 
of the Queen may be ascribed the pre- 
mature qualities which supplied her with 
so many pathetic expressions relative to 
her distressed situation, and which ex- 
cited in her breast the emotions of i 
deep sensibility for her unhappy famijjy, 
at the same time that she did not utter 
an expression of hatred against her coun- 
try, which had been to her the source of 
so many tears. 

To form a correct judgment of the 
character of the Queen, during the revo- 
lution, it is necessary to recur to the 
moments of leisure and retirement, when 
she was completely mistress of herself, 
and was enabled to summon up all her 
resources. 

Let us accordingly follow her to the 
tribunal, an effort which requires all our 
courage. Judges who do not deserve 
the name of men, had the atrocity to 
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accuse ber of baring corrupt^ the Ds^u- 
phin. She arose, ^d exdaimed with a 
virtuous indignatioii — ^^ lap^altoewry 
mother.^* — In the records of antiquity no 
reply can be found more interesting than 
this. 

Let us likewise recpBeot the moment 
when the King required of her to szyç 
her life by setting out for Vienxu. The 
injunction which she received on that 
occasion was imperative; and the n^ans 
for the accomplishment of the purpose 
it had in view were secured, and in 
readiness. "iVi?,"«id she to the mpparch, 
*' to Jive and die at the feet of your MajesPj 
is my station*^* 

The Queen therefore possessed, on dif- 
ferent occasions, every descpption of 
courage human nature c^n display. 

If, in general, we take an inipvtial re- 
view of the conduct of women, during 
the revolution, we cannot fail to observe 
that, with the exception of olxe alonp, 
Madame D^ub* • • • they did not betsay 
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a moment of weakness. In the ûmmcÊS 
they displ^ed the characteristic traits 
of each of them were decidedly marked. 
By comparing the two sexes, under this 
point of view, it will be seen that the 
courage of the men is nearly the same, 
while that of the women has a variety of 
shades and gradations. 

Let us observe the sublime energy of 
the Queen and Madanoe Elizabetlrin 
their last moments. £ach of them was 
possessed of courage, and eadi of them 
rose superior to her notisfo^tunes. But 
how di£ferent were the shades of diarac- 
ter! While the one was firm, the other 
was serene. The former of these illus- 
trious personages was great on earth; 
.while the latter, before she had quitted 
this sublunary world, af^^eafed to have 
already taken her fi^gHt to heaven. The 
Queen, surrounded by those who sacri* 
ficedher,Viewedthemhaughtily,without 
fearing them; while Madame Elizabeth 
^felt acompassioafor her assassins,|Lnd had 
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already forgotten their crimes and her 
own sufferings. She had ndt, however, 
forgotten the poor wretches who pe- 
rished at the same moment with herself. 
She exhorted them, afforded them con- 
solation, and endeavoured to rouse them 
from their lethargic stupor. She ap- 
peared, indeed, to have undertaken a 
n^ character, and, having ceased to be 
a victim, to have become a celestial en- 
voy, sent to assemble and to convey to 
the eternal abodes, the souls she had taken 
under her' protection, and which were 
purified by her own. 



O woman ! sweet gift of heaven ! You 
who have been to us, at all times, an in- 
exhaustible source of happiness and pure 
delight, what would become of us, 
•without your tender assiduities, in the 
hour of despair and sorrow? How many 
tears have you not dried up, and how 
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«latfy ^pcd'away ? itow many imndsj" 
whicH mhrfortune has deraitged, have 
not beeit restored by you to reason ? How 
many wretched and proscribed beings 
have you not succoured and protected 
by your generous and noble ccHiductT 
And how^many sublinie traits of heroism 
has not your energy inspired? 

In the midst of perils and of terrorsj 
the weaker sex has gained the^wreath of 
courage and humanity. 



HISTORICAL DETAILS OF-TttJE^SACRÎFICES 
MADE BY WUJMTEif DURING TttE REVO- - 
LUTIONi 

>j 

AMOKO'the wonoen whorendered thfeih- 
sdves* conspicuous in the progress of the 
revolution, one of thé most extraor- 
dinary is* Ghârlotte Gorday* She Wâ;^ 
bomiin Nbrmiatndy, v^^here her parentage 
vrar respectslbl^j and^it would appcaif 
VOL. in. B 
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tint political fanatidsm alone, and not^ 
as was at first imagined, a tender but 
lU requited passion, led her to deliver ^ 
the earth from a monster, who ought 
to have been secured by the hands of 
justice, instead of perishing by the po- 
niard of an innocent woman. The coun- 
sellor whom chance provided for her, 
on her trial, was Monsieur Chauveau 
jLagarde, a man endued with courage 
and eloquence, who was unremitting in 
his attendance at the bloody bar of 
Robertspierre, to be in readiness to res- 
cue the victims delivered over to their 
infernal judges, until he himself was 
thrown into a prison, the doors of which 
he had unbarred to several unfortunate 
men. I could address myself to no one 
so well as to him, on the subject of the 
horrid details of the revolutionary tri» 
bunal; and from him I have received the 
interrogatory of Charlotte Corday, which 
I now publish as an extraordinary tes- 
timony of courage and magnanimity. 
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;^^ • The details which foHow arc dictated 
by Monsieur Chauveau Lagarde. 



MEMORIAL OF THB TRIAL AND CONDEM- 
NATION OF CHARLOTTE CO^lfpATy BE- 
FORE THE RETOLUTION ARYTklBUNAL* 



When Charlotte Corday was brought 
before the tribunal, and placed at the 
bar, the president, after the usual forms, 
asked her, if she had employed any ad- 
vocate: she answered that she had iriade 
choice of a friend; but as she had not 
heard from him, she supposed that he 
had not sufficient courage to undertake 
her defence. 

The president perceiving me. in the 
hall,#where I was upon other business, 
said to the prisoner} ** The tribunal has 
officially named for your advocate the 
Citizen Chauveau Lagarde.'^ 
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her. 

Not knowing me, she surveyed me 
with some expresdonsof dissatisf^iction; 
as if she apprehended that I should un- 
dertake her defence upon grounds, which 
she would infoUibly have disavowed. 

.The trial commenced, and was termi- 
nated in less than half an hour. 

No painter, at least none that I am ac- 
quainted with, has faithfully pourtrayed 
thi% extraordinary woman. They may 
have given us a tolerably exact resem- 
blance of her majestic yet graceful form, 
of her long hair flowing cardessly upon 
her shoulders,' of her eyes shaded by 
large eyebrows, and of the oval shape of 
her face; but it was totally beyond the 
power of art to paint the noble soul, 
which animated every feature of her 
cfountenance. 

It is precisely the same with respect to 
lier trial. It would have been easy to 
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^avc copîdJ, ^s 1. -atn abôtît" to flo, 'her 
•fitcril rcpfîès } tmt' tJie journalfats of thit 
^riod <£d' not dare to publish tîïém. 

There îs^bèsîdès brie pbint in Whidi 
'tlieir description ttiùsthar^e htkâ'/'ziid 
"which 4s precisely diat which tnade 
the deepest ^pression upon me; ^I 
tbeah tî^^ tone of lircr'^ihbstHrifantifle 
Voice, whîtSh 'W2LS. constantly in ^ tinîstm 
"wrth'the ^éimplîcîty bf her -appearance; 
and the ' undisttirbed Serenity of her 
countenance; ^t which ^t the satrfc 
timcarppeared to be àb little in conso* 
xiante'with the opîiiîôns tod' sentiments 
whiA it expre^siKi. * 

It wbuHbeequàllyfnîîtlèsftbiittém^ 
to 63rivey"ajtfst'î^deaîbFthecfiFect,whî^h 
-îier appearance producednipbh éhe jury, 
the 'judges, Vnd the'imhierise concottrée 
-df 'péopfe, ^hiéh fiHedthe body bf ihe 
hall; they seemed* to- nie i:b cOntenipfeite 
^iier, "Jls a jndge, whb had ^mmohed all 
•of thetn ^ to her supreme tribunal -^ 
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In a word» this mental part of the 
proceedings is to her trial, what her phy- 
siognomy was to her form. It is a 
something which may be sensibly fdt, 
but which cannot possibly be described. 
I confine mysdf therefore to transcrib- 
ing literally, and without any remarks, 
the principal questions which were put to 
her, and her answers: history may pro- 
bably find in them the first outlines of a 
. picture which I have neither the ability, 
. nor the inclination to undertake. 

After she had declared the project, 
. which she had conceived two months 
before, of killing Marat in the very bo- 
som of the assembly; " I wished," said 
she, " to have immolated him upon the 
summit of the mountains/* She added, 
that if she could have persuaded herself 
of the success of that project, she should 
have preferred it to all others. 

" I was certain in that case,** said she, 
" that I should have instantly fallen a 
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^ctîm to the fury of the people? and 
that wàâ what I desircdr They would 
have Clonsidered me as an emissatry from 
London} and my name even would have 
remained unknown,^' 

She afterwards explained the cause of 
her preferring an introduction to Ma- 
rat at his own house; and the means by 
which she obtained the interview; name- 
ly by writing two letters to him describ- 
ing the necessity of her seeing him pri- 
vately and alone; and when it was ob- 
served to her that this method was per- 
fidious; "I agree,** replied she, ** that 
this method was unworthy of me; but 
all means are good when employed in 
the salvation of our country. Besides I 
was compelled to appear to esteem hitn in 
order to approach him:— /«rA men are 
suspicious.^* 

. The trial then commenced* 

g. Who had inspired you then with 
fo much hatred for Marat ? 
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.A. :I had.no need of otberjpjçqplc^# 
J^atred : Iliad 3ufficicnt of my own. 

2* JSut th^ idea. of killing hun must 
Jhave been suggested to you by some 
person? 

ui. Tb^y execute a project badly^ 
wlio bave nqt themselves conceived it. 

Q. What vthen inspired yoiwr particu* 
hi hatred for him? 

jf. His crimes. 

Q. What do you mean by hfe crimes? 

A* The devastation, of Jxaaiicft} whicfe 
H consider as :h}^ work. 

Ç. That, which you call ^be dévasta* 
^iqn of .Fjrancej is no* ^e «work of hina 
;ilone. 

A* ^hat ^ay )>e;; but he has em» 
|}}oyed aU meai^ to .aacop^plish the ge^ 
^n^al miin. 

Q. What could you hope tOieflfecitJby 
putting him to death ? 

A. To JiesttQK peace toimy^^ountry* 

.J2« Po you rbi3tie.ve4:hen that fx>u.liftve 
assassinated «jyithp.Mftratii'? 
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'mill fear. 

A Serjeant haviQg arrived vdth the 

ipotoatd ^i^ch she had used, k waspre^ 

seated to her ^ ^nd^fae wa&asked.» if she 

knew it? 

At tliat moment» andat that moment 

\ ioxAjy her countenance betrayed «mo- 

f tion-: she turned away her head; and 

putting back the poniard with her 

iiand, said, in a faltering tone of voic^, 

«< y«sh— ;I iflow It:} I Jtnow k/' It is 

, Jknown that she found Marat in the 

bath J and cons^uently she had^lung* 

ed t|^e we^n in im breaat ^^i^ndicth 

iarly. 

Tbe public Accuser ^observ^d to her^ 
that ihe ^td dnnbtlesB ^^en -ikhe blow 
1^ dir«[ttioii'On!puii^Me that it should 
diQt faH, ixwci an apftreh^mi^» àvA âf 
she had ist^uck «bim JlkHmmntlfy^ ^be 
might haMecafiQiufeiMdca«ibj^in44Mi 
^detœtedt 
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" You must have been wefl exer* 
used in this sort of crime ! '' 

A. Ohj the monster! be takes me far an 
ûssassin. 

This answer, like a clap of thi^xder, 
put an end to the sitting. 

The public accuser made his observai»^ 
tions ; after which, the president sak^ 
in the usual form, ^^ The examination 1 
is concluded. Let the advocate for the | 
prisoner speak.*' 

At these words, and when I arose to 
speak, a confused murmur ran through 
the assembly ; and to that succeeded, if 
I may so express it, the silence of death, 
which chilled me to the very soul. 

During the time that the public ac- 
cuser was speaking, the jury enjoined 
me to silence ; and the president con^ 
fined the ground of my defence to a 
plea of insanity. They were all ans» 
€us that I should degrade her. 

She herself remained perfectly trai»» 
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quU, 'without the least change o( ccfun* 
tenance: she merely cast upon me an 
expressive glance, indicative of her de- 
sire that I would not attempt to excul- 
pate her. In fact, the disclosure of cir- 
'* ciimstances which ^took place on the 
I trial, independently of her own con- 
I fessions, aflforded lawful proof of pre^ 
meditated homicide. 

îîrmly resolved, however, to fulfil 
my duty, I was desirous of saying no- 
I thing which my own conscience, or the 
accused, might disavow, and all at once 
the idea suggested itself, that I would 
«confine myself to one single observation, 
which, in an assembly of the people, or 
of legislators, might have served as the 
ground work of a complete defence; 
and accordingly I said-— 

" The accused avows with cool in- 
difference, the horrible attempt which 
she has committed ; she dbnfesses, with 
cool indifferencei that she had long pre^* 
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ne^tàt^dit; 6héfêktes»\nth coiâliûd[{& 
^^srénce, ^ the most ^eàdfol drciita* 
4itance6 that acconq^any it ; in ^ worâ, 
-she acknowledges' every thing of whidi 
she Is aecuàedr; ihe gIories4n it all^ and 
4seeks tiôt the sli^test ëxténiiafion dl 
4ier condaât« M»r* f*^« her mly jusfi/l^ 
-4safioiu 'This iinr^ffled serenity, iti 
young woman of her age ; tliis ^sublitne 
!^self-dehia3, as It were in the very fece of 
-death, ^spring not from nataral causes-; 
i^hey nfiust be attributed to political -fii- 
Haticism, ^hich placed the t>oniard ^in 
•liar hfand ; and it is yoUr province ^ 
wagh this c<mild^:âtian in the bdlaiieat 
4rf justlee.** 

M I^p^é,Hàli'sârbf satisfkiDtionbeam« 
^^On 'her •countenance. 

The votes- of the jxiry 'having bééh 
*&to, -they were, as mîgîit beexpecteds 
^maiàmoùs in her (Dondemnktîôn. 

The f^residettf pronounced sèrttâWe 
4St^dlMâbi itnd €^&câti0n ^f prt^ift^. 
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£^ w» ibiOf asked» if site !iafl mf: 
Qjbjj^ctioii to mow agsdnal tbe. judgmcBC- 
of the law. 

She made no repty» hitit desirii^ to 
he conducted to me, she addressed .iMr 
vnth much suavity and grace; and said, 

" Sir, I return you many thanks for 
lie courage with. which you have coiv 
[ducted my defence in ar manner worthy. 
lof yourself and of me. These gentk* 
men, (meaning the judges, to whom 
she turned round) these gentlemen con* 
flscate my property : but I am desirous 
of giving you a real proof of my grati- 
tude ; / request you to pay for me wbat^ 
ever I may owe in the prison y and I rejy. 
upon your generosity *." 

She was then conveyed to the CV?«- 
ciergeriej which she quitted only to as^-. 
cend the. scaffold; and having never, 
s^n her jsince, I only know by hearsay, 

• Her debts did not amount to thirty-six livre» 
itt^sstgnats; -which I paid the next day to the 
fa^er of the prisoa of the Aik^ytm, 
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that she went thither with the same 
composure, which she had evinced upon 
her trial. 

Her^ concludes the narrative of M. Cha* 
veaU'Lagarde. 

Anxious as I am to omit no traces of 
the courage of heroism, which have 
distinguished women in the course 
our revolution, I could not do bett 
than avail myself of the elegant pe: 
of M. Legouvé ; I have, therefore, with 
his permission, enriched my work with 
the affecting notes which conclude his 
spirited poem on the Merit of Women. 

It is impossible to reflect without ad- 
miration and gratitude on the courage- 
ous attachment, the indefatigable per- 
severance, which the women in general 
manifested during the reign of terror, 
towards those proscribed victijps, to 
whom they were bound by the ties of 
nature, of affection, or of marriage. 

At first they assembled together to 
the number of five or six hundred, and 
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presented în a body, a petition to the 
National Convention,^ in behalf of the 
proscribed. — Since that period, in every 
dty where there have been imprison- 
ments or massacres, there are no dan- 
; gers which the women have not braved ; 
no means of supplication which they 
i have not tried; no sacrifices which they 
1 have not yielded, in order to preserve, 
\ or even to see and to console the objects 
of their afifection : and more than once, 
when they have been unable either to 
obtsun their liberty, or to preserve their 
lives, they have voluntarily shared their 
captivity and their fate. It would have 
afforded me great pleasure to have ren- 
dered a just homage to all these he- 
roines, by recording their names, and 
the memorials of their magnanimity ; 
but how could I have collected such in- 
. numerstble faâs? — I have at least se« 
lected a few of theih *. 

« In the course of these narratives will occur 
the names of ta Bourbe^ la G<mi<rgmfi, Plessis^ Lua^ 
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Tliesc^mll Be sufficient to p»ve the 
^ruthcrf my assertion^ and the goodne^- 
of' these angels of consolation, who in 
tliose evil days, supplied the place of^ 
Plrovidence, 

Madame Lefort, in one of the western 
depjirtments,, trembles for the fate of 
htr husband, imprisoned conspirator; 
and she purchased a pcrtnission to see 
him. At the close of the day she stole 
to his prison, taking with her a female 
dress besides the one she wore ; she pre- 
vailed upon him to change his cloaths, 
and thus disguised as a woman to quit 
the prison and leave her there. The plan 
succeeded; and the husband escaped. 
The next day it was discovered that 
his wife was a prisoner in his stead. 
« WretchedWoman^^ said the officer to her 
in a threatening tone, " 'what have yûu 
done r' "My duty,*''lrepficd she* ^^ Db 
yours.** 

emÔQurg, VAhhaf/e^ Sévm, and Part li^c\ thèse 
were prisons at Paris. 
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A similar circumstance took place art 
Lyons. One of the inhabitants was 
about to be arrested; his wife was ap- 
prised of it^ she hastened to acquaint 
her husband of his danger, gave him her 
money and jewels, and compelled him 
to fly, and dressed herself in his apparel. 
The officers arrive and demand him ; 
his wife presents herself, and is con- 
ducted to the committee. — Their mis- 
take is detected. — She is interrogated 
respecting her husband; she replies that 
he has escaped, and that she glories in 
exposing her own life to save his. They 
threaten her with the torture, if she 
will not discover the route he has taken. 
** Strike when you please !'' exclaims she, 
** / ajn frepared*^ — They declare to her, 
that the interest of the country com- 
mands her to speak; she replies — " Our 
country does not command us to violate our 
nature.^^ 

Some agents of Robespierre were sent 
to Ferté'sous'jouarre to arrest the citizen 

VOL. III.. F '^ 
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♦Regnard, formerly mayor of that city. 
He was accused of having shewn too 
Tnuch respect to the King, when he re- 
ceived him at that place, on his return 
from Varennes. His wife attempted to 
justify his conduct to the commissaries; 
but persuading herself that she saw in 
their looks the inevitable death of her 
husband, she rushed into her apartment 
overcome with despair. She stripped 
herself of every thing that was valuable 
about her person, ran to the end of her 
garden which overlooked the Marne, 
and precipitated herself into that river. 
The citizen Regnard, when a prisoner 
in the Luxembourg, learnt the dreadful 
fate of a wife, who amply merited his 
regret, l)y her attachmeni and her vir- 
tues. 

Paris, as well as the departments, 
witnessed a multiplicity of prodigies, the 
effects of conjugal affection. 

Madame Lavalette, a prisoner with 
iier husband in the Bourbe learns that 
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he is summoned to the tribunal: she 
flies to him> hangs upon his neck, en- 
twines her armsroundhis,and supplicates 
the turnkey to let them pass together. 
Yet this sad fevour is denied her. 

Madame Da .... '^ obtained that pri- 
vilege. Her husband, formerly lieutp^ 
nant-general of the presidialf of Riom, 
had been arrested in that district, and 
was ordered to be removed to the Con- 
ciergerie, though sinking under the 
weight of age and infirmities. Madame 
D. . . . foresaw the fate which threatened 
him, and wished to share it. There 
was no warrant of arrest against her : 
yet though perfectly at liberty, she 
leaped into the carriage that conveyed 
the prisoners of the departments to 
Paris. On their arrival there she was 
huprisoned with them, and a few 

* Extract from ;l book entitled, The Philosophy 
of Happiness, by the citizen Delille Desalle, au- 
thor of the Philosophy of Nature. 

f A special cQuxt of judicature 
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'months after perished on the scaffblft 
by the side of her husband, whom she 
closely embraced. 

Madame Lavergne, wife of the com- 
mandant of Longwy, raised her voice 
for him to the revolutionary tribunal, 
when he was examined there, in conse- 
quence of the surrender of that place. 
Unavailing effort! His sentence was 
pronounced in her presence. — She gave 
herself up to despair; she knew it 
would be t:ertain death to utter the cry 
of Vive le Roi*\ and she made the hall 
resound with her repetition of the words. 
In vain did the judges wish to consider 
her-as insane; slie persevered in repeat* 
ing this sentence, so favourable to her de- 
sign, until at length she- obtained ter 
own condemnation. 

Madame Roland, wife of the mînîs- 
ter^ defended him at the bar of the 
Convention with as much firmness as 

^ liOng live the King. 
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ebquence* And when she was herself 
arrested, and no longer able to render 
him any service, she bequeathed to him 
the example of an intrepid death, by 
the composure with which she ascended 
the scaffold* • 

• Madame Claviere *, the wife of ano- 
ther republican minister-, exposed herself 
twenty times, after the 31st of May, to 
an arrest, by the conduct which she 
pursued in favour of her imprisoned hus- 
band, Claviere disdained to appear be- 
fore the tribunal of blood where his ene- 
mies expected him, and himself plunged 
a dagger in his heart, repeating at the 
same moinent these lines of Voltaire : 

Les crimmels'tremblants sont traînés au supplice; 
Les mortels généreux disposent de leur sort. 

Madame Claviere received intelligence 
of the event : she arranged her affairs, 
consoled her children, and put an end 

♦ Extract from an excellent work of the tribune 
ftioufiet entitled^ kt Mmoir^ J' m Déttnu, 
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to her own existence with the tranquil» 
lity of Socrates. 

In the prison called Hessis, were 
lodged the unhappy victims who were 
brought to Paris for trial. One of these 
had a young , and beautiful wife, who 
never quitted him. As she was walking 
in the court-yard with the other pri- 
soners, her husband was called to the 
wicket. She was aware it was the signal 
of death, and would have followed him* 
The gaoler prevented her: but strong 
with despair, she overcame all oppo- 
sition ; she threw herself into the arms 
of her husband, and dung to him, de- 
termined at least to have the melan-: 
choly pleasure of sharing his sad fate. 
The guards separated them, — *^ Barbara 
ansP^ exclaimed she, " / nevertbeless will 
die.^' At the same time she sprung to- 
wards an iron gate, dashed her head 
against it, fell, and expired. 

The Maréchal de Mouchy, who had 
been conveyed to the Luxembourg, had 
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scarcely arrived when his wife was there 
also. She was informed the warrant of 
arrest did not extend to her; she answer- 
ed,*^ Sincemy husband isarrested^Iamalso.^* 
He is dragged to the revolutionary tri- 
bunal y she accompanies him thither* The 
public accuser acquaints her, that she is 
not summoned; — she replies, " Since my 
husband is summoned^ I am also" At length 
he received sentence of death ; she 
mounted with him the fatal cart* The 
executioner observed to her, that she 
was not condemned : '' Since my husband 
is condemned^ I am àlso^ Such was her 
uniform reply. They were executed, 
together. 

If the ties of marriage, in these horrible 
ti.nes, could do so much fofthe ur happy, 
itmay be conceived, that a more elevated, 
or more violent love, would not prove 
irferior in nobleness of mind. 

The mistress of the citizen Causse, a 
merchant at Toulouse, proves the fact. 

The revolutionary committee of that 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7% 

dty had condemned him. It was nlgkt 
when his sentence was pronounced, and 
therefore the execution was postponed- 
till the next day. His mistress heard of 
the delay, and immediately conceived 
the design to avail herself of it, and re- 
lease him from his executioners. An 
uninhabited house adjoined the place in 
which he was to pass the night; his 
mistress, who had sold every thing 
which she possessed, in order to dis- 
tribute gold in his behalf, instantly 
bought this house. Thither she stole, 
followed by a female servant in whom 
fiïiie could confide. They both labour^ 
and make a hole in the wall contiguous 
to the prison, sufficiently large to admit 
the captive, whom they wished to re- 
lease: but then, how could they dude 
the guards with which the neighbour- 
hood was guarded? The provident 
mistress had brought with her a 
military disguise, which served for 
this purpose. She herself, dressed a^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7$ 

^en^d^armgy and conducted hîm through 
the posts of the sentinels. In this nian« 
ner they traversed the city, and even 
passed the v^ry spot, where was already 
prepared the instrunaent which was to. 
have destroyed ithe life which Jove had 
£3 und means to preserve. 

Love also s^ved a young mail of 
Bourdeaux, who was thrown into one of 
the prisons X)f that city. The unwhole- 
some air, which he breathed, had in- 
jured his health; and he was sent to. 
the hospital. A young sister, named 
Thérèse, took upon herself the charge 
pf attending hiau He was handsome, 
and possessed the advantages of birth 
and fortune. His amiable countenance 
made an impres^on on the heart of the 
^ster the first moment she saw him:: 
having listened to the melancholy 
Story of' his sufferings and his fears^ 
pity confirmed the resolution, to which 
a more tender sentiment had given 
fakth \ she 4ctermincd to set him ac 
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liberty. Having communicated to Himr 
her design, without, however, acknow- 
ledging her attachment, she advised 
him to feign the most violent con- 
vulsions, and at length to assume the 
appearance of death. The yoiiilg man 
performed his part admirably well. — 
Thérèse spread the sheet over his face 
in the customary manner; and when 
the physician came to him at the usual 
hour, she informed him that his patient 
had just expired; and the doctor, with- 
out a suspicion of the fraud, retired. In 
the evening, sister Thérèse, pretending 
that the pupils of the hospital had 
claimed the body of the deceased, causred 
him to be removed to the dissecting- 
room. Having succeeded in conveying 
him thither, she disguised him in the 
dress of a surgeon, who was in the 
secret, and by this means he escaped 
without observation; The stratagem 
was not discovered till the following 
day. Thérèse was interrogated upoa 
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the subject, and so far from dlssembling^ 
the truth, she related the whole pro- 
ceeding with such a striking frankness, 
that she received a free pardon. She 
had, however, excited a passion still^ 
more powerful than that with which 
she herself was inspired. The youths 
whom she had saved, prevailed on her 
to visit him in his retreat, and falling 
on his knees„ implored her to give a 
value to the life which she had saved, 
by becoming his wife. It may be sup. 
posed that she did not rgect his suit, 
since she obtained happiness herself by 
bestowing it on him. They retired into 
Spain, and were there united in mar- 
riage. 

A widow, in the prime of life, whose 
lover was imprisoned in one of the 
northern departments,displayed an ener- 
gy which was not crowned by a success 
equal to that which attended the above 
instance of female heroism. She no 
fooner heard of his confinement, than 
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ahe liastcned to solicit his enlargement^ 
but ineffectually. She a^ed either t(^ 
be allowed to see Wm, or to be con- 
fined in the same dungeon; but every 
solicitation she could urge was refused. 
She flew to the prison, the front of 
which faced the street, and there waited 
for the first opportunity which should 
offer to obtain a sight of him. On his 
presenting himself at one of the win- 
dows, it is not difficult to conceive what 
each of the parties felt. She repaired 
several times to the same station, 
braving both the rain, the wind, and 
tlie centinels, still more pitiless than, 
the weather, to obtain a .short inter- 
view** One day, however, at the in- 

♦ The same incident perpetually occurred in 
Paris. In each season of the year not a day elaps- 
ed, during the tyranny of Robespierre, in which 
the garden of the Luxembourg palace was not , 
filled with women, Who, braving on the one hand 
the e:icessive heat of the sun's rays, and on thd 
other the rigorous cold of tvinteri pâsued the 
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»tant of her arrival, a mournful spectacTe 
'presented itself; a cart,! in which weri^ 
her lover and several other victims, 
bound like criminals, setting out for the 
place of execution. On perceiving this, 
she darted on the horses, which she 
endeavoured to stop; smd called the 
populace to- her aid, beseeching them to 
prevent the death of the object of her 
love. She was seized by the attendant», 
from whose hands she endea\roured to 
escape, to embrace the unfortunate 

momîng there to catch a momentary glimpse of 
their imprisoned brothers, fathers, or husbands, 
stationed at the windows, or on the roof of the 
building. They thus waited an opportunity to 
address to them, or receive from them, a look, a 
gesture, a testimony of attachment and regret. 
Several of the Paiisian females did even more than 
this. On the outside of some prisons, at the spot 
where the common sewers met, they leaned over 
ihe'iT putrid channel, to maintain an intercourse 
with their friends and relatives, and to banish from 
them, by the tenderest protestations, the mistrust 
which is naturally attendant on misfortune. 
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wretch they were hurrying to cxa» 
cution« Every effort she could make 
being ineffectual, she reproached them* 
.with their dastardly obedience to the 
tigers they served, and implored them 
to allow her to share the fate of him who 
was above every other earthly consider- 
ation dear to her. On their attempting 
to drag her from the spot, she seized a 
sabre which one of them held in his 
hand, and plunged it in her heart. At 
the sight of her blood, which gushed 
forth in streams, the populace collected 
together, and surrounded the soldiers, 
who stood motionless and appalled. 
While the lover betrayed the deepest 
emotions of terror, his unfortunate com- 
panions forgot the fate which awaited 
them, and were entirely absorbed in 
their reflections on his calamitous situ- 
ation. In the meantime a party of 
municipal officers arrived, ^nd ordered 
the corpse to be removed. The cait 
again set forward to its sanguinary desti- 
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nation; the wretched vîctîins ît con- 
tained were executed ; and the remem- 
brance of the suicide of this magnani- 
mous female was lost in the torrents of 
blood which were daily shed. 

Madame C— — r, to prove her love 
for an individual named Boyer, a de* 
voted victim, formed the resolution to 
die. Being confined in the same prison 
with him, he was one day cited before 
the tribunal. His wretched companions 
were sensible that they should see him 
no more, and their whole attention was 
accordingly directed to his mistress, who 
appeared perfectly tranquil, and had 
withdrawn from the company to write. 
One of her friends, apprehensive that 
some fatal project might lurk beneath 
this apparent tranquillity, watched her 
narrowly, and intercepted a letter she 
had written to the public accuser. By . 
this letter, in which she manifested her 
attachment to the re-establishment of 
royalty, or, in other words, demanded 
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the death for which she eagerly pante J-f 
her friend learned what was passing îû 
her mind. Madame C r not re- 
ceiving any intelligence, and being ap- 
prehensive that her letter had not reach- 
ed its destination, wrote another, to 
prevent the miscarriage of which sfe 
took every precaution. In the interim, 
as her lover Boyer was among the list 
of those who had perished, she was not 
permitted to see the journals puUish- 
ed in the evening. Addressing her- 
self to her fellow prisoners, she told 
them she was certain of his death ; and 
assuring them of her courage, requested 
them to conceal nothing from her. 
They confessed to her that her sus- 
picion was but too true. She received 
the melancholy tidings with the greatest 
firmness, and once more retired to her 
iipartment. She there read over all the 
letters of her lover, fastened them round 
her waist, and passed the night in weep- 
ing. On the following morning she 
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iJrpssed heçself in her best aj^ar^l; ?nd 
beÎDg seated at breakfast with tjië other 
frisoners, heard the tolling of the beU. 
// is /, she excl^med joyfully, whom tbe^ 
teçk. Aditu^ my friends \ I am happy I 
am, ajx^ut to folLqw him* Having pro- 
iK)imcpd these wor,dSt she cut pff \x^ 
fine hair, divided it apbong her Ariendi;, 
.ajpid bestowipg on one a ring, and on 
anc^iier a peçklaçc, jpiadc it a request 
that' they would sojnetimes deign to be- 
stow alppk on herpresents. She now 
quitted th^ii^ a^d b?^ateiaed to the tri- 
bunaL She was thçre asike4 whethoi* 
«he ^as the author of the letter which 
had been the pccasion of the s^minons. 
"2>f,;mOTrt^rjr/' sthe replied, ^' I addressed 
it ta you* Tqu have assassinated niy lover i 
let your, vep^&ance ,m^ fall unjne; I 
^er.yfiu^y head^* On reajching the 
BcaffQl.d^s|iej€Xckitned<, ^^ Here be perished 
jester (àiy at îî^is bwr^ I s^e bis blcod* 
HaJitfinyexei(iUf.ipner9 to mingle with it that 
r^/^he fernale ^o mU red bim*^ Having 
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Uttered these words, she bowed her 
neckto the guîllotîne,repeating,until the 
last moment, the name of the object dF 
her affections. 

Another female, after the death of her 
lover, distinguished herself by 2É trans- 
port of affection differently characte- 
rized, but equaHy tender in its nature. 

She had been present at the execution 
of the unhappy man whom she loved 
most ardently. She followed the body 
to the spot where it was to be interred, 
' together with those of other vîctitns. 
She there endeavdtired, by a biîbe, to 
obtain from the grave digger Jthe head. 
** Eyes,** said she, *' where love once 
reigned, and the histre of which death 
<has just extinguished; the finest flaxen 
locks of hair; and the graces of youth 
blended with the soft melancholy which 
misfortune shed over his brow> — ^such 
is the image of him whom I seek. An 
hundred louis' shall reward thisscrvice.*' 
Having obtained the proxiuse of the 
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liead, she returned alone and trembling 
to the ground, where it was delivered 
to her, and carefully enfolded in her veih 
Nature, however, was less powerful than 
love. This delicate female, exhausted 
by the struggles she had encountered, 
fell at the corner of the street St. Floren- 
tin, and revealed to the terrified view 
of the spectators the burthen she had 
hitherto so carefully concealed. She 
.was sent before the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, the members of which regarded 
as a crime an act which ought to have 
moved them to pity. She was soon 
after led to the scaffold, enchanted with 
, the hope of finding, in a - better world, 
tha object s^e had so passionately loved 
in this. 

There is an e&rt still more glorious. 

than that of a female offering herself as a^ 

• sacrifice. at the shrine of the man by 

whom she was beloved. It consists in 

.dying for a faithless lover; and this 

^superlative greatness of soul, is ex* 
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emplîficd in the history of Madame 

C . 

A young man by whom she had long 
been beloved, and whose affection met 
with the tenderest return, at length for- 
sook her, and became enamoured of 

Madame B » , a lady whose endearing 

qualities might have been urged in palli- 
•ation of his inconstancy. This young 

man was, as well as Madame C , 

apprehended in one of the departments ; 
and the latter being thus united, by mis- 
fortune at least, to her inconstant lover, 
not only pardoned her rival, but also 
addressed to her several affectionate 
letters. The two prisoners learned, 
however, that an order had been given 
to remove them to Paris. The horror 
occasioned by the idea of perishing by the 
hands of the executioner induced them 
to request of Madame fi- ■ , to pro- 
vide poison, and .to meet them at the 
spot where they were to be embarked on 
board a galliot, on such a day, and at 
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êiick ati hour. With this i*equest, thé 
last they couid make to her, Madame 
B — — felt it h€îr duty to comply j and 
repaired at the appointed time to the 
spot which had been named to her, not 
without the most imminent risk of her 
own destruction. Her zeal was un* 
arailingi her wretched friends having 
been sent off to Paris by land. They 
were there lodged iri the prison styled 
the Concier^erky into which it was im- 
possible fof'her to gain admission. The 
youfig man, being desirous to see once 
more the woman whom • he preferred, 
wrote to Madame B to request of 

her to throw herself in his way on the 
day of execution* That day af rived; 
and Madame Br , with all the cou- 
rage of which she was mistress, proceeded 

to the street St, Honoré* Madame C , 

however, being certain that she should" 
not be again separated from him whose 
image was indelibly engraven on her 
heart J oflfered him every consolation she 
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eotiîd bestow. Amid a crowd of tern* 
fied victims» the approaching hour of. 
death was to her alone an interval of 
happiness and joy* As the vehicle to 
which they were conveyed was passing 
through apart of the street St. Honoré, 
Madame B— — saw from a window her 
lover and her rival, bound, at the side 
of each other. They nodded to her, 
and by their gestures bade her the most 
affectionate farewell. The young man 
expressed with his eyes all the grief he 
felt at being obliged to quit her; while 
his female companion, on the contrary, 
with a serene and cheerful countenance, 
seemed to say to her, / am happier than 
thou art^ I shall live with him for ever* 
They disappeared : Madame B — — fell 
into a swoon, from which she did not 
recover until her friends had ceased to 
exist. 

Fraternal tenderness was likewise pro- 
ductive of sacrifices worthy to be ranked 
among those of love and duty* 
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TKe sister of a bookscDor oi ParL»^ 
named Gatty» being present wben sen- 
tence of death was pronounced upon * 
her brother, exclaimed Vive le roi, in 
the presence of the trUiunal. She was 
desirous to perish with him, but this 
melancholy satisfaction was denied her;' 
she was not e:^ecuted until the ensuing 
day. 

Madame de Maillé, confined in the 
Rue de Sevres, fell a victim to her 
affection for her sister-in-law. Being in 
the court of the prison at the time the 
names of those who were immediately 
under accusation were called over, she 
heard her own name pronounced. On her 
coming forward, she remarked that the 
baptismal name was not hers; and that 
consequently some other person must 
be meant. She was asked if she knew 
who that person was; but kept a pro- 
found silence. As those by whom she 
was interrogated were not i^orant that 
the name referred to her sister-in-law. 
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who was iinrfôï àdcusatîori , tKey 0râèïtd 
lier to point out tlite retreat of the lattéf^ 
Tdo not wish ù die^ sKe répltc(!, bint I 
should prefer death a thousand Ûtàts tH 
the shame of saving my own life àt thô 
cxpence of that of another, f am" ready tiS 
follow you,. Such was the effect of htt 
xïiagnanîmîly on tlie monster^, by Wholîî 
she was interrogated>that she was spafed, 
and is still living. 

Madame Elizabeth might have escaped 
from the dangers by which the Boiir* 
bons were menaced, had she chosen to 
join her brothers who had quitted 
France; but she chose rather to neglect 
her own safety, than to abandon her 
unfortunate brother the King. She 
perished shortly after him, and in hef 
last moments displayed all the tranquil* 
lity which belonged to her gentle and 
amiable disposition. In the vehicle in 
which she was conveyed to execution, 
her neck-kerchief fell off. Being ex- 
posed in this state to the view of the 
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Amîtftthfe, ^he addressed AcSé mttti(fi^ 
rablc trords ta the executîoîier : 7;^/^ 
name of modfhtf ItfcJl $n ymiiy cD'Oép ntf 
Boitfm. 

After thcsrurrendcr of Lyoïiîï, a youflg 
girl entered in a frântk state into the? 
^artmcnt where the committee sat^ 
2nd ejtclàîmed: •* My heathers aiom uti^ 
àtt who ar& l^ of my family. Tmi kav(f 
fust ordered therti to be shot : for tMtvfi 
sake allow me to die with them^ In making 
this sad request, she embraced the kneei* 
of the judges ; and oil her being answered 
ih the negative, drowned herself in the 
Rhone. * 

In the above city, and about the same 
time, five prisoners made their escape' 
from a dungeon called la maunjavse cave 
(the unwholesome cellar). The means 
by which their escape was effected had 
been furnished by the sisters of one o# 
them, a young man named PorraL Theses 
young women sacrificed a considerable 
part of their property to be enabled to 
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gain acxesi to their btotlier; and xMd^ 
seyeraJ joumies^ in the [urosecution d^^ 
which they were exposed to the most 
imminent risks^foi the purpose of sup«^ 
plying him with the instruments, ne- 
cessary to effect his escape. In the em» 
ployment of these instruments young 
Fprral'scourageous efforts were crowned 
with success, and he shortly after re- 
paired, with his four compamons, to 
the residence of his sisters, who assisted 
him in concealing himself from the 
search his flight had occasioned* 

Almost every part of France was be- 
come a bloody amphitheatre, in which 
all the feelings of human nature con«, 
tended for the dangerous honour of 
being useful to misfortune. Filial piety, 
however, in devoting itself to calamity, 
seems to have acquired a still stronger 
degree of interest, by the contrast be- 
tween heroism on the one hand, and 
youth and innocence on the other. 

Mademoiselles de Bussy and de Bri^n, 
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tEe former aged fifteen^ the latter nlne^ 
tceB years, accompanied their mothers 
to the prison in which they were con- 
fined^ and which these young ladies : 
were at all times at Hbcrty to quit., - 
They, however, chose rather to partake 
of the captivity of their parents; and: 
when they were obliged to leave them, 
in conformity to. the deoree which 
banished the nobility from Paris, they 
shedtorrents of tears. In their country 
retreat, in which they breathed a pxire 
air, they were daily heard to regret the 
insalubrity of the horrid prison which 
they had been obliged to abandon against . 
their wiU. 

Madame Grimoard, since Madame Po- 
tier, manifested for her mother. Ma-. 
dame Lachabeaussiere, the tenderest and 
most affectionate concern. Having been 
sent to a different prison, she requested, 
notwithstanding she was pregnant, that 
she might bexemoved to Port-Libre, to 
be near her mother, and to afford her. 
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wery «ssîstîtiiœ îa her powén Ôii htf 
arrivai *hfe found thp^t the latter iUra^ 
€OiifiAed in a soHtsu^y dtiîigedn^ and 
treated with the utinoat barbarity. She 
Was sp much affected by this crurfiy, 
that she was occasionally bereft df 
leer senses^ and became the^ Nina, nM 
o£ the «tage, but of: nature. She 
ceased to pay any attentioîi to her dress j 
and stiflFered her hair to flow in wild 
disorder down her back* In this be* 
wildered state, which excited thé pity 
of all who saw her, she at times stood 
motionless, casting her eyes around her,, 
without perceiving any one, and heaving 
deep and heavy groans, at the same 
time that her face and body were vio* 
lently convulsed. At other intervals 
she rose up suddenly, ran through the 
passages, and seated herself on the steps 
oi her mother^s" dungeon* She coe* 
tinued to listen there for à considerable 
time J and if she could not hear any 
noise within^ sighed^ wept^ and ex» 
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claimed m a lamentable tone of voicet 
.0 my mother ! my dear and unbafpy mê^ 
tber! If she heard her mother tread, or 
was soi&ible of the -smallest movement 
withinside, she entered. into a conver* 
«atioa with her; and, to lengthen the 
.arduous pleasure of this intercourse, she 
remained for several hours stretched out 
on the threshold of the door. She did 
pot confine herself to words, but carried 
.daily to her mother a part of her prison 
dlowance, a supply which was the more 
necessary to her existence, as this un- 
fortunate woman was frequently for- 
gotten* When she came to >ask the 
gaolors to open the door of the dun- 
geon, she had to encounter, in accod^if 
,|^ing her purpose, sometimes refusals 
couched in the gros3e«t language, ajnid at 
ether times the most disgusting propo- 
sitions» and most indecent jes^. This 
wast^o.hqr of but Uttle mosBent: sh^ 
was prepared /to endure ©very insult, 
^prpvided she covild {MT^cnt a po]%ifi^^ of 
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lier food to her mother, and embrabê 
her for a few moments. It might have 
been said that all the solicitude of a: mo*- 
ther had infused itself into the soul of 
this tender and affectionate daughter. 
• The same praise is due to Mademoî- . 
selle Delleglace, whose father was ordered 
to be removed from a dungeon at Ly<Mis 
to the Conciergerie at Paris. Until that 
time she had not quitted him; and asked 
permission of the guard to enter the car- 
riage in which he was to be conveyed to 
the capital. She could not obtain this 
indulgence; but in such cases the heart 
surmounts every obstacle in its way. 
Notwithstanding she was of a very d^ 
cate constitution, she resolved to reach 
her destination on foot; and followed» 
for a space of more than an hundrfed 
leagues, the vehicle in which her Either 
was seated, without losing si^ of it for 
a moment, unless to procuré hite food 
in the towns through which the road 
passed, or, in the evenings, to beg ablaa- 
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lûct to cover him for the night, in the 
afferent dungeons in which he was ] 
lodged. She did not cease for a moment, 
either to accompany him, or to admini- ' 
ster to his wants, until she was separated 
from him by the gates of the Con- 
ciergerie. Having been accustomed to 
soften the hearts of gaolers, she did not 
despair of being enaUed to disarm those 
by whom her parent was oppressed. For 
the space dF three months she did not 
iail, every morning, to solicit in his fa- 
vour the leading members of the com- 
mittee of public safety; apd at length 
succeeded in overcoming their denials. 
Plroud of having rescued her father firom 
destruction, she accompanied him to 
Lyons; but heaven did not permit her 
to oijoy, in this world at least, the fruit 
of her labour and assiduity. She fdl 
rick on the road, exhausted by the ex- 
cessive fatigues she had undergone, and 
thus sacrificed her owri life to save that 
c( the author of her existence* 
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equally couragecHiys in defence qî her fa- 
ther, who had, ^ well asi herself, beep 
sentenced to death in the ^ar of I^ 
Vendee. By her address she preveoted 
him from jbeiag apprehended^ and con« 
^oealed Hm at the house of a mechanic» 
"who h;id formerly been a servant in the 
family, seeking elsewhere an asylnm for 
iicrself* They were thus both of them 
i^hekered from pereecutiQnj but as. their 
.property had been confiscated, and as 
compai^ion is worn out by importunities, 
their resources were soon , exhau3ted. 
MademoiseSedelaR^^cbefoucauldJearti^ 
that her father was on the point of fajl- 
ling a prey %o want, , and being unable, as 
£ût herself was nearly in the-sanae pre- 
dicament, to afford him any assistance, 
she rosolved m devote herself ico deat)i 
for his sake. A republican ^g^^al hs|p. 
fieniî^ to pass at the' timethrpiigh tl^ 
-fixt vpi which ^e ihad saught refuge, 
she inform!^ J%M:n, i^ a hs^t^r couched i^t 



d by Google 



97 

. the most pathetic terms, of the deplora- 
ble situation of her father, offering to 
submit to the mandate pronounced 
against her, if he wouid engage to afford 
instant relief to her aged parent, who 
was perishing through want. The gene- 
ral instantly paid her à visit; but, in- 
stead of finding in him an enemy, she 
met with a protector. He bestowed on 
the father the needful succours, saved 
the daughter, and, after the fall of Ro- 
bespierre, put them once more in posses- 
sion of their property, by obtaining the 
abro^tion of their sentence. 

The anecdote of Mademoiselle Bois- 
Berenger, the younger, is equally to be 
admired, and is perhaps still more affect- 
ing. The act of accusation had been pre- 
ferred against her mother, father, and 
sister ; while she alone appeared to have 
been forgotten by the murderers of her 
family. How many tears did this sad 
preference cause her to shed! In her 
despair she exclaimed, **// is thus that I 
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i^m condemned to survive you! We shall not 
die together P^ She tore her hair from her 
head, embracing alternately her mother, 
sister, and father; and, while she bathed 
them with her tears, repeating in a sor- 
rowing tone, ** We shall not he permitted 
to die together r^ The act of accusation, 
after which she had so earnestly panted 
being at length arrived, instead of weep- 
ing, and expressing her regret, she gave 
vent to the most immoderate transports 
«f joy ; and having again embraced her 
parents, exclaimed, " We shall die toge-- 
therP^ It might have been supposed that 
she held in her hand the order for their 
dejiveraiice, and her own. She dressed 
herself as if she had been going to an as- 
sembly, and cut off the tresses of her fine 
head of hair. On quitting the Con- 
ciergerie she held in her arms her unfor- 
tunate mother, whose despondency was 
the only chagrin she felt; endeavouring 
to rouse *her courage, and to afford her 
consolation. On their reaching the scaf- 
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fold, she said to her, ** B^ cûnsaied; bi 
consoled^ I beseech you. Are you not happy} 
ITou do not carry life smallest regret to the 
grave: all your family accompanies you \ and 
you are about to receive the reward of your 
manifold virtues J*' 

Madame de Malezey, whose elegance 
equalled her beauty, displayed a similar 
constancy in her copduct towards her 
father, under sentence of condemnation. 
She watched over him incessantly; con- 
soled him until the moment of his death ; 
and expired on the same scafFold. 

There have been several instances of 
women, who, solely from motives of 
humanity, have displayed that generous 
disregard for their eadstence, which 
others have manifested through an at* 
tachment to the most sacred bonds of 
union. 

A short time after the 31st of May, 
Lanjuinais, an outlawed deputy, came 
to Rennes, and sought a refuge in the. 
hou^e of his mother, who' had no other 
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domestic in her service except an old 
waiting maid, from whom he considered 
that it was necessary td conceal the truth. 
Having one day read in a public print 
that Guadet had been executed at Bour- 
deaux, and that all the friends who had 
afforded him shelter had been compre- 
hended in his proscription, without the 
exception of the servants who had neg- 
lected to make a declaration of his asy- 
lum, he saw the peril to which his pre- 
sence exposed his mother's waiting wo- 
man, and resolved, at the risk of his life, 
to free her from danger. He informed 
her of his real situation, warned her of 
what she might reasonably apprehend, 
'and urged her to quit the house, after 
having enjoined her profound secresy. 
She replied that she would not forsake 
him, however imminent the danger 
might become J and that she should meet 
death with a perfect unconcern, if she . 
Were to have the misfortune to lose him. 
All the entrcatî^^a he could urge were of 
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no avail, as she stîU persisted in her 
resolution to abide by her old mistress, 
and her master» until the last moment. 
At length Lanjuinais allowed himself to 
be prevailed on ; and, by the address of 
this female, remained concealed until the 
fall of Robespierre, when his protectress 
had the satisfaction to find that her vir- 
tuous obstinacy was rewarded by the 
safety both of the son and the mother* 
Mary, a servant in a prison at Bour- 
dcaux, treated those who were incarce- 
rated there with so much feeling and hu- 
manity, that two young men, whom she 
had inspired with a great degree of confi- 
dence, were induced to apply to her to 
sdd them in effecting their escape. Hav- 
ing consented to their escape, and having 
furnished them with the means, when 
they were on the eve of quitting the pri- 
son, each of them tendered her an assig- 
nat of five hundred livres, as a testimony 
of his gratitude. * She was so much hurt 
by this dfier, that she said to them, " Tou 
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are tmderervtng of the service I am about 
. Ho render youy since ym have so Utile esteem 
for me^ as to imagine that I am swayed by 
the paltry motives if interest*^* They 
observed to her, but ineffectually, that 
their only motive, in offering her ino«- 
ney, was to shelter her from want ; in 
case a suspicion of her having aided 
them in their flight, should oblige her 
to make her escape from th€ prison. Her 
reply convinced them that they must 
either forbear to speak of money, or re-- 
fuse to accept the aid she had promised 
to afford them. They at4cngth yidded, 
and asked her what pledge of their grate- 
ful sensibility they could leave in ter 
posses$ion. *^ Embrace me j* she relied; 
*^ this is the cnly answer I have to give 
you.** 

MademoiscHe Boyer, a sempstress at 
Marseilles, wus summoned b^^re the tci'c 
bunal of that plaoe, as an evidence on tixe 
tri^d of an individual who lidd in r^iity 
been guilty of the r evoâutionary crime 

Digitized by VjOC^QIC 



10$ 

âUeged against him. With avilir te 
save his life, she gave a deposition in his 
£2tvouT; and paid on the scaffold the 
forfeit of this generous falsehood. 

In the city of Brest a stranger entered 
the house of Madame Ruviliy, and de*- 
manded of her an asylum against thç 
proscription. This unfortunate old man 
liad attained his eightieth year. The 
compassij6nate disposition of the lady 
forbad her to think of the danger to 
which she was about to expose herself; 
the stranger was unhappy, which was 
to her a sufficient motive to aflSord hina 
the shelter he solicited 5 and she accord^^ 
ingly hastened to administer to his 
ivants and necessities. Two days after 
the old man was about to take his leav^ 
of her. Madame RuviUy, whose deli- 
cacy had prevented her from a&ing him 
any questions, having expressedJier sur^ 
prise at his sudden departure, 1^ con- 
fessed to her that he was a priest, ob- 
serving that as kc was, on that account: 
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alone^ devoted to persecution, he was 
apptebensive that he might endanger 
her safety by a longer stay in her house^ 
** Permit me^* continued he, " to free you^ 
by my absence^ from the dangers to which 
you exposed yourself when you afforded me 
a shelter^ and spare me the grief of having 
involved you in my own destruction.^ *' But 
where will you retire to V^ said Madame 
Ruvilly. ^^God will provide me a retreat ^^ 
said be. ** WbatP* said sb€, '* have you 
then no place of retreat^ and would you wish 
me to suffer your departure ? — No — the 
greater' your danger^ the more interest I 
take in your safety. I pray you remain in 
this house ^ and hope for more tranquil days ^^ 
The old man refused her oflfer, and in 
spite of her earnest entreaties, remained 
unconquered in this combat of gene» 
rosity. Madame Desmarets, sister of 
Madame Ruvilly, who was at that time 
on a visit at her house, was present 
at this affecting scene, and preserved 
inviolably the secret. But the eyes of 
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tyranny are always watchful, and thi5 
act of hospitality was by some means 
discovered. Madame Ruvilly gloried in 
. the service which she had rendered to 
the old priest, even in the presence of her 
judges ; and was only afflicted to find that 
her sister was condemned as an accom- 
plice with her, for not having betrayed 
the secret. These two females yielded 
nobly to their fate, under the conscious 
pride of dying for a generous action. 

Madame Bedée, and Madame Bouquey, 
residing, the one at Landujan, and the 
other at'Bourdeaux; Mademoiselle Cau- 
chois, a haberdasher at Dieppe, with 
many others, had. also the glory of pe- 
rishing for having exercised the duties 
of hospitality towards the niiserable pro- 
scribed ministers of religion of various 
denominations. 

Madame Payssac residing at Paris, not 
merely granted but even proffered the 
fisylum of her house. Rabaud de St. 
Etienne was outlawed by the proceeding» 
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of the thirty*first of May ; Madame Pays- 
sac entreated him to accept her hospitali- 
ties. In vain he demonstrated the danger 
to which she would expose herself; such 
was the energy of her humanity, that she 
overcame every scruple of Rabaud. He 
was, however, discovered at her house; 
and soon afterwards she followed him to 
the scaffold, with the same courage which 
she had displayed, when he had first de» 
scribed to her the peril of her hospitality* 

Condorcet, at this period of time, was 
proscribed and pursued. A female friend 
proposed to him her house for a {dace 
of concealment. He refused it, cx- 
daimingy " Tou would be deprived <f 
the rights of a citizen/'' <* Alas/*' replied 
she, ^ am I deprived of the rights of hu^ 
tnanity ?'* This answer did not shake his 
resolution. In a short time after he 
was found killed by his own hands^ at 
a viHage near Paris. 

Madame le Jai, a bookseller at Paris, 
succeeded better; she cntertaiaed tl>e 
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deputy Doulcet de Pontécoulant ; and 
«0 ingenious was her zeal, that she 
preserved her own life and that of the 
deputy. 

The niece of a sexton at Brussels was 
/equally fortunate insuccouring a Frenchi» 
man, who had fled thither for refuge in 
•tko^e days of blood. It was after the 
battle of Hurus, when the French troops 
retreated into Bdgium* In danger of 
being taken prisoner at Brussels, he was 
^ying from his pursuer^, when passing 
by a door at which a young woman 
was sitting, instigated by pity, she called 
jeut to /him to stop, adding, ** Tou are 
hst ifyoufruceed*^* " And iflreiurn^^ 
replied he, " / 0m lost aUo}' « Well 
iben^* said she, '* er^er here J* He ac- 
cepted her ofifer. — After having ac- 
quainted him that the liouse belonged 
to berunde,whowouldnotsufFerher to 
i^ter him, if he knew it,— she con- 
ducted èim to a barn^ where she xoiu 
Cfifttedlum. Scarcely was it dark» when 
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some soldiers came to take up their 
quarters for the night, in this very 
barn. The niece watched them unper- 
ccivcd; and when they were^ asleep, she 
crept softly to the plate, where she had 
hidden the young man from harm, to 
remove him from a situation which had 
become so dangerous* Just, however, 
as he was quitting the barn, one of the 
soldiers awoke, and seized him by the 
hand. In an instant she glided be- 
tween them, eiwclaiming, " Leave me 
alone ^ do — it is I— who — *' There was no 
occasion to finish the sentence : " the 
soldier, deceived by the voice of a wo- 
man, released liis captive* She then con- 
ducted her protégé tp her own chamber; 
and taking from thence a lamp and the 
keys of the church, they proceeded 
thither, and at length arrived at a little 
chapel, which the ravages of war had 
despoiled of its decorations. Behind 
the altar, there was a trap door, which 
it was extremely difficult to discover* 
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hen it was lifted up, " You perceive,^' 
isaidshe, "those dark steps; they lead 
to a vault, which holds the remains of 
an illustrious family; it is not probable 
that they will suspect you to be con- 
cealed Lji this gloomy retreat. Have 
the courage to remain here, and I will 
apprise you of the first favourable oppor- 
tunity of efiecting your escape/* The 
Frenchman did not hesitate; he de- 
scended J3oldly. What was his surprise, 
when casting his eyes around, the first 
objects which he perceived by the light . 
of the lamp, \^ere the arms of his own 
Family, which was originally of-Brussels. 
He recognized the tombs of his ances- 
tors; he saluted their remains with re- 
rerance, gazed with tender melancholy 
upon the marble which inclosed them. 
While he was indulging these reflections 
ihe sexton^s niece retired. In the pleas- 
ng recollections thus recalled to his 
nind, antd in the cherished hope of again 
)eholding a wife, whom he adored, he 
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for a considerable time forgot the her 
rors of his drear abodev Two days, how 
ever, having elapsed, without the retun 
of his fair deliverer, he began to b< 
terrified with a variety of apprehensions 
Sometimes he imagined that she hac 
fallen a victim to her generosity; and" 
at others he was seized with the dread- 
ful persuasion, that she had forgottenl 
him. The dread of absolutely perish- 
ing through want of food, now added 
new horrors to his situation, and a more 
dreadful death appeared to threaten 
him, than t\i2Xfro?n which be had escaped. 
His spirits failed; his energies forsook 
him, and he sunk senseless on the coffin 
of one of his ancestors. At length a 
noise roused his attention ; it was the 
voice of his tender-hearted delivereri?vho 
was calling him ; the joy he felt in his 
exhausted state, overpowered him, and 
when he would have answered her, the 
power of utterance failed him. She, 
construing his silence into that of death. 
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was seized with a chilling horror, and 
let the trap-door fall. The unhappy 
man, feding all the horrors of his 
threatened fate, made a most violent 
effort, and shrieked aloud: she heard 
his screams, and returning, hastened to. 
him with refreshment, and consoled 
him by an explanation of the causes of 
her long absence, and an assurance, that 
she had taken such steps as would in- 
fallibly prevent their recurrence. She 
was about to leave him, when the clash- 
ing of arms struck his ear j she instantly 
retired, and beckoned to the French- 
man to be silent. It was in fact a party 
of armed soldiers, who had accused the 
sexton of having concealed an emigrant 
in thechurch,and he being perfectly igno- 
rant of the imprudence of his niece, had 
brought thither for the purpose of sa-» 
tisfying themselves of his innocence, by 
a strict search. No part of the church 
escaped their vigilant s^rch j they ex- 
amined every corner, and even marched 
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over the trap-door. What a terrible 
situation for the two prisoners! Every 
step which they heard penetrated their 
hearts, and seemed to them the ap- 
proach of their last moment. The noise, 
however, gradually subsided, and at 
length entirely ceased. The young 
woman then ventured forth, and cau- 
tiously surveyed the church, where a 
profound silence now reigned. She re- 
turned to quiet the alarms of the young 
Frenchman, and then retired. For seve- 
ral days after this event she regularly 
brought him his daily sustenance, until 
at length the moment arrived, when he 
• was enabled to quit his subterraneous 
retreat with safety. He then bade a 
tender and ^respectful farewel to the 
manes of his ancestors, which had thus 
protected him, ascended living from the 
tomb, regained the open air, and swiftly 
flew to the embraces of a wife, whose 
tfond and endearing caresses taught him 
still more highly to appreciate the .be- 
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ncvolent interference df his generous 
deliverer. 

If we consult the proceedings of Car- 
rier, and of Joseph Lebon, we shall find, 
that many woîfnen, în order to snatch a 
father or a husband from death, were 
even compelled to yield to the brutal de- 
sires of these barbarians in whose power 
they were placed : and I am of opinion 
that nothing merits more the nam*c of 
virtue, than this sacrifiée of even virtue 
itsdf, this horrible torture of embracing 
monsterscovered with blood and crimes^ 
for the purpose of preserving a beloved 
object. 

The noble action of Mademoiselle 
Sombreuil, during the massacres of vSep. 
tcmber, is too generally' knowj^i to re^ 
quire particular detail. It is just, how- 
ever, that I should notice it in this 
place, as a new testimony of her de- 
votcdness to her father, that when one 
of the ruffians agreed to save him, he 
made it a condition that îÉiiS should 

VOL. III. I 
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drink a glass of human blood. Fffial 
affection empowered her even to yidd 
to this horrible proposition. From that 
time she had frequent and regular fits of 
convulsions. She never relaxed, how- 
ever, in her attentions to her parent j 
but shared his bondage, when he was 
again imprisoned during the reign of 
terror. The first time she appeared 
among the other prisoners, every eye, 
moistened with tears, was fixed upon 
her J and she received from, every heart 
the acknowledgments dtue to virtue^ 
Tl;e citizen Coèltant celebrated her in 
an affecting romance. Madame Rosambo 
addressed her m a sentence which reflects, 
equal honour on them both. She was^ 
leaving. thé prison, in order to appear be- 
fore the tribunal^ in company with thc^ 
venerable Malesherbcs, when she per- 
ceived .Mademoiselle SombreuiL — ^^-Tau 
have had the gloriom satisfaction to pre^ 
serv^yourfathery and Ibave the ^onsolatia» 
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Tke daughter of the worthy Cazotte^ 
rescued hkn al«o^ froin the hands of the 
murderèf s, during the massacres in the 
prisons. As this transaction is not knowc^ 
so well as the preceding' one^ it may be 
proper to relate the particulars* 

Some days before the ad of Septenf-^ 
ber, Mademoiselle Cazotte, who had- 
been arrested and thrawn into prison; 
with her father, was^ prbnouriced inno- 
cent, and set at liberty ; — ^but unwilling; 
to leave her father alone, and without 
assistance, she obtained permission to^ 
remain with him. At kngth arrived 
those days of horror, destined to be the 
last of so many of the French. Made-- 
moiselle Cazotte, by the beauty of her 
person, the sweetness of her manners,. 
arid the energy of her persuasion, had 
gained over to her wishes some Miar*^ 
sellois, who had entered into ^thei 

i 

• Author of several ingenious worksL; *suçh as 
^KvUr, le Diable Amoureux, &c..&Ciii^., 
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interior of the prison, and to whom 

she was indebted for the life of her 

parent. After a dreadful slaughter, 

which lasted more than thirty hours, 

the old man was condemned, and was 

on the point of perishing beueath the 

blows of a groupe of assassins, when Jjis 

daughter rushed between him and the 

tnurderers, her hair dishevelled, her face 

pale as death, yet rendered still more ia* 

teresting by her disorders and her tearsL. 

^' Tou shall not reach n^ father^^' exclaiia- 

cd she, " until you have fierced my heart J" 

A cry of pardon now* reacljipd her ears ; 

an hundred voices echoed k j the 

Marsellois forced their passage to Made* 

moiselle Cazotte, and restored her father 

in safety to his rejoicing family. 

This joy was, however, of short dura- 
tion. On the 1 2th of Septenkher Cazotte 
was a jseond time thrown into priso^a- 
His daughter accompanies him to the 
Condergiere, but is cruelly repulsed Jby 
the gaoter, and is refused admisfiion. Sbjc 
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flks to the minister of the interior, and 
by tears and supplications at length ex- 
torts permission to assist her father. She 
now passed her nights and days by- his 
side, and never quitted him except for 
thç purpose of interesting his judges in 
his favour, or of arranging measures for 
his defence* Already was she satisfied of 
the aid of the same Marsellois to whom 
she was oiî the former occasion so much 
indebted ; already had she collected to- 
gether the women, who had promised 
to second her efforts; she begaa even to 
hope, — ^when he was secretly murdered. 
Her zeal had awakened the apprehen- 
sions of the enemies of Cazotte, who re- 
sorted to that method of preventing his 
escape a second time. In short, during 
the absence of his daughter, they imbrued 
their hands in the blood of that man, 
whose venerable age, whose talents, and 
whose sufferings on the dreadful second 
of September, when the stroke of death 
hovered over his bead during thirty 
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iours, ought to have exdted their re- 
spect and veneration. Mademoiselle Ca- 
zotte did not learn her dreadful loss.un^ 
til she was liberated; when her grief is 
not tobe described. She was thus stripped 
of every consolation save that of soften^ 
îng the sorrows of her mother; and to 
this duty she devoted herself with all 
that tenderness of feeling with which 
nature has endowed her. 

Cmclusion af the Notes to the Pifem of 
Mm Le^ôuvé^ 
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THE NIKTH Oî THERJMîDOR *. 

At length .a period was put to the hoN 
rbrs which had so long desolated France* 
The ninth of Thermidor overthrew the 
scafiblds, opened the prisons, and de^- 
stroyed those monsters who had been 
the authors, or the abettors, ofiso many 
tfiiseries and crimes. 

The dominion of terror was termi- 
nated by a sudden stroke. This most 
important event was accomplished în 
one single day j and one single woman, 
yes, one woman, f was in a great degree 
the author of thià public blessing. 

* This person, whose courage ought to 
be recorded in the history of these times, 
was Madame Cabarus, so long known by 
the name of Madame Tallien. 

♦ I can myself testify the truth of the facti an J 
the authenticity of the letters contained in tliid 
article. 

t Du« fasmina facti# Vino it» 
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Robespierre, în the zenith of his power, 
was secretly tormented by a driead of 
several leading men^bers of the assembly* 
Among the number of those, who re- . 
volted at the despotism of this monster, 
was Tallien. Such was the crisis of 
affairs, that Robespierre fdt that he must 
himself perish, or that he must instantly 
crush those, who, though they seemed to 
submit to a power, which they dared not 
to resist, betrayed at the same time their 
discontent and impatience. Amidst this 
rageforproscription,hefearedthecourage 
of Bar ras, the unpolished but convincing 
eloquence of Legendrc, and the address 
andpopularity of Tallien. Madame Caba- 
rus was at that time attached to the latter. • 
Robespierre determined to conjure up a 
plot at Bourdeaux, with a view to ruin ^ 
TalHen. One of his agents accordingly 
went to Fontenay-auS'Rosesj to induce 
Madame Cabarus to enter into this hor- 
rid project, whose proposals she spurned 
with indignation. She was conse<iuçntly 
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Imprisoned în one of the dungeons of 
Paris; and sortie days after, wl^en it was 
supposed that terror and debility had 
overcome her courage^ Robespierre sent 
one of his infernal agents to het prison. 
The bolts are drawn back; the infamous 
messenger enters, and addresses these 
'^Arords to Madame Cabarus, who had 
rested upon filthy straw, and had been 
barely kept alive by a small portion of 
black bread. , , , 

** I âm come to offertoyoulifeor death j 
reflect well upon the only means which 
can save you from the scaffold : Robes- 
pierre himself has sent me: The life of 
TaDien is incompatible with the welfare 
of .the people; reasons of state compel 
the committee to proscribe himj then 
sign this paper, * which public interest 
requires of you, — Sign it, and this 

* This was a letter, fabricated for the purpose, 
and addressed to Robespierre, exfculpating herself, 
but indirectly admitting the existence of a plot at 
Bourdeauxi 



d by Google 



I2ft 

moment you shall be set at liberty; and 
thus by a submission to the proposal I 
oflFer yoU) you will at once preserve your 
country and yoursdt 

** Again I entreat you to reflect upon 
my offers — my orders are to release you 
from your prison if you accept it ; or oil 
the other hand to lead you instantly to 
execution/* 

" Return to him, who sent you,** an- 
swered Madame Cabarus. " Go tell 
Robespierre, that even in the depth of 
this dungeon, my courage is superior to 
his power. He trembles on his iron 
throne; and I am tranquil in my chains* 
Leave me then : — I will never purchase 
life by an unworthy action.** 

The messenger departed violently en-* 
raged. No sooner had he left her^ than 
Madame Cabarus, reflecting on the few 
hours of life that probably remained to 
her, began to ruminate upon the means 
of apprising Tallien of the fate which 
awaited himi and of instigating him» H 
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possible, by some bold effort to rescue 
ï'rance from the sanguinary grasp of her 
oppressor. This communication could 
only be effected by writing; and she 
despaired of being able to accomplish it» 
Being permitted to walk in an inner 
court-yard in the evening, as she was 
taking that exercise, and sorrowfully re- 
flecting upon her project, the stump of a 
lettuce was thrown over the wall, and fell 
at her feet. She instantly picked it 
tip, and perceived that it had been 
hollowed; she immediately hurried to 
her apartment, and upon examination 
discovered 'in the inside a note,^ which 
informed her, that an individual by this 
method offered to assist her; and that in 
the course of that night * she should be 
furnished with pens, ink, and paper, and 
the means of corresponding with her 
friends. 

This good genius was a woman; and 

* This happened oû the 6th of Thennidor* . 
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fia performed her promise. By her aid 
Madame Cabarus dispatched the follow- 
ing letter to Tallien: 

" The minister of police has just left 
this place; he came to announce to me, 
that to-4norrow I am to appear at the 
tribunal; that is to say, I am to ascend 
the scaffold. This is very unlike a dream 
which I have had to-night. — Robespierre 
was no more, and the prison doors were 
opened. -*- A brave man might perhaps^ 
have realiaed this dream; but, thanks to^ 
your notorious cowardice, there remains, 
not one capable of accomplishing so 
much good. Adieu !** 

These few words from a courageous^ 
woman aroused the energies of Tallien^ 
and his friends^ and the 9th. of Ther- 
wddot ensued» 
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ANSWER OF TALUEN. 
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Be you as prudent, as I have been 
brave j and above all be tranqml/* 

It is not pretended that this conduct 
of Madame Cab^riis was the direct cause 
of the important event of the 9th of 
Thermidor; Jbut it is highly worthy of 
our admiration as evincing her great pre- 
sence of mind, and her magnanimous 
fortitude. Nor ought it ever to be for- 
gotten that this interesting woman, 
who was thus miraculously preserved, 
has devoted the meridian of her life to 
\ active and useful benevolence. 

For a considerable time previous to the 
9th of Thermidor, she managed the re- 
presentatives of the people at Bourdeaux, 
and never was the influence of wit and 
beauty more happily employed. By her 
means the revolutionary committee was 
several time^ dissolved ; and when* she 
was unable to prevent the passing of 
those sanguinary laws by which it was 

Digitized by VjO(3|QIC 



126 

Te-estabHshed, slie snatched so many vTo 
timsfrom îtshorribledecrees^thatthereîs 
scarcdy a family in Botxrdeaux which is 
not compelled to acknowledge her mira^ 
culous exertions with admiration and 
gratitude. At Paris a multitude of per- 
sons of both sexes, and of every condi- 
tion, are indebted to her for their liberty, 
their fortunCy and their life* I am my- 
self among the number of those whom 
«he has released from captivity. I can- 
not doubt, but that every individual 
whom she has preserved in times so try- 
ing, and so perilous, has evinced the pro^- 
Roundest gratitude. If there are any 
who are ungrateful, I pity theau 
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SKETCH OF THE MAMNERff AND COK-- 
DITION OF WOMEN IN MODERN RU* 
ROPE. 

Without fettering the sex, I tHnk I 
may assert, that there is scarcely a coun- 
try in Europe, which has nc^ furnished 
Bie with the history of some one cele- 
brated and illustrious woman y though^ 
excepting Margaret of Waldemar, Cathe- 
rine the second, and Christina Queen of 
Sweden, who by her qualities of mind„ 
her extraorcfinary life, and her abdica- 
tion of the crown merits a place in his- 
tory, few others have obtained a reputa- 
tion of sufficient celebrity ta be ranked 
with Elizabeth and Catherine the firsts 

I therefore confine myself in this^ 
slight sketch of modern Europe to that 
part of the siibject which relates to the 
^ex, whose history I am writing*^ 

* I 9m indebted for tbe most interesting parts- 
«f this chapter to M* Alexandre de la Borde. 
Ttùs isitelligeat yoon^ writer is already veil 
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It might be naturally expccj:ed tkat 
the condition of women in countries 
equally civilized, would be nearly the 
same; but the caprice of mankind, and 
the forms of governments, necessarily in- 
fluence the laws concerning this part of 
society. It is principally to the degrees 
of independency allowed to women that 
these laws relate,and in this respect there 
is an endless variety of distinctions in 
the legislation of the different states^ of 
Europe. 

The causes of these diferenccs are not 
easily to be traced» How was it tbkt in 
Prance thecommon law relative to hcre- 
* ditary succession, between maïe and fe- 
male, was in several provinces so oppo- , 
gîte to that of others? How is it that * 
Gern^^anyjPoland, and Russia, differ so 

known to tht lilerary world by scrcral produc- 
tions of great merit* His travels in Spain are 
now in the preas; wd i^ dôscrlption of an s^nçîent 
Mosaic found in (Jis city of Italica wifl soon 
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much în the proportion of property al- 
lotted to women? How is it that in dif- 
ferent states of even the same quarter of 
the globe, we find the women excluded 
in one place from any pretension to the 
throne, .while in anotlier they ascend it 
by r^ht of succession ? Tlie caprice of 
the powerful is the only reason that can 
be assigned. I shall not eveJQ atten^pt to 
investigate which system is the best; but 
«hall merely mention a few examples. 
If women had been universally excluded 
from exercising thé sovereign authority, 
Elizabeth, Joan of Naples, Christina, 
.the two Catherines, and many others 
which might be named, would not 
have adorned the throne, nor have ob- 
tained from their grateful country, and 
the world at large, the title oi great men *. 
If a greater or less: share of indepen- 
dence has itj^ proportionate degree of in- 
fluence 0Û the state of women, the par- 

^ Rex fuît Elizabeth ; fuît et Regîna iaoobus« 

OWEN* 
VOL. III. - K 
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tîcular forms of governments have a stîli 
greater. Republics are as detrimental to 
their ambition, as monarchies are favoura- 
ble to them. The important figure which 
they made in the -early period» of the 
Roman Republic, has, it is true, been 
handed down to the present times; but 
the manners of society were then pure 
and uncontammated. The women, if I 
may be allowed the expression, had at that 
time less of their sex in their distinctive 
qualities; and accordin^lygainedagreater 
celebrity by th^sc they borrowed fi^om 
the men, than by their own habitual 
means of seduction. They acquired ad- 
miration by the elevation of the mind, 
rather -than by the graces of the body; 
and by the solidity of their sentiments, 
rather than by the subtility of their wit. 
A triumph of this nature is unnatural. 
Each of the sexes ought to acquire the 
kind of esteem which peculiarly belongs 
to it; and if a stoical energy, by which 
the sentimeuts of nature are sacrificed to 
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the public good, be sought, it ought fi- 
ther to be expected from the courage of 
mèBjthanfrointhatofa sexwhich should 
constantly be apprehensive of betraying 
itsetf,and of obeying the dictates of the 
heart, instead of consulting reason. 

In Switzerland, in the days of William 
TeD, the women were, in common withr 
the men, seized with thecnthusiasm of K- 
berty. At that time, however, the simpli- 
city of their manners, and the pure love 
by which they wete animated, assimi- 
lated them with the paîssions of ithdr 
huàbarids_. As soon as tranquillity was 
re<*establisbed in their native mountaStis, 
the absemre of luxttryj as well as of t^e 
arts which embellish society, allowed 
them no other pleasures than those whicH 
th^ bounteous hand of nature bestowed*, 
and no other employment than the dis^ 
charge of their duties. The young girl^, 
associating with each other, and enjoying 
from their infancy agreat share of libejty, 
preserved, amid their independence, the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



parity of th^ morals. The certainty 
of being united to the object of thdx 
choice^ prevented all gallantry for the 
present, and all coquetry for the future* 
In other countries, such, for instance, as 
France, the romance of the life of a 
pretty anâ aipiable female, begins on the 
day of her marriage; while that of a 
S^dt^ woma^ is to be dated from her 
«rfy youth, whcin she sedulously en- 
quired ^er the being; who was best 
suijted^ ti h^, wishes. When, after a 
bj^ of sevciçd ycars^ she had.provedthe 
hevt oiflicr Ipver, she could have, on 
hqs marriage,, no other projet before 
her than, that of the affectioaôf her husr 
l^and^ andof her, children, to whose com* 
forte 2X1 her a$»siduiti£3$, as a good houses 
^fc^ were to be directed, This wa^ 
thç j^pcip^ object, p£ her sflliatwdo, in 
a,, sft^ite oi sQQety; ia; which intrigues 
Jul? plaças ^ and m^ were unk;i:p,wi:^ 
Tjie UwSv w^exp, &^i and.ca^,d^y bqte 
sv.]:è^si)blwçe tc^ %t opf^iif: whid^tM 
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bfeétt predêdeci. Tht sodd pfcasuréé 
were tess tfnhtikuouâ, and mox'e simple) 
tîie fottmnes less brilliant, zûd tiuxè 
solid. Thfe pîttttre affords a m<M(^ îtn** 
jpeï&ct idea of pleaistore than of happiness; 
How strikîiig a contrast èoes Italy 
ftjBbrd ! There the «ensations, taried ÎA 
cvary possïble way, aït the scAt aith of a 
scx'which strives unceasingly to taste and 
to ihsj^ pka^re» Love, thé thtattcs, 
the arts, ^ich cohtribute to Inis^ry, 
ahd a state of liistfess iliddence, divide 
the time of that vd[iii>ttaoUs sex. No* 
thing cart better evihde the fcadt consent 
of the husbands to thfe preltaatutfe gal- 
lantry of their wivfes^ thati the swahn of 
cicisbeos ♦, of ^qtiircs, devbted to the 
Ordtets of the latteh In reality, tht 
cicUh^ is feet the perSon to whoih they 
are most ihdiilg^ht; but being tonstaht 
ki his ftttçhdlanc^ oh thefat, he is ^t least 

. ♦ ît frequently happens that the husbands 
thei&sdires xnake choice of these cic'ubeoi fer tixeir 
^v^s diiring Ûie sitst ^ar of Jnarrlage. 
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ùkt iviage of the lover with whom it is 
in a manner agreed on they cannot dis- 
pense. Being considered as the mere 
embellishments of society, and regarding 
themselves in no other point of view, 
they canHbe entitled but to a small share 
cf consideration. As their address is 
directed to amorous intrigues, rather 
than to business, either public or pri- 
vate, they seldom interfere in the latter. 
In short, the part they act is more 
pleasurable than important. I must, 
however, dp justice to several Italian 
women, and more particubrly to those 
of Florence, Sienna, and Rome, who 
are well informed, and who cultivate 
sedulously the arts and literature. In 
proportion as their taste is refined by 
these studies^ their inclinations become 
less vicious; and while their national 
character still preserves all its natural 
vivadty, their society becomes highly 
agreeable. 

With more gravity, the Spanish wo- 
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men have perhaps an equal share of 
gallantry. Being more circumspect than 
the females of Italy, the mysterious 
manner in which their intrigues were 
formerly conducted, and the impene- 
trable veil which was thrown over them, 
brought them nearer to the natural 
state of their sex, whose duty it is> to 
charm by its modesty, and to rivet the 
aflfections by its bashfulness. It should 
be observed, that Spain having been the 
nursery of ancient gallantry, the mere 
recollection of this circumstance has left 
behind it a marked respect and deference 
on the part of one of the sexes towards 
the other. Vanity being the basis of 
the character of females, the countries 
in which the most marked consider- 
ation is bestowed on them, are those in 
which tjiey may be led to think them- 
selves the happiest. 

The very jealousy of the Spaniards 
is a kind of employment which the wo* 
men have traced out for them, and by 
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wliicfi the latter have long acquired im'» 
partance in tbeir own cttî^âatiom. 

In any eountry whatever, îf the sex 
dreads persecution, it is equally ap^e^ 
hensfve of neglect ; and would p^aps 
prefer a di^t diare of torment, to the 
huffiifiatien of being deemed insi^ifi* 
cant. If the aocounte of traTcUers are 
to be credited, the traces of the ancient 
ipanners are more particularly to be 
found in certain provinces of Sp:ûn. la 
Madrid, morals are become so rdaxed, 
^ toconi^ybut an imperfect idea of 
the gallantry introduced by the Moors* 
V the ItaËan women have a cicisùa^ the 
Spanish -women haire a cattejoj tvho dif- 
fers essentially from him on this account^ 
that while the former, ÛLCdcisbiù^ is de^ 
voted to the service of his mistress,, 
without being destined to receive her 
favours, the cortejo of the Spanish lady 
is in neality a successful lover. While 
he preserves his asoendency^ no one pre^ 
jfers his suit; ands whenever he h <&• 
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aided, hk plaœ is isoob 'Ocicupied-^ 
Until the bxmr of thdr mtrm^» tlie 
ymmg g^ are^kfatf sent to convem^, 
or brou^t up with their famifits ; and 
it is saad, that ia the foiwer xase» th« 
canvdkts tbetnsdvts are not free Êrom 
certain amorous intrigues, by which 
tkax sacred roofs are firophafted* 

Love, asid conseqnendy the ocmditioft 
of women, had three dÛFencnt epoohi» 
in Spain. It partook, at the ^conmioice' 
ment, of the ^irit of cMvaky, which 
preceded the wars with the Moors, and 
continued for some time after the feun-^ 
dations dt the Spanish nanardiy had 
been laid* Then it was that love, ho<* 
nour, and religion. Tied with each other 
in foriHiant exploits, in the a<:hieve0»ent 
of whkh each contended for the majsteffe 
The S^niards^ more delicate and dk^ 
interested than imy other nation, con^ 
siderod coxing as tlie tmly test of merit ; 
and thae favours of the $ex as its only 
fttfB# aad sole recompense* ^t that time 
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two lovers were seen to expire in the 
arms of each other» overpowered by the 
happiness of meeting after an absence of 
three years, or filled with the regret 
of a cruel separation; while another 
couple leaped together from the summit 
of a lofty rock, that they might not 
survive each other. A thousand similar 
traits, with which the history of Spain 
abounds, might be mentioned. These 
warlike virtues, and brilliant illusions,, 
having been destroyed by a long peace, 
the commerce and riches of India at 
length converted these heroes into des- 
p^*ate freebooters, and knavish adven* 
turers; 

The conquests made by Spain in 
America corrupted the morals of the 
inhabitants ; and those she achieved on 
the continent changed the usages, and 
enfeebled the national character. To 
these tumultuous passions succeeded 
a multitude of intrigues and stratagems, 
in which Italian cunning andaddress were 
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more discernible, than the honour and 
love of the proud Castillan. This epoch 
is perfectly weB described in the come- 
dies of Lopez de Vega, Morèto, and Cal- 
deron, as well as in the romances of Cer« 
vantes* Hence arose the serenades, the 
dopements,the duennas, the jealous hus- 
bands and lovers, and, in short, all the 
ccmcurrent circumstances which are now 
but barely remembered in Spain. Love 
seemed to degenerate in proportion as 
civilization advanced. What had been 
founded in folly, became an object of 
speculation; and this is pretty nearly 
the state of things at the present mo« 
ment. A few years after her marrbge^ 
a young woman who possesses a cer- 
tain share of ignorance, finds it necessary 
to go into the world, and to be present 
at the bull fights and assemblies. She is 
desirous, on these occasions, to be ac« 
cotnpanied by a man who is agreeable 
to her; audit often happens, that with^ 
out having had a strong affecdoo for 
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Urn m the £rftt in^atace, tht hècbHie^ 
attadied to him^ test ht shotild lAtxch 
Iitmself to another. This is ï^t twiejo 
whonb I have already mentkmed. Uns 
mato, who is sometime the friend of tlie 
IratbantQl) andxvlio, ais fee is less likdy to 
mtermpt domestic harmotiy, feels less 
restraint in the hoirie than this latter, 
is infinkdy cotiv^ieht to the wife» #ho 
ppcfars liiâii td a ^ra^ger, 6r to one 
wfaa might iit>t posers the same advan- 
taged. He is almost invariably either 
a military officer or a monk, fsince these 
two deâcliï^tlons ttf pet^orà have eadi 
of thefti an (bc]uàl fkiility of introduction. . 
into tiie fcou^, and becaiiifè, bdng alike 
witiimit octtipatîon, thfey iire conse- 
quimtly tnotie at thé disposal of the 
tody. Tîïe Ihdnks haVe^ hot^Hthstatid- , 
Uig, lost a great proportion of their in- 
fluence, «nd are not very successful, ex- 
0^ with dderly ^ttien. 

Attachtticlits are very duf able In Spain, , 
And ar« sanctitttl^^ immedktdy they 
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When two lovers quarrel, thdr pa. 
reojts and friends endeavour to efibct a 
recoQciUatipn,^ eveiy one becMoes m^ 
terested. I^ woujd appear that the pub* 
£c, having witnessed the commenoo^ 
menu <^ this new union» constd^ it in 
the light of a contract wbich.it is more 
essential to maiQtain» tfaa» that of 
ms^riage^ on which it wa& not con^ 
suited. Th^s^^when a,Q9iani behaves iU 
to a woman, whpni h« ha« reason ts 
diargewith infid^tj^^ ll$l finds.it very 
difficult to introduce hixi!isd£ to. ano* 
tlier. fiems^i» This- obsefvalioii^ ap- 
sHcs. e%u^ly to the wpm»^ wJio ave 
esteemed, in srp^ràon.to their, psui- 
dcat conduct, in, loYe> Nc^thing is. wb^ 
nst ^: ix^hat i% tefineâ a coipiettisk 
i^ikr A wçmwït. may decdvev one 
JJWi, b»fc M wUk be: th« h^h a»d.the 
Wdioi^ £m^: bflceniçft an olçect of 
I ifuwijaifaxf^atiQn. It j^oft^thig. dfMXiM 
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that foreigners, and more particularly 
Frenchmen, who are so successful m 
their amours in the northern cotintries, 
and in some parts of Crermany, have so 
little to expect in Spain, unless they are 
well acquainted with the language, and 
cicmfbrm to the usagesof tfaecountry. Let 
mfi here repeat what I have already ob* 
served, thata corrc^ idea of these uss^es 
is not to be obtained in Madrid, or the 
several sea^ports, where foreign customs 
and manners have been introduced, but 
only in the cities in the interior of the 
kingdom, such as Vakntia, Granada, 
Toledo, and Seville; 

A striking contrast between SwitSBer- 
land and Spain is worthy of notice, in 
the latter of these countricis, innocence 
is confined by bars and bolts ; wfaiJ^ in 
the former it is free and unshackled. In 
Hdvetia, and at Geneva, the young wa* 
men preserve their chastity, united to 
freedom almost unbounded; and the 
confidence which is • repotted ' in them. 
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frcquentiy becomes a greater obstacle to 
surmount, than the iron grate erf a 
Spanish convent. Thus it appears, that 
every system of education may be good, 
and that, consequently, the direction 
which is given to marais is tl^ most 
important consideration. I am, how^ 
ever, persuaded, that young womeû 
ought not to be exposed to the dangers 
of society .with whicli they cannot be 
acquainted, until they have a. husband 
and a gmde; and that their modes of 
life, in a single, and in a wedded state» « 
^0uld be entirely different. 

Though Spain, like France, excludes 
femsdes frcmi the throne, we see them 
in the neighbourmg kingdom, Portugal, 
wield the séeptre, ami, in conformity to 
the established laws, scarcely grant, 
when they are married, the title of so- 
vereign to the husband, who is merely 
a nominal Idng, divested of the right of , 
exercising any authotity» Such^ how- 
ever, is the capnciousness which pro* 
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vaib in customs and usages^ that in the 
countiy above cited, where women 
reign, husbands have, in domestic con- 
cerns, an absdute authorit:}^ over the 
wives. PrecogatiTi^ o£ every descrip- 
tion are allowed to the husband, who 
governs with an absohite sway; while 
«very circumstance announces the sub^ 
<»)(finate condition which the wife holds 
in society. In some famiU^y not at 
Lisbon, hat in the provinces, which sdll 
adhere r^rously to their aocient usages, 
a stranger is not allowed to address 
a single word, ta the lady of the house, 
without the permission of the^ husband, 
She is even in some instances obliged to 
quit the apartment, whea one of the 
male sex enters it without hemg intn> 
duced by her imperious lorda^ maslen 
Notwithstanding all these precautions^ 
amorous intr^ues are perhaps as con^ 
mon in Bortugalasin Spain or dsei^here. 
At a certain season of the year, a wo* 
man confesses herweaknei^to her spii* 
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ritual director, from whom she receives 
a holy reprimand, with an injunction 
to break off all future intercourse with 
her lover. She quits him for a week, 
receives absolution, approaches the altar, 
and having made What she considers to 
be a requisite atonement, retires from- it 
to meet her lover once more. Thus, 
between the adoration she receives on 
the one hand, and the adoration she 
bestows on the other, she alternately 
bestows her time in burning the sacred 
incense, and in iswallowing intoxicating 
draughts of the incense of profanation.; 
with this difference, however, that the 
intervals she dedicates to the creature^ 
are of much longer duration than those 
which she devotes to the Creator. 

Suppose the traveller to quit Lisbon, 
and to be conveyed by brisk and steady 
gales to Constantinople. There the wo- 
men are cither confined in seraglios for 
-Kfc, or are shut up in their apartments. 
They are not permitted to appear in pub- 

YOL. III. L 
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lie unless veiled; and have no other 
chance of obtaining their freedom than 
by embracing the vile condition of pros- 
titutes. 

Hotvcvet Germany may be divided 
into^ several distinct portions, and into 
several states which are frequently hos- 
tile to each other, the condition and the 
character of the women have, notwith- 
standing, a striking resemblance, as they 
are all in a greater or less degree formed 
by puliications of a similar tendencjr^ 
and by an analogous education. I sl^all 
confine myself to the most distinguished 
class of females, that which fe exclusively 
entitled to the appellation of good tofiw 
panyy notwithstanding another agreeable 
and very intelKgent ehss is ta be found», 
naore particularly in the commercial 
lowTis. The German women are in 
general possessed of less feeling than the 
females of France, and» with stronger 
passions, are less amiable. Their sa- 
gacity in discover mg the gualitie&of the 
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Heart is greater than their a:ddress itt 
discerning those of the intellectual facul- 
ties. They are oftentimes as strongly 
impressed by good as by brilliant actions; 
and have a simple mode of loving, whicfr 
causes them to be won by a natursd 
and unaflFected conduct on the part of 
their admirers. They are cold on an early 
acquaintance; but become attached in 
proportion as they discover in the men 
the soEd and' intrinsic qualities they 
themselves possess* The first coifpd'œil^i 
which has so powerful an effect on the' 
lively imaginations ©f the Polonese and? 
Italian women, makes but a trifling im- 
pression on them, they being more for-^ 
cibly swayed by habit than by personal' 
accomplishments, and bestowing on' 
merit a decided preference to wit. They 
are a happy medium betweenr the French* 
and the English women, being less reser- 
ved and less attached to domestic duties 
than, the latter; at the same time that 
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they are less volatile than the French ^and 
less covetous of hoiT\age and conquest. 
The feudal system, which is still kept up 
in Germaîiy, gives tjie women a great 
ascendancy* Although it does not be- 
stow on them any inheritance, the 
greater part of them are at the head of 
the little princîp^ities and paramount 
seignories, where they are in a manner 
tlie representatives of their husbands, 
who devote the greater part of their 
time to gaming and hunting, in the so- 
ciety of their selfish dependants. It thus 
becomes the task of the women to ex- 
ercise acts of benevolence, to receive 
company, and to do the honours of their 
houses, in which pursuits their vanity is 
so much flattered as to take off their at- 
tention from love. This remark more 
particularly applies to the great majority 
of the women belonging to the empire, 
who in general possess more good sense, 
and a more brilliant understanding, than 
those who reside on the imperial terri- 
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tones. Those who inhabit Vienna ap- 
pear to unite the greater number of 
qualities. In that capital there are seve- 
ral veil frequented societies, and, among - 
them, one which boasts a decided su- 
periority, and is composed of females 
distinguished by their birth, riches, and 
beauty. Thé sphere of attraction of 
this society draws together all those 
of the male sex who have acquired a 
pre-eminence, not by the drnt of their 
titles and wealth, but by their merits^ 
and the services they have rendered the 
state. To be possessed of a mediocrity 
of talents is with these ladies a sufficient 
motive of exclusion. The perusal of 
books of chivalrous romance, which are 
itiU very much in vogue in Germany, 
and those of the different wars in which 
that country has been engaged, have 
tended to promote those liberal ideas'^ 
insomuch, that the sentiments of honour 
are more perfectly preserved at Vienna^ 
4han at any other place m Europe. 
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Thus, în the centre of Germany, the deli- 
cacy and gallantry which distinguished 
the flourishing times of France are to be 
found. The individuals of the above 
society have not, in common with fo- 
reigners in general, proceeded from a 
violent hatred towards their enemies, to 
an admiration of a still more extrava- 
gant kind. As they were formerly not 
desirous to destroy France, so at present 
they forbear to lavish on it exaggerated 
praise* Fixed in their principles, as well 
as in their sentiments, and faithful to 
both, they have preserved their friends^ 
and their habits of life, so as to have be- 
come daily more amiable and more at- 
tractive. 

Prussia is likewise an , evidence of. the 
facility with which women assume the 
different forms and habits exhibited to 
them by the manners and usagei^ a»il 
by the bias and direction giv^ to 
public opinion. The advantages they* 
derive from Hm saurce» kk regul^ng 
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the mode and conduct of their lives, are 
strong proofs of the addres$ of the 
Prussian wpmen* The genius of Fre- 
deric the Great left in that kingdom a 
martial and a philosophical spirit, which 
were the distinguishing characteristics 
of his government. As he possessed ah 
extreme love of dominion, combined 
with^eat means for its support, his 
power became the counterpoise of hi» 
philosophy. His successors, however^ 
in proportion as they have been less 
victorious have given a greater scope to 
the propagation of liberal ofunions. The 
women, who constantly adap£ thetri- 
selves to the spirit which prevails at the 
moment, have cultivated the science of 
litetature. However true it may be that 
a very mconsiderable number of theiti 
have distinguished thetnâelvts suffidënt* 
iy to acquire celebrity, it is nevertheless 
certain, that they are in general possessed 
of much information, blended, perhaps, 
tsrlth a fitnall share of pedantry. They 
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are not aware how difficult it is to siib- 
stitute scholastic learning for the grace, 
delicacy, finesse, and elegance, which are 
the true ornaments of their sex. In a 
martial kingdom, in which the men are 
constantly encamped, and where mili« 
tary pursuits are held in the highest 
honour and estimation, but little time 
is left for gallantry. Without attempt- 
ing to compare it with that of Spsdn and 
Italy, I shall, however, observe, that 
'gallantry is to be found at Berlin. There 
is, indeed, neither place nor climate, in 
which the god of love does not exercise 
his all powerful sway. If he lurks be- 
neath the cloak of the Spaniard, he is 
not terrified by the Prussian helmet; 
and, amid the din of arms, subdues the 
prudery of the female of Berlin, as effec- 
tually as he inflames the voluptuous 
Italian. The end is everywhere the 
same ; and the differences merely result 
from the tracks pursued, the means, and 
the opportunities. It has even bee» ad- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'55 

vanced that, amid their taste for the 
sciences, and the proud pedantry they 
display, the Prussian women are to be 
gained over by presents. However 
striking this contrast may appear, the 
fact is not altogether undeserving of 
credit ; and it has been seen in France, 
that the principles of the new philosophy 
have combined the love of simplicity 
with that of riches, insomuch tliat some 
females, either through motives of taste , 
or. submission, have received almost as 
many gifts from their lovers, as had 
been bestowed on them by the boun- 
teous hand of nature. It ought also to 
be observed, that Prussia does not 
abound in riches. ' Now, a poor coun- 
try isi always unfavourable to the situ- 
ation of women, more particularly under 
the establishment of a monarchical go- 
vernment. The pomp which the throne 
requires calls for a display of magnifi- 
cence in all the objects by which it i» 
surrounded. The continual wish to 
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shine, without the adequate means to 
xnalce^a splendid figure, is a xnortifying 
consideration to a sex, which ought to 
{>lease without effort, and to adorn itself 
without trouble and without care. If a 
female has no other than transitory and 
adventitious resources, to give a bril- 
fiancy to her appearance, the jewels and 
trinkets with which she adorns herself, 
are put on without taste, and divested of 
every attraction. The dress which sits 
so unbecoming on her seems to partici* 
pate the torments she suffered in pro* 
curing it, as well as the ignoble dread of 
Its being soiled or torn. To render the 
splendour of the women correspondent 
with the pomp and dignity of the 
throne, requires the magnificence of the 
feign of Louis XIV; but in a republic, 
the modest simplicity of Switzerland is 
far more appropriate. 

In the one instance this lively sex Ss 
a resemblance of nature, and in the other 
of art ; and the simple shephëf dess o£ 
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the i^ps, gathers with the same ease the 
fresh and blooming flower with which 
she decorates her head to please her 
lover» as the elegant and accomplished 
La Vallîère takes from her toilette the 
jewels with which she heightens the 
charms of her complexion^ to attract 
the attentions of Loais« 

If Berlin presents us with a society of 
^omen, scientific, philosophical) and per** 
haps pe(kndc ; in Poland, on the con« 
trary, we discover nothing but coquetry 
and French vivacity; insomuch that it 
seems as if nature had been desirous of 
affixing some mark of affinity upon 
two countries so widely distant from 
each other. The Polanders speak the 
French language remarkably well ; and 
in their manners and customs, their 
^tefbr company^andformcntal amuse» 
ments, they very much resemble the 
JFre&ch. 

Poland has been destroyed by the vi- 
cbsitiide of poUticai events^ and the ya« 
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dilations of an unstable government^ 
which has afforded few opportunities 
for the interference of women in its 
political concerns. The magnificence of 
the great lords assigned to this sex a 
brilliant establishment suited only to 
a state of grandeur. In the reverse of 
their fortunes the females still retain 
their ^character j and whether they re- 
side in their divided country, or travd 
into, foreign states, they still bear vdth 
them that desire of pleasing, that at- 
tractive' grace, that polished wit, that 
mixture of dimity and ease which it k 
impossible to resist* 

It is said J that from a spirit of prudery, 
the Russian ladies severely censure those 
of Poland for the levity of their be- 
haviour in public. This censure rather 
proves the injustice of the former, thaà 
the criminality of the latter. 

In Russia, the women, naturally graved 
possess a. degree of phlegm which ^ves 
to their social manners an air of frigidityj^ 
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the very opposite to the graceful ease 
of the Polander, The Russians are 
less gay, and less coquettish ; gallantry, 
however, is no more banished from 
Petersburgh than from Warsaw. The 
only dijBFerence consists in the greater 
concealment and mystery observed in 
such affairs at the former place; and 
this may be attributed to the difference 
of character and education. It is pro- 
bable also that the Russian ladies, proud 
of their prerogative to succeed to the 
throne, and reckoning among them- 
selves an Elizabeth and two Catharines, 
have naturally assumed a dignity adapted 
to their condition in the state. The 
entire superintendence of their domestic 
' concerns, of the education of their chil- 
dren until a certain age, and the con- 
troul of every thing, in fact, except the * 
estates which their husbands occupy, 
being reposed in them, it is natural that 
they should acquire a degree of conse- 
quence in their own eyes, and assume 
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£rom their position in society. 

In observing the infinite varieties of 
manners which distinguish the women? 
of Europe, we are led to enquire, in 
what respect that fickle sex is thus adapt- 
ed to model their character, and even 
their passions according to customs and 
laws. These distinctions are less striking 
m our sex than theirs. 

The condition andcharacfer of women 
are, perhaps, in no country so strongly 
expressive of the influence of its man- 
ners and government, as in England. 
Under that limited monarchy, which 
combines the stability of royalty with 
the rational spirit of freedom,' where a- 
true taste for the arts and for magnifia 
cence is fostered, and where, above alh, 
a genuine love of his countey causes an 
Englishman to prefer the public good to 
Ml own private interest, women mnst 
necessarily acquire much importance ia^^ 
^ifeir own femiliest and can possess but; 
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Sttle Influence în public society, or iir 
political intrigues. It b in great cities,, 
that tbe morals of women are corrupted»^ 
An English woman residing principally 
in the country, occupied with the con- 
cems (rfher house and family, and lov-^ 
iag the husband of her choice, has few 
Gpportunities of becoming an object of 
seduction, or of inspiring aay other ^en* 
timent than that of esteem, which the 
pradice of her domestic duties justly 
daims. In England the various pursuits 
of life have an influence upon the cha» 
jracters,, manners, the tastes^ and the 
iq^nions of both men and women. Whe- 
thcr an Englishman be a sailor or a 
merchant; a member of parliament or a. 
aimplehusbaadman, though hç may haute: 
a. variety of separate interests,lhere is one 
coBcem to which aU others give* places 
and tha^ i& the public welfare ; the cause; 
«f which may be easUy ascertained. In. 
the perfect combination of the goveror^ 
œesit) the œçvdiant is alli^sd to tlie 8aik»:$; 
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the sailor to the merchant; the mechanic 
to the peer of the realm ; the cultivator to 
^ the proprietor of the land ; a member of 
the opposition party is as much connected 
with the king as one of the ministerial; 
in a word, the whole state is one entire 
chain, and no link of it can prosper, or 
can suffer loss without the whole; and 
therefore the interest of every individual 
is the interest of the state at large. 

In one respect the interior of every 
family is nearly the same. In the houses 
of the first nobility, and of the meanest 
mechanic, in those of the rich landlord 
and the poorest labourer, in the compt- 
ing houses of the bankers, and the bar- 
racks of the soldiery, every one thinks» 
reflects, calculates, and habitually accus- 
toms himself to serious occupation, ra- 
ther than to the frivolities of gallantry, 
and the idle pleasantries which are cal- 
culated, if not to seduce the women, at 
least to draw them from the necessary 
atteittion to their domestic duties. In 

Digitized by Google 



t6t 

Tnticc under the old regime, a peace 
made after a long'v^ar occasioned a total 
apathy, and dereliction of principles. An 
indifference to public afiFairs, which seem- 
ed solely to concern the government,left 
both men and women to the indulgence 
of the passions, and the piirsuit of plea- 
sures. Hence sprung that spirit of gal- 
lantry and lovcy and the occupations of 
seduction and allurement. The women 
passed their time not at their country- 
seats, but in the metropolis and at court,, 
entering into intrigues to procure by 
their artifices petty places,by which they 
strove to acquire a species of influence ■ 
smd importance. 

In England, on the contrary, in peace 
as in war, the public spirit of the people 
never suffers the national interest to be 
eclipsed} its influence on morals con- 
tinues to be felt, and women, conteated 
\idth their prefer station seek happiness 
rather than pleasure. It appears that of 
late years a change has taken place in the 
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fashionable world; and people of condi- 
tion now pass more of their time in Lon- 
don than in the country* A spirit of 
gallantry has in consequence insensibly 
established itself. A long residence in 
the metropolis naturally occasions a re- 
laxation of morals. But in a country 
where public aflfairs engross the general 
attention; where the most amorous 
Englishman never forgets the parliament* 
through attention to his mistress, where 
his taste for comfort and convenience 
leads him to dismiss the ladies with his 
dessert, that he may enjoy the society of 
men at his table; in a country where a 
sex so lovely is rather esteemed than 
adored, that sex will never possess a great 
influence; and even at the present day, 
when French women have lost so much 
of their power through self-love, and a 
devotion to pleasure, the female of 
Paris will always possess an advantage 
over one of London, where the situation 
of woman can only be ameliorated by 
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an approximation of English to French 
manners. 

The English women live much in the 
same manner as those of Turkey, with 
the exception of walls or keepers. With- 
out being so much overlooked, they suf- 
fer equal constraint. 

However great the superiority which 
they may be sensible they possess above 
their husbands, they are obliged to respect 
and to féar them ; and they therefore en- 
deavour to acquire their love, as a matter 
of necessity. Such is also the lesson they 
give to their children, and it may be re- 
marked, that they recommend it to them 
rather as a political iricasure than as a • 
duty. In fact, they can only command 
by obeying; and when it is said, that a 
woman is happier in England than in 
any other country, it is only saying, that 
she is prepared by her education to be 
more satisfied than another woman with 
a mediocrity of happiness. The only 
equivalent which they have for so many 
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deprivations îs the respectable rank 
tvhîch they hold în society. No sooner, 
however, are they guilty of the most 
trivial deviation from virtue, or are mark- 
ed by the slightest disgrace in the ^es 
of the world, than they abandon them- 
seltres entirely to a vicious course of life. 
Nothing is so uncemimon in England as 
those loftg concealed intriguesf, which 
often terminatebefore they are suspected j 
and which in France might often happen 
jf the women were more reserved and 
the men more discreet. Considering the 
manners of the EngKsh, private amours 
might have been supposed to be frequent, 
but, on the contrary, the constraint oi 
the sex prevents' concealment, and such 
in&tances are extremely rarcr An Eng- 
lish woman, conscious that the happiness 
of her whole life depends upon the re- 
jection of a momentary pleasure, resists 
the temptation with aK possible energy •. 
But if the severest struggles of consci- 
ence prove ineffectual» and she once falls^ 
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«lie renounces for ever that society in 
^ivhich she can no longer appear with 
respect. It sometimes, though seldom^ 
happens, that the man, through love of 
vrhom a female makes this sacrifice, en« 
deavours to make reparation by mar- 
riage. In this case they retire together 
into the country, and become all the 
world to each other. Such was the si- 
tuation of M. de Biron. A lady whose 
love he had long sought at length confes- 
sed to him, that she could no longer re- 
sist his suit, and proposed to'him a happy 
retirement for life, in a village of Scot- 
land. He had the greatest trouble in the 
world to avoid this excess of happiness. 
It now only remains to say a few 
words respecting the northern nations. 
Among these people, even in the most 
distant times, the condition of womea 
appears to have been mUchmore desirable 
than in other countries. In Sweden, 
they have always been held in the highest 
estimation. In former times, indeed. 
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tKcîr favour seems to have been deemed 
the only recompence worthy of the brave. 
Their morals being well regulated, their 
condition has necessarily improved. As 
convents are hot known among them, 
the Swedish young women are educated 
under the eyes of their parents, either by 
a French governess, or by some other 
person acquainted with that language. 
There are some few boarding-schools 
established in Sweden, but the principal 
families seldom send their children to 
them ; and when they do, they always 
withdraw them at an early age, to com* 
pieté their education at home. Thus 
accustomed from childhood to an inter- 
course with the world, living under pro- 
per regulations, but at the same time 
without restraint, and' surrounded by 
young people of their own rank in life, 
they generally marry the object of their 
early affections. 

Among the same people a system of 
good economy results from the simplicity 
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û( theîr manners. In domestic concerns 
the women regulate every thing, and wd 
tarely observe those bickerings so com- 
mon anîong other people, which generally 
terminate m family discord. I shall not ex- 
tend my remarks to the lower orders of 
society in Sweden j for here, z% in all other 
countries, ' these can never be objects 
of our attention. Manners are nothing 
more than the effects cf education. 

Under Gustavus, the last Kiilg of 
Sweden, who was assassinated in the 
midst of his court, manners assumed a 
chivalrous complexion, which resulted 
rather from the peculiar taste of the 
monarch than from the true character of 
the nation. He was desirous of blending 
Swedish simplicity with a species of 
French elegance, which the climate seemed 
to repress, and which the poverty of the 
country by no means encouraged. In- 
deed, there was a glaring con tradictioa 
between this taste for elegance, and the 
rigorous laws which proscribed luxury. 
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and prohibited the wearing either g<Ad 
or silver upon dresses^ The splendid 
Resigns of Gustavus embraced all the 
magnificence of modern modes, which 
the wisdom of the laws prohibited* 
Women throughout the whole of the 
north, display more or less their desire 
of vying with the French in appearance» 
and they endeavour to atone for the 
forced absence of magnificence by the 
graces df their persons, and the tasteful 
eleganceof their dresses. 

During the too short reign of Gusta- 
vus, the spirit of gallantry seemed to in* 
troduce itself; but that taste for heroism, 
and for chivalry; those balls and tourna- 
ments, and all that round of elegant 
•amusements^ which so much delighted 
the fair sex, and which so well b^ame 
them, seemed all to be the creation of his 
own hand, and to depend upon his ex- 
istence for their own. The much re- 
gretted death of the monarch at once 
deg:roye4 ^ w;holc« This spirit and 
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these pursuits not being congenial to th« 
manners or the taste of the country, no 
longer existed; but like those exotic 
plants, which being removed far from 
their native soil, perish by the ^ghtest 
ne^ct, the whole splendid illusion va« 
nished, and left no other traces of its 
short existence than the recollection of 
its pleasures. Excepting in some few in-» 
stances, the women, who are however 
not excluded from a right to the throne, 
have very little influence in the political 
affiurs of Sweden. We may repeat in 
this place with propriety, the few words 
of Charles the Xlth to his Queen, who 
wished to interfere in some ajSairs of the 
state. " We have taken you." said he, 
^* for our wife, and not for our gover* 
nor.'* In other respects he loved her, 
and treated her extremely well, and had 
several children by her. 

Since the death of Gustavus, the 
Swedish women have returned to a si» 
tuation analogous to their primitive chib» 
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racter; and retain litde of that transient 
colouring, which this prince had com- 
municated to them. Amiable, polite, 
fond of reading and improvement, with- 
out however any taste for writing, which 
in a woman is ridiculed at Stockholm, 
their intercourse with the world is mark- 
ed by that attractive grace, which should 
ever accompany the female sex. 

In every country there is a vast dif- 
ference betwixt the manners of the capi- 
tal and those of the provinces. Thus in 
the north of Sweden particularly there 
exist customs, which I shall explain by 
some notes : but there reigns in every 
part a spirit of hospitality, and a suavity 
of manners, which I shall endeavour to 
impress upon the memory of the reader, 
by a Swedish novel which will terminate 
this work. 

I conceive that I cannot better con- 
clude this sketch than by inserting a let- 
ter, which was written by a friend, >vho 
travelled principally with the intention 
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of studying the character of women ifl 
the different countries through which he 
passed, and to compare them with each 
other. Although this letter may repeat 
some details which I may myself present 
to the reader, still I conceive 1 ought to 
publish it as I received it ; it is the pro- 
duction of a faithful pen, and perhaps 
it may not be uninteresting to compare 
the different accounts of travellers upon 
the same subject. 



"You perceive, my friend, tliat I have 
almost completed the tour of Europe. 
You know the principal inducement of 
my travels. After having thoroughly- 
examined the women of every country, 
I have drawn this conclusion ; that with 
some trivial shades of difference, attri- 
butable to the laws or customs of their 
country, women are everywhere the 
same. However much men vary in dijf- 
ferent countries, women are much alike 
in all countries. Nothing, for instance, 
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can be more opposite than anEn^shman 
and an Italian, whilp an English woman 
and an Italian woxnan^ though in some/ 
trifles they differ, agree in a thousand 
particulars. Among the women of vari^ 
ous countries you will find a general re- 
semblance in their essential qualities. 
The virtues of humanity, patience, com- 
passion, gentleness, and of courage on 
great occasions, are generally to be met 
with in the female sex. It is rather in 
their failings than in their good qualities 
that any difference is observable. The 
reason is obvious. Their virt;ues arc 
the gifts of nature; while their defects 
are the result of a vicious education, 
or of particular laws and customs; 
and it is rather to men than to them- 
selves, that their defects should be attri- 
buted, as men are the governors. Thus, 
England being under a better govern- 
ment than Italy, the English women are 
better ; but notwithstanding the influence 
of government, you will certainly meet 
the same distinctive qualities of the sex 



hi the Italîaïï, as în the English woiticEf^ 
It is in consécjuénce of the natural tender* 
acss of women j^ and of the habits of sub- 
mission in which they live, that laws, 
prejudices, and customs hasre so powerful 
and universal an influence upon their 
minds. They remind us of the pure 
marble, which issues from the quarry to 
receive whatever form or shape we 
choose to give it. TTie chisel of an in- 
different sculptor may shape it into a bad 
form, but cannot alter the natural prow 
perties of the marble. Thus then women 
are every where, and in every respect, 
that which we make them. In all thç 
countries which I have visited, this re- 
mark was verified; though I am con- 
vinced that the minds of women receive 
a more powerful bias from the govern- 
ments under which they live, than &om 
the character of the men* 

" In France alone, where society is an 
art, there exists such an amalgamation 
of male and female intellect» tastes^ and 
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passion, that the character of the men 
acts directly upon that of the women. 

" An Englishman, by his habits and his 
taste for business, has subjected his wife 
to solemn rules for the r^ulation of her 
conduct, and has consequently marked 
her manners by an apparent gravity. 
More thoughtful than communicative, 
especially with women, there is estab- 
lished between his wife and himself a 
contract rather of power than of tender- 
ness, of submission than of confidence, 
of concealed passion than of sympathy of 
sentiment, and an unison of opinion. 

^'In France, on. the contrary, where the 
more lively character of the men leads 
them to expriess their opinions too 
openly, even to their dependents, a bus- 
band, by the continual communication 
and interchange of ideas, involuntarily 
identifies his wife with every thought. 
His object is to command; to be the 
master; but he admits his slave into his 
confidence. Whether she opposes or 
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joins in his opinion, she always is mis-* 
tress of hîs secrets. If such a pair love 
each other, the union of their thoughts 
and minds is perfect. If otherwise, there 
is at least a communication of ideas, 
which begets mutual confidence; and 
not that mental separation and distance 
of master and slave which subsists in 
England. The Frenchman intimates to 
his companion the nature of his power, 
and discusses with her all its points. By 
this means it may be strengthened, at 
least it becomes more formally establish- 
ed. It is the same with opinions of every 
kind. In France there exists a mental 
intercourse between the sexes. Thus wo- 
men speak, reflect, and decide upon eve- 
ry thing; upon the most important as 
well as the most frivolous concerns. 
They are the allowed equals of the men 
in argument, who always, however, re- 
main masters .at home j but as it is only 
by reminding them of their power, that 
they accomplish thiS| the repetition of these 
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disputes between the sexres leaves upôir 
the minds of women an impression c^ 
the character which the men have com-^ 
municated to them. I repeat that it is 
only in France that this reaction is obser- 
vable, where there exist no points of 
distance between the men and women j 
while in other countries, especially in 
England, there are a thousand. Besides^ 
in France, women being the arbiters of 
fashion, customs^ are almost subject ta 
them; and we have often seen instancés^ 
in which recourse has been had ta them 
in a crisis of danger, such as that of La 
Fronde^ to procure the adoption of such 
measures as power could not have estab- 
lished. In all ages the women of France 
have followed the impulse given to thenv 
by the men, identifying themselves witb 
their systems^ as well as with their pas- 
sions. They interest themselves equally 
with their business and their pleasures, 
and as they evince the necessity of a per- 
fect intercourse with the men in every 
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thing, so the men give ample proofof the 
impossibility of their existence without 
them. 

"Such an equality of the sexes is not to 
be met with in any other country of 
Europe, not even in those where women 
are permitted to ascend the throne. 

^* There is another country in which the 
female character is particularly distin- 
guished from most others, and that is 
Poland. There the women, influenced 
by a more refined voluptuousness, and 
more lovely than those of Italy, are abso» 
lutely the seducers of the mep ; and being 
themselves under less subjection than the 
women of any other country, both in re- 
spect to their property and their cha- 
racter, they act a part the most inde- 
pendent, and enjoy a personal cgnsc- 
quence which they sustain with a pecu- 
liar grace. They possess, in general, 
beauty and wit : their beauty captivates 
at first sight, and their wit confirms the 
conquests of their charms. A spark of 
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this celesdal gift bas fallen uîv>n their 
cold regioQ, and the most lonely part c^ 
the inhabitants have possessed themselve»^ 
of itspowers. InPolandtherearenopoetSf 
no artists; but there are women there, 
who study the arts, who suig in a most 
dcl^htful style the songs of Tasso^ and 
recite the verses of Delille, It fe a maxim< 
with them that love is to women, what 
glory is to men. Toin^ire loveis themost 
agreeaWepursuit,theprimeobjectof their 
fives. It is rather, however, the intoxica^ 
tion of destre,. than the true sentiment 
of love which they exdte;^ The privi-^ 
lege of kindling nobk pas^ons^ belongs 
only tastrong minds, who are capable of 
inspiring in others every sentimentwhich^ 
diey themselves imbibe. Thisgejiiiixiepas^ 
sibn^of which therearesQ many resemblan* 
ces in society,. î&.to be met with in. every 
dilme,and in every country j but it is Gtày 
felt by minds endowed by nature witht 
an exq^isitesensibility, ausceptiblb dFen»^ 
thusiasm^^and^the mostheart&Itema^ 
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tf<His. Women, who possess only Scâui- 
ty, wit, some agreeable traits, and much 
eoquetry,. inspire- sentiments which as- 
sume the appearance of love, but which ^ 
fside away as rapidly as ephemeral 
lowers. When, however ,^'omert add to* 
the charms of wit another of a different 
nature, a sentiment the" offspring of en- 
diasia^m, we may perceive the cause of 
that resemblance to love, which the pas-- 
sion excited by the Poknder exhibits ; 
but whichûs perhaps rather a sentiment 
of voluptuousness. The Polish womeii^ 
are adorable by the impressions which* 
Aey leave, by the hopes whicK they' 
awaken; they know how ttr embellish 
every thing with that- species of magic 
which ha^ always something undecisive 
and undetermined^, they Ibve nature' 
without beihg^ natural; but their art be- 
comes aîtoost simplicity by its perfection.^ 
Their manners- are marked by a-fascinat- 
feg ne^gencej they conduct thems«lve*- 
witîi » grace» which, is not that* of the::; 
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French, but which seems to hve been 
bestowed upon them by nature, that un- 
alterable source of all that is good 2md 
pleasing. There does not appear in 
their drawing rooms that monotony of 
ceremony, which confines the conversa- 
tion to a few formal words, used repeat- 
edly on the same occasion. They receive 
company negligently reclining on their 
divans, and assume as many different 
postures as dresses. Their conversation 
is not perhaps so sprightly as that of the 
French, but it is more striking by its 
originality. A woman whose mind 
unceasingly wanders, who suffers her 
thoughts to roam from one object to an- 
other, who sees at the same moment, in 
her imagination, the enchanting views of 
Italy, and the terrific beauties of Switzer- 
land; and who has the art, or the good 
fortune, to throw a mixture of enthu- 
siasm into every thing she says; such a 
woman possesses a thousand times more 
than pthers, the power of pleasing and of 
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Captivating. It is to be attributed to all 
these scources of seduction, that thé 
houses of the Polonese become enchanted 
dwellings; and their gardens the land of 
fairies. All that is calculated to fire the im- 
agination seizes it on the instant; these en- 
chantresses possess the talent of making 
those who will listen to them think and 
•feel in a thousand and a thousand diffe- 
rent ways. They have the art of intoxi- 
cating the senses and the understand* 
ifig* Their interesting repulses even add 
to the charm. What can be more de- 
lightful than to hear a lovely woman, in 
the groves which she herself h.is created j 
surrounded by works of art, conversing ' 
on nature J who at the same time that 
^he has enriched her drawing room with 
various chef-d'œuvres, has adorned her* 
self with a thousand agreeable talents; 
and whose manners are distinguished by 
an elegance which seems the work of na- 
ture. They are constantly well dressed, 
however negligently, and appear rather 
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to enjoy the gifts of fortune than to toS 
as her slaves. 

<^ A certain softness, a peculiar grace, 
and above all, a perfect agreement of 
mind and person, are equally remarkable 
among the females of Poland and of 
Russia: the Courlanders particularly 
are distinguished by their beauty. The 
;two princesses * who have this winter 
visited Paris are striking examples. 

" The different revolutions in the go- 
vernment of Russia have had consider* 
able influence upon the women of that 
tcountry. Under Peter the first, they ex- 
perienced the rigours of an absolute go- 
. vernment, which necessarily acquired an 
extreme austerity. Peter was desirous 
of reforming their manners, and of in- 
troducing new customs among a people 
superstitiously attached to their ancient 
forms,and consequently less open to civi* 
lization, who possessed all the prejudices 

* The Princess of Rohan uni her sister. 
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of IgAorsmce, atad all the barba^roi^ feto^ 
city which' necessarily foBows in the 
train c^ssunguinary revolutions. Women 
so admirably adapted to soften manners^ 
Uved ^surrounded by slaves, and were 
davfô themselves. They treitnbied be* 
Death the yoke of a husband, or a tyran« 
nical master. Oftentimes they were 
bstiiished with fahn to those vast desarts, 
whence were exiled alt that ennot^es life» 
letters, arts and sciences, sweet c^ > 
springs of society, which engender ge- 
nerous feeËngs in the mkid, and dis- 
plays it iacessandy before witiiessei 
capaUe of estimatmgits value. 

^Somedmes summoned to the court of 
this same monarch, they there assisted in 
fas disgraceful orgies; they saw did 
beads of their friends struck off before 
tbér eyes, or were themselves subjected 
to ignominious punishments. It is said^ 
that Peter the Great, that man of g^us^ 
by a cruel contradiction, in rescuing tht 
Russiam from a ^ate j^ barbarismi 
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covered his country with scaffolds, and 
destroyed one half of the nobility of 
the empire» Catherine I. demonstrating 
what energy of mind a woman may pos- 
sess, prepared the Russians for the happy 
reign of Catherine the second; whose 
manners and genius contributed in no 
small degree to render the condition of 
women in that country agreeabk and re* 
spectable. Manners were refined; the 
fair sex resumed a station worthy of 
themselves; and thus next to France, 
Russia has become the country most 
favourable to the condition of women. 

" The Russian women arc in general 
very pretty; and though not well in- 
formed, they acquire learning with faci- 
Kty. — Talents, sweetness of disposition, 
and nobleness of mind, are expressed in 
their countenance; and if in some we may 
observe a gravity, which distinguishes 
them from the Polander, it may be attri- 
buted to their indulging in a species of 
oriental indolence. They occupy the 
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whole of theîi* time in amusements» of 
which they are very fond. Indolence» 
magnificence, and the most refined luxu- 
ry are essentials of their existence. Most 
oi them are extremely credulous and 
superstitious» and are passionately attach- 
ed to whatever addresses itself to the 
imagination. They are devoted to the 
marvellous, and sometimes pass whole 
evenings in listening to their attendants» 
who repeat stories to them, with which 
they are as much enamoured and inte* 
rested as children. 

Such are my observations upon the 
women of the diflfereiit countries which 
I have visited; and to express in few 
words the shades of difference which I 
have remarked among them, I think, 
that if it were permitted me to choose, I 
would take for my wife, an English wo« 
man; a French woman for my friend j 
and a Polander for my mistress.'* 
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Perhaps the frieiidwho haswrittat 
me this letter is rather too severe in his 
opinions upon women. I merely give 
them as his particular sedtinfieiits; and I 
now quit Pc^nd and Russia, to tra^^ 
vd with my readers k the aordi of 
Sweden* 
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^UNILDA^ 

A SWEDISH NOVEL. ^ 

fLoavEL^aliandsome youngFrenchman, 
was distinguished bjr the brilliancy of his 
accomplishments, and thefacinating ele* 
gance of his manners; but he was ur^ 
principied and immoral; for his hearty 
corrupted by prosperity, acknowledged 
<no other guide than his passions, and 
sought no other hap^ness than the en- 
joyment of his pleasures. He possessed 
a noble title and a large fortune: all the 
blessings of existence were in factivithih 
his reach; and he abused them all. His 
very triumphs became the source of his 
errors. No man was ever more favoured 
by love, and no man was ever less faith- 
ful to that sentiment; no general lover 
ever paid iiis court to more women, and 
none more thoroughly despised them. 
To scandalize the fair sex incessantly; to 
depreciate their favours, and take all 
possible means to obtain them; to pro» 
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claim their weaknesses, and display a ^rC 
of vanity in a triumph over them ; all 
these inconsistencies are practised by 
men. Horvel exhibited instances of thenl 
every day. Full of wit and anecdote, agood 
singer, an admirable story-teller, he was 
the very spirit of company; but his sue* 
cess in these points appeared at length 
frivolous even to himself. His mind was 
certainly capable of better employment 
than that to which ^e devoted it, and 
he had soon occasion to exercise it on a 
more extensive field. Already better 
informed than almost all the young men 
of his age, he yet wished to acquire ftif* 
ther knowledge* The ties which held 
him to any particular individual were 
mere bonds of roses, which he broke at 
pleasure, without taking the trouble to 
make the least excuse. Thus scarcely 
saying adieu to any of his acquaintance^ 
our man of the world suddenly deter- 
mined to travel. 
In the month of January 178 8, he u^ 
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«olved to leave Paris; and directing his 
steps towards the North, he took the 
rout to Sweden. 

The evening previous to his departure, 
the play of ** the Seducer*^ was performed 
at the theatre. " Ah,'* said he to him- 
self, on hearing it; " the author has 
painted the conquests of the hero of his 
piece as much too easily obtained. There 
are a thousand modes of resistance, and 
as many resources to overcome them, 
which would haye produced gre^t effect, 
but which have escaped hi$ pen. What 
merit is there in accomplishing the sc* 
duction of ayoungunsuspectingcreature, 
a simple child of nature? It is absolutely 
no greater achievement than to pluck a 
flower which grows in our path, and 
which we have scarcely time to notice.*' 
This remark of îlorvel implied the same 
conviction as if he had said, '* there is 
nothing sufficiently seducing for me; 
for there Js nothing that resists me. 
With respect to love, I have calculated 
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lad analysed all itB qnaltîes; I Ra've n^ 
duced the art of seduction to a system; 
and really women are so weak, that it 
is not worth tfie while of a man of spirit 
to waste a care or a moment upon them. 
I am about to travel — t shall visrt ,dis. 
tant œuntries — what shall I meet with 
in them ? Every where things are the 
tame: I shall find women whowiH be 
seady^ to meet all my wishes, ci^du- 
lous lovers, and weak husbands — some 
slight obstades, but not one sincere de« 
fence. Tell me, ye^Gods! that Aere is* 
•newoman capable of'cxciting love, and 
who yet resbts, and I would traverse^ 
the whole universe to find her/* 

It is but justice, however^ to-observe,, 
that this was not the i^ object' whick- 
Florvel had in view* His diief reasoct 
for travelling was to escape from ennui\^ 
at the same time that he was desirous > 
of improving ai^ intelligent mind by^ 
tiie study of men and mannei»^ Such 
wese his motives, though he £d^ 
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mot zv^Qf^ them- It Ka$; been* o|cra r^ 
joai^:^, tfi^t nothing leave$ a greater 
v(»4 m the miad th w the waoit of ajl 
IHwdpleS) except those of self-admira^ 
tioo^aiiil a sovereign coatempt of others«r 
Whoet^er persuader himself thajt he is 
privileged to db a$ he wiU» and con*^ 
eeivesf: th^ every thin^ is within his 
l^ra^p, has nothing' to hope from the 
futmr^» and life^becon^es wholly uninte«- 
testing. 

florvdl amved at Stockholm. Hi»^^ 
pamc and his recom^iendationsintro*- 
duced Hm into the most brlUianr cirdesi^' 
His fame had arrived before him^and^' 
&ad de8CHbed^him as very coaceitisd, and 
^eery assuming.. When these two fallings» 
do not niin a man^ tfaey are serviceable 
to hkn. Florvel was an .^cample: of 
^s. The Swedish ladies are agreeable, 
and they esteemed'him. Women^ every 
wheie are. vain, and he^ flattered them» 
There are not many who are es^ 
empt firom^ weakness;, wà of the» 
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he took advantage. He had not re- 
sided , eighteen months at Stockholm, 
when he became as much the victim 
of ennui as he had been at Paris, 
Happily his taste for information 
found him some employment. He 
acquired the knowledge of the lan« 
guage with great facility; and passed 
his mornings generally with Sergell and 
Canova * in the museums of mineralo- 
gists. To harsre seen him conversing 
with all the intelligent men, one would 
scarcely have believed that it was the 
same Frenchman, whp, in the evening, 
amused himself with mere bagatelles, 
entertaining in the drawing-room, the 
old women by his politeness, the young 
ladies by his gallantry, and every one by 
his interesting originality. 

One day he entered into conversation 

with a» very learned professor. " The 

manners of the country, its customs, 

its laws, and above all," said he, " the 

♦ Celebrated Artists. 
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provuii^es excite my curiosity, I have 
every lArhcrc observed that the capital 
ia aknost a different country ; it is sel- 
dom that we can obtain» in great cities^ 
a knowledge of the nation which we 
are studying. By their mode of Hving, 
the characters of the inhabitants are as . 
miich disguised as their countenances. 
We are constantly induced to mistake 
one for another, and are seldom in the 
right." , 

** Permit me to quote yourself as an 
example of the truth of your assertion,*' 
answered the Swede. " I know, from 
various quarters, what success you have 
met with since, your arrival at Stock- 
hdbn. The men covet your company, 
the women run after you, you pass for 
the most £ishionable man of the times ; 
and yet, to listen to your conversation 
upon serious topics, one would think it 
impossible that such frivolities can en« 
gross so much of your time.-*»You seem 

vox.* III. o 
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çaîtcadîffercntcliâracterfroin thatwlik& 
you assume in the fashionable circles.*^ 

I am flattered at least," replied ïlor- 
rd. *' I am a man of the world from 
principle. Do you imagine that a man 
who has so little esteem for women, 
who has but little faith in friendship, and 
none in love, can be very happy in this 
vortex ; for such I consider it ?" 

** I pity you,*' said the Swede. ** Un- 
less I am deceived, your mind is not 
absolutdy depraved j on the contrary, 
your mental faculties are in want of 
exercise. A traveller, in your situation, 
should seek after novelties of every spe- 
cies, and should avdd all capitals. Ton 
very justly observe that they all resemble 
each other, and all exhibit a depravity 
of manners. Ought you then to re^ 
main at Stockholm? Would you not 
rather view an interesting picture <rf 
manners perfectly new to you, and 
^R^ch reflect the innocence and hospU 
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taiity <rf the primîtive ages ? Go then, 
retire into the northern provinces of 
Sweden, upon the frontiers of LaplancL 
! Norlanc} and Dalecarlia, especially, will 
afford you enjoyments of which you have 
no conception. A new species of men, 
of women, and of cities, cannot fail to 
interest you 4 simple nature would Jo 
you appear so completely novel/* — '* Oh ! 
your pardpn," dxclaimed Florvel; "I 
understand it perfectly without any fur* 
ther acquaintance — I am sick of hearing 
of this sim^é nature^ with which philoso- 
phera have so wearied us. I am desir- 
ous however of giving your proposal a 
fm trial — I will go to Norland, and 
tWc I shall find the same passions, 
the same vices, and perhaps a little more 
freedom, with less refinement, among the 
women."— ** Well, well," said the Swede, 
" ia that case, your system will only be 
more clearly demonstrated to your un- 
derstanding, and you will be confirmed 
iait} and to arrive at the truth of^;2y 
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system will not be altogether waste of 
time.** 

Here the conversation ended. Florvd 
/ took leave of the Swede, and as nothing 
detained him at Stockholm, in two days 
after this interview he set_oflP for Nor- 
land. 

After a few dlys travelling, Florvel, 
Wearied with the badness of the roads, 
and wishing to have a better view of 
tlie country, left his carriage at the first 
town, and purchased two saddle horses, 
and, attended only by a confidential valet, 
continued his journey on horseback. 
Frequently he stopped to survey the sur- 
rounding scenery. Mountains, forests, 
lakes, rapid and numerous rivers, and 
deep mines, alternately attracted his at- 
tention ; and,notwithstanding the rigour 
of the season, he examined the whole 
with care. It was then very near the 
period when the frost of winter is sud- 
denly succeeded by the first heats of • 
summer.' By the capriciousness of the 
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dîmate, there are only known in th^t 
part of Sweden two seasons. During 
nine months the inhabitants experience 
the most intense cold^'and for the re- 
mainder of the year, a degree of heat ^al- 
most equal to that which is felt in sou* 
them climates. Their soil denies theni 
many of the necessaries of life, but it 
is fruitful in pasturage, and abounds 
with mines of various metals, particu- 
larly copper. Hunting and fishing 
being the principal sources of the 
wealth of the country, the Swede is na- . 
turally robust and active ; and is by the 
habits of his life so thoroughly inured 
to fatigue, that he has not the least idea 
of indolence or ease. 

FIorvel,warnedby the inhabitants of the 
sudden change of season that was about 
to take place, and being aware that the 
melting of the snow, and the rapid course 
of the torrents from the mountains, 
-^ould impede his progress, and even cii- 
danger his life, determined to suspend 
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hîs journey; and faking up his residence' 
among the herdsmen on the mountaans 
of Dalecarlia, he there waited with an 
impatient curiosity the beautifol and 
wonderful spectacle that was on the eve 
of taking place. He did not, howevor, 
waste his time in idle expectation. By 
suitable enquiries among the people, he 
became intimately acquainted with the 
manners and customs of these tranquil 
ind happy countries. As he had been 
told, he retraced in them the sweet sim- 
plicity of the first ages of the world. 
Nothing like suspicion was visible ; but 
a peaceful security reigned among then# 
Slight hedges were their only walls; and 
instead of bolts and bars they used a 
leathern strap which the hand of an in- 
fant might unfasten. Respect for virtue, 
succour for the indigent, and pity for 
the unfortunate, were traits in the cha- 
racter of these people, which îlorvd wit- 
nessed with incredulity, and admired in 
silence* They cherish above every thing 
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a sfûrit of hospitalîty, which they are à^ 
sirous of exercising even though they 
themselves are absent from their homes. 
However distant from their habitations 
they may wander, they recollect that a 
traveller may pass near their door, who 
may perhaps be overcome with want and 
fatigue, without being able to make his 
case known to any individual. Thit 
same idea is cherished by the herdsmot 
of the vallies, the hunters in the depth of 
the forest,and the fishermen on the lakes. 
If he quits his house without leaving 
any one at home, he is particularly care« 
ful that the door be set open; a vessel 
filled with milk is placed upon a table^ 
and thus invites the notice of the travel- 
ler who may want it* To this are added 
a few cakes made of their finest flour; 
and the brim of the vessel is perfumed 
with juices extracted from the most 
odoriferous plants. In the severe sea* 
son of winter some fresh coals are always 
placed upon the embers, which, with fhir 
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addition of feggots collected Bear the 
hearth, may be immediatdy kindled into 
a theering blaze. 

Asîlorvel was one day meditating 
upon the difference between the^everity 
of the climate and such gentle manners^ 
and contrasting the rugged aspect of the 
mountains with the benevolence of their 
inhabitants, suddenly a tremendous noise 
aroused him from his reverie; hollow 
rumbling crashings resounded among 
the deepest cavities of the rocks: it was 
the breaking up of the ice of winter. 
Torrents begin to descend, the herdsmen 
flee; but with a cautious speed that dis- 
plays prudence rather than fright. One 
opposes a dyke of stones to the floods 
which threaten to overthrow his hut; 
another conducts through an >easy chan« 
nd the torrent which he foresaw, but 
could not prevent. In another part whoté 
families are compelled to change their 
asylumat a moment's notice,carryingthe 
children in their arms, and the ajed upon 
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thèîr shoulders. The flocks are drî^rc* 
from the summit of the highest moun- 
tains; and yet, amidst all these proceed- 
ings, there is not the least appearance of 
terror or confusion. It is a period of 
toil and peril; but it was foreseen. 

The rigours of winter now subside, 
and the sweets of summer appear. What 
a spectacle! The rays of the cheering 
sun have darted on those immense piles 
of dazzling snow, which brilliantly re-' 
fleet the fires which dissolve them. The 
floods collect themselves into torrents 
which now clash against each other, and 
now, mingling, swell into tremendous 
water-fails; then foaming, gush precipi- 
tately down, dashing from rock to rock, 
their confused loud roar occasionally in- 
creased by the tremendous cracking of 
the ice-, which breaks in every part at 
the same instant. Enormous flakes of ice 
are now beheld, sometimes borne away 
by the rapidity of the torrent; some* 
times tun^bUrig from the tremendous 
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lieights, and dashed to pieces by thé 
force of their own wdght: while others, 
impeded in thrâr fall, lodge among the 
strong branches of the venerable pine, 
which, crowned with this radiant mass, 
sparkles with a thousand stars created 
by the sun's bright beams. Soon, how* 
ever, the ice, melted by the powerful 
heat, descends into the roots, and thus 
conveys a salutary refreshment to the tree» 
In the mean time the cracking of the iee 
is heard again — fresh twrenta pour 
down from the mountains, and, roaring 
and foaming in their course, &11 into the 
lakes and rivers, which, overflowing 
their banks, rush with impetuous foFce 
towards the sea ... . But, strange as it 
may appear, in those vallies where the 
unbounded flood had opened for itself a 
channel, scarcely thejBlightest traces of 
its passage is to be observed* The ice has 
disappeared; and the plants of the eartH 
already begm to shew their points. The 
moisteQed^oE puts forth its productions 
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wîthnev vigout. The torrents w&kk 
descended from the mountains are no^ 
no nnore than rivulets; the rivers them- 
selves return to their proper beds; and 
as the waters retire, the fields appear. Bf 
the side of a drop of water, which stiU 
lingers on the reviving shrub, a bud ex- 
pands. A most delightful freshness <^ 
the air is mingled with the agreeable 
heat, and gives new life to ail who 
lireathe; fresh vigour to all that grovrs; 
and imparts new (Measure to every think- 
ing being. This new Urth of nature is 
accomplished in the space of a few days. 

The tranquillity which is now restored 
to the mountains infuses itself into the 
hearts of the inhabitants; who, descend- 
ing into the vailles, repeople the villages, 
repair thdr humble dwellings, collect 
their scattered flocks, and the image c^ 
haf^iness k restored among them* 

Had the mind of Florvel been m<»:e 
simple, and his heart less corrupt, he 
would have much bettor ei^yed this 
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charming spectacle. His understandifitg 
and his itnagination were nfiore affected 
than his heart j for the sweet and lively 
emotions of the soul are the peculiar 
happiness of the good. It is a blis^^^ttn* 
known to those whose souls are harden- 
cd by the abuse of passions artificially 
excited. Their perverted senses are dead 
to the thousand enjoyments which na* 
ture offers. 

How cold is simple admiration com-^ 
pared with sensibility and feeling! 

Florvel was however as nriuch impress- 
ed as he could be with the beauty of 
this scene. He employed both his pen 
and his pencil in an attempt to perpe- 
tuate the objects of this interesting change, 
by pictures, which alternately addressed 
the sight and the understandlhg. This 
undertaking detained him some time 
longer among the good herdsmen^ by 
whom he had been so hospitably en- 
tertained. A man of feeling would 
have combined with the pleasure of such 
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an employment the felicity of beholding 
these excellent people emerging so rapid* 
ly from a state of distress to one of tran- 
quil joy ; he could not have observed, 
without delight, the mother who believes 
she loves her infant better for the dan- 
ger she underwent to preserve his life; 
the young maiden, who hails the arrival 
of a summer in which she sees more 
charms than all the past, because it is to 
unite her with her lover; or the friend, 
who is still more than ever attached to 
that true friend, who aided him in the 
hour of peril to save his dwelling from 

the destructive fury of the flood 

But no ! ïlorvel's heart is hardened ; 
and his happiness is merely instinct. 
He quitted the herdsmen withhold ac- 
knowledgments, and continued his jour- 
ney along the banks of the Dala, and 
directed his steps towards the town of 
Hedemona, the most remarkable in Dale- 
carlia. 

Six weeks had now elapsed since that 
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period, when the return of summer had 
diaiiged the face dF nature. The fields 
vrere green, and the trees were clothed 
with leaves; the fruits of the earth were 
beginning to ripen, and even the remem- 
brance of winter was efiaced. Whoever 
had eyes could not fail to enjoy so de- 
lightful a contrast; and Florvel thought 
the days too short to admire the scene. 

The same gentleness of manners pre- 
vailed in the town of Hed^tnooa, as 
among the herdsmen, whom Florvel had 
quitted ; he here found the same hospi- 
tality, with customs tomewhat less rus- 
tic; and with an equal degree of simpli* 
city, that courteous politeness, which is 
the earliest offspring of aâluence and 
education». 

He determined to spend some time ia 
this town» Every day he rode out on 
horsebadc alone; and delighted to wan* 
der among the enchanting landscapes 
which unceasingly attracted his atteo- « 
ticla. He generally suffered his horse to 
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be his guide, and left to chana or ca^ 
price the surprise which each new scene 
occasioned. 

One day, being more than usually fa» 
tigued, as be was seeking for a shady spot 
where he might for a while repose, his 
horse turned into a road lined with tali 
trees, which soon coi-ducted him to- 
wards a house, which a tittle hillock had 
at first prevented him from seeing. This 
dwelling was simple, but it appeared 
large. The gate being open, he entered* 
Not an individual was to be seen. Em* 
boldaied by the hos{>itallly of the coun-> 
try, he fastened his horse to a tree and 
walked into the house. A large dog now 
afiproached him ; he was not alarmed, 
nor did he shew any symptoms of anger« 
Instead of barking at Florvel, he caressed 
^m with the familiarity ®f an old ac- 
quaintance ; he ran bounding before him, 
and seemed desirous to conduct him to 
iome adjoining place. The first tb ng 
that struck the sight of florvel on im 
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entrance, was the vessel filled with 
milk, sweet symbol of that hospitaUty 
which rich and poor alike extend to 
strangers. He sat himself down ; looked 
around him, and admired an assemblage 
of useful things, which at a slight glance 
expressed sufficiently the natural good 
taste of the owner .of this asylum. But 
to whom does it belong? The solitude 
of the house, and the silence that reigns 
within, do not announce it as the habi- 
tation of a family. Is the owner then 
some old reduse? Is it a woman who 
lives in this tranquil retreati What a 
profound silence! What a tranquil calm! 
Horvd threw himself down upon a 
mat ; and felt himself agreeably refreshed 
by the milk with which he had quenched 
his thirst. It is not sleep, which steals 
upon his senses, and recruits his strength, 
exhausted by fatigue and heat; but a 
^>ecies of repose, a tranquil rest which 
he had never before experienced. Thit 
kind and faithful dog lies at his feet, he 
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fooks at ïlorvdwîth that expression of 
attachment so peculiarly characteristic 
of thb friend of man; and seems to say 
to him ; *^ if you wish to sleep, I will 
keep watch by you; if you wish to 
walk, I will accompany you." Florvel 
caressed the animal with secret pleasure^ 
It was perhaps the first time that he had 
ever properly appreciated the services of 
so valuable a creature, lie at length 
however arose, and traversed the apart- 
ments of the house, desirous of discover- 
ing by some means to whom chance had 
directed him. One object raised a con* 
jecture, which anotlier instantly de- 
stroyed. 

After examining the apartments, he 
■descended into the garden, which waà 
■separated from the open country by a 
Isîmple hawthorn hedge in blossoni. 
iThis pretty inclosure was distinguished 
Tom the fields merely by a careful state 
bf cultivation, by some choice fruit trees, 
Und some zig-zag walks carelessly cut 
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out among the flowers and fruit trees. 
A clear river, which rises in the moun- 
tains, passes through this garden, 
where, as if pleased with the spot, it 
slackens its course, and after mîddng a 
thousand windings, takes a course 
through an adjoining grove and min- 
gles with the Dala. ^ Florvel, enchanted 
with the scene, amused himself by fol- 
lowing the windings of this river till he 
arrived at the grove; he there found a 
bank of green turf r!aised by the hand 
of nature in a spot the most deU^tfiil 
and refreshing. Near this bank the en- 
trance of an immense grotto presented 
itself; and around it stood several trees, 
which seemed like columns destined 
to support tWs ancient vault. Florvel 
raised his eyes, and upon one of these 
trees he read this inscription : 
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" TO HOSPITALITY. 



** Whoever thou art, if thou art happy, 
hfere enjoy thy happiness: if thou art un- 
happy, here thou wilt meet with gentlc- 
nessj patience, and commiseration.*^ 

^ Ah !" exclaimed Florvel, " there is 
no longer a doubt, — this place certainly 
belongs to a woman.** — He carefully 
examined every part of the grotto 5 he 
revisited the green bank; he became cap- 
tivated with every thing he beheld, and 
was at a loss where to fix his attention.^ 
The pleasing murmurs of the gently fall* 
ing water ; the delightful coolness of the 
grotto; the cooing of the doves, repeated 
by the mountain-echo ; the solitude, and 
perfect tranquillity of the scene; the 
chariTÛng idea, that am absent being, like 
some good genius, ruled in this enchanting 
domain; and above all, the tender thought 
that this being must be a wpman ; every 
thing conspired to lull the senses, and 
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to compose the mind of Florvel: he 
seated himself on the bank, and sleep 
stole on his eyelids. 

Florvel was not mistalcen: it was to 
the habitation of the fair Zunilda that 
chance had directed him. 

Zunilda, born in the town of Hedé- 
mona, had lost her parents; she was 
completing her year of mourning for 
her aged father, whom she adored; and 
who had bequeathed to her a genteel for- 
tune, and that house, which, though not 
superb, was the best in the country. 
Her taste for retirement and her attach- 
ment to the young Elerz, had induced 
her to fix herself entirely in this retreat. 
She was on the eve of being married to 
Elerz, who constituted the happiness 
and the pleasure of her life. Such was 
the simplicity of the manners of this 
country, that Zunilda lived already with 
her lover : but with him, nay even in his 
arms, she is 9s safe, as though parents^ 
or barriers divided them. Their hearts^ 
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pure though impassioned, know no hap* 
piness without virtue; no pleasure with- 
out innocence. Elerz is amiable, lively; 
and tender, but he is impetuous. Zu- 
nilda is rather pensive than gay; an un- 
bounded attachment occupies her whole 
soul; yet Zunilda, though she adores 
her Elerz, still loves and is beloved by 
every one around her. Her own happi- 
ness is increased by that of others; at 
the sight of misfortune her own feli- 
city is diminished, and she is conse* 
quently an object of love to every one 
virho knows her. Nature had done every 
thing in her power for Zunilda; her forni 
was noble, her countenance was full of 
charros,andherwhole appearance elegant 
and graceful. In the rural games and 
pastimes, every eye is fixed on her; 
and she is constantly successful; for none 
can vie with her m the graceful dance j 
and in the race none can outstrip her 
speed. The arrows of Elerz are more 
swift} but the timid lund bounds pot 
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more lightly through the fore$t than 
docs Zunilda, when with a dart in her 
£and she pursues and strikes the prey, 
which in vain endeavours to elude her. 

The story of the two lovers is ex- 
tremely simple. It embraces no obstacles 
to their loves ; no tormenting perplexi- 
ties ; it is a tale of happiness without a 
cloud; of love as readily returned as it 
was expressed. In the last fète^ on the 
return of summer, there was a race 
among the young women, and the prize 
was a white kid. According to an an- 
cient custom a hunter holds the prize in 
his arms at the end of the course; and 
on this occasion Elerz was the hunter 
chosen. Zunilda took especial pains to 
win the race, having long been anxious 
to please him. 

Swifter than lightning she darts by 
her competitors, and reaches the goal. 
The enraptured Elerz delivers the kid 
into her arms. " Ah, Zunilda,** said he, 
« your triumph is mine.*^ ** TheD>** 
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repHed Zunflda with ardour, ** I have 
conquered* — Nothing can bound more 
swiftly to Elerz than myself, — • unless 
it be my heart/' 

Elerz blushed with a sense of his hap- 
piness; he pressed Zunildato his bosom* 
— " If your father grants his consent/' 
said he, " I pledge to you my faith in 
the presence of heaven." Then accord- 
ing to the custom of the country they 
each place their hands upon their heart; 
their union becomes from that moment 
indissoluble^ and they receive the con- 
gratulations of all the inhabitants. Zu- 
nilda is now deemed an object too sacred 
for hope by all the young rivals of Elerz* 
She has avowed her choice ; they all be- 
wail their lossj but not one of them 
dare from that moment to indulge one 
thought of Zunilda. Such are their 
manners and customs. The father of 
Zunilda grows young again through the 
iiappiness of his daughter; he approve» 
and sanctions her choice, which in fact 
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was his M^n. Tke youthful lover kiises 
the hand of the aged fathei*; and his 
happiness is now within his grasp.— ] 
But alas! though it appeared so to him, 
it was still far off. A slow fever had for 
some tinie past consunted the health of 
Zunilda's father: he grew weaker; he 
languished for a short period, and then 
died in the arms of his children. A 
whole year of mourning and of grief is 
enjoined upon them equally by the cus- 
tom of the country and by their own 
hearts. They love each other; and* 
united under the same roof, they wait 
the ternunation of the year of mourning. 
They had stroUed out together, when 
Florvel arrived. Zunilda returned first. 
The horse, which she saw at the gate,, 
announced to her tliat a stranger was 
within* — She sought him with ipipa-* 
thence; ^ikI she perceived with pleasure 
that the refreshments which she had 
provided, had been used. She at lengthy 
^ifym .sear<:biiiç t^ aiootmentiit n» te»^ 
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^pds the grove; but observing that 
Florvel was in a sweet slumber, she slack- 
ened her pace; and was even fearful of 
awakening him by the rustling of her 
deaths among the branches^ — The faith- 
ful dog sees his mistress: — he is about 
to run to her; but Zunilda makes a sign 
to him,which the animal perfectly under-' 
stands ; and quietly resuming his posture 
looks alternately at his mistress and at' 
Florvel. Zunilda perceiving that the 
uncovered head of the stranger was ex- 
posed to the rays of the sun, drew to- 
gether the branches of two neighbouring 
trees, and thus formed for him an hospi- 
table shade. Not coiltent with this fncnd- 
ly act, èfhe filled a basket with fragrant 
flowers and the finest • flavoured fi-uît, 
which she placed near Florvd in such a 
manner, that when he should awake he 
could not fail to be instantly struck with 
this new gift of benevolence. The ami-* 
ifate and tender Zunilda now seated her- 
•â^near 4lid >«tt*eafiaiet, occasionally turn* 
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i^g her head towards the spot where 
Florvel reposed; anxious to obtain his 
notice as soon as he should awake. As 
the falling water occasioned a noise^ 
which she thought might interrupt his 
repose, she employed herself in placing 
with some difficulty a stone near the bank 
of the rivulet, which lessehing the force 
of the water-fall, increased the silence of 
the scene. Not a sound wa$ now heard, 
except a soft and gentle murmur, which 
tended rather to prolong than to dis- 
turb his slumbers. Zunilda enjoyed the 
tranquil calm she had created, — ^ but 
the leaves shake, the branches give way, 
the green turf bends beneath his steps^ 
and Elerz appears. The minds of the 
two lovers cpmmunicate their feelings 
in an instant ! They congratulate each 
other on the pains bestowed upon a 
stranger whom chance has sent to theml 
They then, locked in each other's arms, 
gaze silently upon the sleeping Florvel. 
Zunilda, by an expresuon of the couiv. 
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UnaiTCCj seemed to enquire of her lover, 
whether she had provided every neces- 
sary for him, or had forgotten any 
thing. *' Do y'ou think/'* said she at 
length, " that this traveller is unhappy?** 
•* I do not think that he is, my love: his 
countenance is calm and tranquil; and 
sorrow always leaves a trace behind* 
Recollect thé period which immediately 
followed your father's death: when you 
were asleep, it was easy to discover by 
your eyes that you had been weeping, 
and that you would weep again/* " You 
are right,'* said Zunilda, " but we may 
deceive ourselves; it is necessary that he 
should find himself agreeably situated, 
when he awakes : take your flute, — whei^ 
he awakes, I will sing and you shall ac«> 
company me; if he be in sorrow, wç 
shall thus sooth him, — if he be happy, 
such a welcome cannot be unpleasant to. 
him." . " Mark, Zunilda, this stranger 
is, I believe, a Frenchman. I have seen 
Frenchmen in this country before, and 



d by Google 



220 

they wore snch a dress." " See, Elerz, 
how he leans upon our dog ; — when I 
came în sight he would have run to me 
and awakened the stranger; but I 
ordered him to remain at his post." 

As Zunilda ceased speaking, îlorvel 
moved. The two lovers stationed them- 
selves near him; and as the eyes of 
Florvelopened,his sight and his ears were 
at once struck with the beauty of Zunil- 
da, her enchanting voice, and the fine 
toned flute of Elerz. 

There are feelings which minds the 
most hacknied in the vices of the world, 
cannot resist. Florvel imagining what 
he saw and heard to be the prolongation 
of a most delightful dream, refrained 
from the warm expression of his grati- 
tude. The beauty of Zunilda, her bloom- 
ing youth, her animated countenance, 
rendered still more lovely by the sweet 
expression of benevolence, overwhelmed 
him with admiration and surprise. 

** Whoever you are, young stranger^'' 
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said Elerz, ^^ consider this asylum as your 
own. Zunilda offers you her house; 
I myself, who am her lover, and shall be 
soon her husband, will join my endea- 
vours and best wishes to hers in order 
to render this retreat as agreeable to you 
as possible/* " Yes,'* said Zunilda, throw- 
ing her arm round the neck of Elerz, 
«< we thank heaven for conducting 
you hither : our flowers, our fruits, our 
flocks, all are at your disposal. My father 
has often said to me : Nothing that you 
possess is wholly your own ; remember what 
you o*w€ to the stranger** As she uttered 
these words with a grace which con- 
firmed their sincerity, she presented 
Florvel with the basket which she had 
prqpared for him. 

It is a difficult task to shake off the 
fbrnis and ceremonies of cities, Florvel, 
penetrated with a sense of so much bene- 
volence and simplicity, was desirous of 
expressing himself with the frankness 
and candour of nature: he acquitted 
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htmself however very aukwardly, and 
nothing could be more opposite than his 
elegant manners, and refined politeness, 
and the genuine and ns^tural candour of 
his host and hostess. They understood, 
however, that he thanked them; yet 
though he spoke their language very well, 
they were astonished that he should use 
so many words to express one sentiment. 
At this moment the echos of the plain 
resound far and near. The herdsmen 
are calling to their sheep and their dogs. 
" Would you like to see the return of 
our flocks," said Zunilda, '' they are 
very numerous, and very fine; they con- 
stitute our wealth." 

Florvel accepted the invitation. The 
two lovers, without paying much atten- 
tion to him, walked on arm in afm ; 
singîng as they went : Florvel followed 
them ; and observing their content, and 
their genuine gaiety, he hUghed to him- 
•self at the sight of Vfhzt they called bappi-^ 
ness. In the mean timà .the flocks de- 
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scended bleating from the mountaks, 
and Zunilda seated herself under a large 
tree, to wait their arrival; and called' 
Florvel to sit near her. — Suddenly rais- 
ing her eye, she perceived a bird*s nest 
among the top branches of the tree. 
" Do you see that nest?*' said she to 
Elerz. " I will bet you a wager that 
I reach it before you/* ** Done,'* said 
Elerz. " A fine osier basket, against a 
red feather for my arrow.** He had 
scarcely finished the sentence wheii Zu- 
nilda throwing ofFher hat, darted among 
the branches with great agility. The 
tree was very old and of prodigious 
height. They both now climb the 
tree on opposite sides ; at one moment 
Elerz has the advantage, and at another 
Zunilda, until at length she is almost 
"within reach of the ftest. Elerz per- 
ceiving that she must gain the prize, 
gave up the contest. — Zunilda seized 
the nest, and placing it upon a strong 
but flexible branch, let it wave up and 
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down in such à manner as to touch the 
branch below, where Elerz was seated» 
Sometimes the nest was within his reach}, 
but as he stretched out his arm to take 
it, Zunilda agitated the branch on which 
it balanced, and which by its elasticity 
alternately invited and eluded his^aspw 
To complete the picture the mother bird, 
seeing heryoung thus ravishedfrcnn her, 
flew round the lovers, from branch to 
branch, plaintively entreating as it were 
the restoration of the nest; while the 
male bird plaintive and sad, hovered in 
front of the tree, but dared not to ap- 
proach it. Florvel remained at a dis- 
tance; and amused himself with this 
aerial scene, which he did not doubt was 
preconcerted. " Oh women, wotoen!" 
said he, to himself, " ye are everywhere 
the same coquettes; no less so in the 
mountains of Dalecarlia, than in the 
most elegant drawing rooms ! It is not 
your wager that now engrosses your at- 
tention, Zunilda,— it is the gratification 
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of your vanity and self-conceit. She flat- 
ters herself,*' continued he, " that I ad-' 
mire her grace, her agility; she might 
have descended immediately with her 
prize; but no, — she must remain 
swinging on that branch ; and appear to 
be toying with her lover in the air, with 
the design of obtaining new admiration 
on earth. O women ! dangerous sex ; 
though too wèU understood by me, — T 
here discover that your coquettry is in- 
stinct» But, Zunilda, you deceive your- 
self, if you imagine you can captivate 
men Uke me! Your unpolished beauty 
possesses,! confess, some attraction ; but 
it is infinitely inferior to that, which pre- 
serves all the charms f4 nature in ad- 
dition to the embellishments of art." 

As he concluded, Zunilds^ drew near 
to him, and presented to him with an 
air of gaiety, the nest which she had just 
taken. 

" I accept it, beauteous Zunilda," said 
he, with a meaning more expressive of 
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scorn than gallantry. ** It would be dif- 
ficult to determine whether the greatest 
share of candour resides in these turtle 
doTes, or in her who vouchsafes to be« 
stow them on me.'* 

Zunilda and Elerz vTould fain have 
replied ; but they were so much at a loss 
to comprehend the complinaents employ. 
ed by Florvel, that they determined to 
change the subject. As for ïlorvel, such 
was his confidence in his knowledge of 
women» that he was fully persuaded the^ 
silence of Zunilda was owing to the pre- 
sence of Elerz. On their return, a fru- 
gal but wholesome repast, served up with 
great neatness, was laid before them. 
After supper Elerz and Zunilda sung,, 
sometimes together, and at other times 
separately. When the hour of repçse 
arrived, Florvel was shown to a com. 
modious chamber, from whence there 
was a delightful prospect. Elerz; now 
quitted Zunilda with a look expressive 
of an impatient and respectful passion* 
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The cod and refreshing breezes of the 
ni^t at length enabled îlorvcl to recover 
himself from his fatigues ; and calmed 
the tender agitations of Elerz, 

On the following d4y ïlorvel spoke of 
his departure ; but he was solicited with 
so much frankness to make a short stay 
in the valley, that he was unable to resist. 
He was delighted with the good and in- 
genuous disposition of Elerz ; and bcgaa 
to think Zunilda charming. The life he 
led was as simple, as it was devoid of 
earnest occupation. The party nwe be- 
fore day break 5 and repaired to the grove, 
where they found fruits, milk, calces, 
and honey embalmed by the flowers of 
the valleys, prepared for their breakfast. 
Par from being exposed to calamity, 
tonilda and Elerz were in easy circum- 
;tanccs. Their parents had left eadi cèE 
&em in possession of a small fortune; 
nd they had already agreed to unite 
ieir properties. Their language, their 
ducation, the plenty by whifiii they were 
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surrounded, the number of their domes- , 
tics, every circumstance, in short, dis- 
tinguished them from the rustic inhabi- 
tants of the territory on which they re- 
sided, with the exception of that sound 
morality and virtue which they possessed 
in common with the latter. 

The breakfast being finished, the three 
friends amused themselves either with 
shooting or fishing; and on these occa- 
sions Zunilda frequently manifested her • 
superior skill and agility. When the even- 
ing approached, she repaired to a particu- ; 
lar spot of ground, to water the flowers 
she cultivated with her own hands, fol* 
lowed by Elçrz and Florvel, who assisted , 
her in all her rural occupations. Towards 
.evening she constantly led them to a 
most agreeable spot, where, pleased with 
the refreshing breeze, they talked and 
sung. Zunilda and £lerz asked a thou 
sand questions of Florvel relative t< 
France and his travels; while the lattej 
constantly blended with his recitals som< 
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touches of gallantry, which Zunîlda 
received as so many tokens of a kind and 
affectionate regard. 

Several weeks were, now spent in these 
tranquil enjoyments; and during this in- 
tcrval îlorvel studied the surround- 
ing objects, made sketches, and penned 
notes. Candour and virtue, in sdiitude 
more especially, have' a communicative 
charm which captivates even the most 
depraved beings. The contemplation of 
the loves of Elerz and Zunilda interested 
Florvel at the commencement. There 
arc circumstances in which the judg- 
ment usurps the place of the tender af- 
fections of the hearty the early results 
arc invariably the same, and differ in 
their duration only. The youog French- 
man was soon wearied with the happiness 
of the two lovers, for which he perhaps 
fdt a certain degree of envy. Be this 
as it may, in a little time he formed the 
culpable idea of disturbing the harmony 
which subsisted between them ; and in 
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remorse* 

Florvel was more than a coxcomb, the 
good opinion he had of himself being as 
intolerable as it was unbounded. Th^ 
constant habit of flattering, and of be« 
itowing exaggerated praises, led him to 
pay a thousand compliments to Zunilda, 
who was so delighted with the idea of 
his beii^ captivated by the retreat of 
herself and her lover, that she strove in 
every possible manner to render it agree- 
able to him. ' If he expressed a desire to 
hear her sing, she instantly complied. 
The morning ride, during which Zunil* 
da displayed her address on horseback, 
and the evening 4ance, were daily made 
the pretext of praise on the one side, and 
exultation on the other. The good and 
tender Elerz.was transported with joy, 
and was proud to see that his mistress 
was so much admired by a native of such 
a country as France* 

jFlorvel^ without losing for a moment 
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hîs presence of mînd, opposed talents tp 
sincerity, and entertained no doubt, but 
that he had made a powerful impression 
on the heart of ^iuni^da. Yielding im- 
plicitly to the dictates of his pride, he 
forgets every sense of delicacy, and the 
sacred rights of hospitality, He has been 
received beneath the roof of two pure 
j^nd bepeyolent beings, who had lavished 
on him all the boi:inties they could be- 
stow; apd in return, he wa?, 2^s it wqu14 
2|ppç^, on the eve pf plunging them intQ 
sadness ^nd despair. This w;^s but of 
littieimportançe to hipri, who wa$ înça- 
Çi^bk of $çïf 4çnial. He ço^ild have 
wished, h^i it beep possible^, that Zu^ 
jpillda had been sltiU iporç passiqnately 
fond of llfer^, to the end that he might 
satisfy bii:n§elf îipw effectually he couU 
^iirmount every obstacle, Tl^us was 
Zunil4* ^bput to be sacrificed ÇP the pro- 
Jççts pf lier formi4ablc seducqr. Praises 
bestpwed on dress are of all others the 
IOO$t 4aQ|;^ous tp yromen^ because t^ie^r 
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fiatter their vanity in two ways, by Côft* 
verting alternately exultation into praise, 
and praise into exultation. Of this Flor. 
vel was aware, and to this artifice he liad 
recourse. If he observed that such and 
such flowers were those that became 2u- 
ibilda the best, they were precisely those 
she had culled in the meadow, to form 
a chaplet for her head, and a wreath for 
her waist. Delighted with the progress 
he had made, he in a manner anticipated 
the moment of his approaching hapj»* 
ncss. " I have intoxicated her with flat- 
tery,** said he one day to himself; ** and 
ray good fortune exceeds my expecta<^ 
tio^s. Zunilda is less excusable than 
the inhabitants of populous cities, where 
coquettry is the result and the aim of 
attentions. Here there are no conquests» 
no rivality, and no competition among 
females. Two men only are to be found, 
one of whom is captivated, while the 
other feigns to be so. Well! such is our 
little Uu^4iu party 1 What a ^t-^X 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•33 

What weakness! 1 obàerved yesterday 
evening to our coquette of the moun* 
tains, (such was the name he bestowed 
on her) that nothing became her person 
so much as bluebottles* At break of 
éay this morning she gathered all she 
could find in the meadow. I sa^ her 
string them ; and I would make any bet 
that she is about to join our society , be« 
decked all over with these flowers.*' In 
the midst of these reflections he turned 
round, and perceived Ztmilda running 
towards him with a garland, which was, 
however, of roses. Under her arm she 
carried a large basket filled with the same 
flowers. At this Florvel was not a little 
surprised* But what were hi£ thoughts 
when he heard Zunilda say to him inge- 
nuously, and with perfect confidence: 
*^ My friend, we were mistaken; the 
roses become me better than the blue- 
bottles. Elerz told me so ; and I felt no 
hesitation in throwing away the lat- 
ter» Do you iaot agree with me that I 
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was in the right ? You wodki have been 
hurt to hear him say in your présence, 
that the bluebottles did not please hixn, 
at the same time that I have so ftiU a coivi 
fidence in your ta&te, and that you are 
so good as to apprise me of whatevw 
can render me more agreeable in bi& 
i^ight. The hour of our repast draw| 
Hear; and it ia my wish that tkese^ 
wreaths should be fini^^d befwrç it àr^ 
rives, that I may then w^r th^m. Havq 
the goodness to help me; yo^ willenJQy 
the pkasurQ I shall feel ia w^a^ri^^g thai 
colours he prcfi^s,** . 

Fiorvcl, who was disconcerted ty thi» 
trait of simplicity, which he did not €;3&t 
pect, finding him$^ %% a \çms how to t&^ 
jdy, took up » few of the rosi^a with ^ 
negligent air, and twitted tbepi tc^tber, 

. Shortly after, on somepretfs^t or otb^r, 
he quitted Zunilda, wh^m Iw kft by hern 
sdf to finish the wr«tthf . He now rfok 

lowed, in a pensive mood, the fest i^th 
he came ià^ and» living Uloos^ to 1m& 
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Tfi^ectlons, soon perceived how much 
his self love had been humiliated. He wa$ 
shocked by this consideration, which, 
however, he soon banished from his 
mind. Vanity is never without its source^ 
of consolation. " It was natural," said 
Florvd to himself, " that Zunilda, with 
Her homespun ideas, aad her coarse feci* 
ings, should be thus blindly enamoured 
of her little mountaineer. Before the 
choice can be pjoperîy directed, it is ne- 
cessary that the taste should be formedt 
But,** added he, " what strikes me as a 
singular novelty is, that vanity, which is 
innate in women, has not taken a stron* 
gcr hold q( this simple female* She 
should have allowed it a more powerful 
ascendency over her, and have suffered 
it to draw her attention towards him 
who lavished on her so many praises, cx^ 
pressed in a manner with which she wu 
unatquainted. Instead of intoxicating 
her with self love, this incense has been 
in DO other way agreseable toher^excq^t 
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as ît pointed out to her what would be 
pleasing to her Elerz. She is in reality 
a little phenomenon.** 

In the midst of his reflections Florvd 
Still walked on, and, with his thoughts 
entirely occupied by ZunUda, proceeded 
to a considerable distance from the 
house; he then suddenly burst forth into 
the following exclamation. ** My reso- 
lution is taken: I have been wrong, 
and must pursue a different course. A 
woman who is hidden from the public 
view, possesses but a small share of 
pride j and, unlike the rest of her sex, 
has merely an instinctive vanity, which 
IS too weak to combat love. I must 
feign a passion for her, and thus recur 
to an expedient which nothing resists, 
dither in the town or in the country, on 
the throne or in the cottage. Let me 
therefore return to Zunilda, and aflfect a 
secret grief." ' ♦ 

Florvel's absence had given rise to 
some uneasiness» the hour for the first 
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arrival he was pensive and silent. 
Elerz WAS the first to notice his feigned 
mekM^choIy ; while Zunilda confined 
her discourse to the wreaths of roses 
which had given so much pleasure to 
her lover. 

Rorvel, without making her any re- 
ply, still continued absorbed in thought 
as before, and pronounced with diffi- 
culty a few indistinct and unmeaning 
words, such as he had often found to 
succeed, in similar cases, with the wo« 
men. With Zunilda they, however, 
entirely lost their effect. 

Elerz, who felt a lively concern for 
the grief of Florvel, whispered his 
apprehensions to his mistress ; and the 
latter being prone to pity, and all the 
finer sensations, instantly lost her wonted 
gaiety, and betrayed her own uneasiness. 
This was noticed by Florvel, who secret- 
ly rejoiced at it. Still, however, this 
emotion did not spring from her, but 
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Iiad been produced by Elerz. The two 
lovers interrogated their friend, who 
confined himself to vague answers, and 
quitted them. 

" Of what importance is it,** said he 
to himself, '* that this first idea of my 
sufferings has been imparted to her by 
Elerz ? She is nevertheless tormented 
by it, and gives way to her reflections 
to find out the cause» She will conjec- 
ture that I love her, and will take good 
care not to say so much to her admirer. 
She will thus fail in her confidence in 
him *y and this first injustice on her side, 
will be the «first step towards a secret 
correspondence between us, of which 
Elerz will have no suspicion. This will 
afford me an early dawn of hope. — 
Or, granting that she should .not com- 
prehend what I wish her to believe, I 
shall find a ready opportunity to ac- 
quaint her with it***^ 

Zunilda and Elerz were under no 
small apprehension relative to Horvel, 
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%bo seemed %ù dejected on quitting their 
sodety. 

« What is it I t^auld not give^" said 
Herz," to know what it is that torments 
him ? which of nS two will be the first 
to find it out ?' « Yoô/' replied Zunilda : 
*yoû have already the advantage of me, 
«nee you were the first to penetrate into 
his sufièrings." — "Perhaps/* rgoined 
Elerz, "he îà grieved at his absence 
firom France, where he may have left 
Some one to whom he has plighted hia 
faith. . • . No, had he loved, he would 
not have left his native country!** — 
*' Hold,** replied Zunilda, " do you ob- 
serve that he is busied in writing ? So 
much the better ; such an occupation, 
while i% diverts his attention from the 
immediate object of his thoughts, will 
perhaps be the means of solacing him.** 

Thus was the amiable pair entirely oc- 
cupied in forming wishes for his happi- 
nesSy while the guilty Florvel repaid 
their benevxdent intentions by his cri- 
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mînal projects, which were calculated to 
produce such a variety of mischiefs. 
What he was then writing was no other 
than a song adapted to one of the moun- 
tain airs of which Zunilda was fond- 
In this effusion of his pen, Fiorvel de- 
scribed a secret torment which he did 
not explain. The following is a trans- 
lation of this ballad, which he composed 
in the Swedish langage, tdcing care 
to imitate the simplicity of the native 
tongs. 

Though I hear in my bosom a pain» 
That unceasingly robs me of rest ; 

Yet so pleasing the torment, I'd fain 
Give it ever a place m my breast. 

Whene'er pensive I seek the lone grove 
Where nor listeners nor gazers are nigh. 

Though my heart feels more pain, yet 1 love^ 
Jn calm solitude's silence to sigh» 

While I nourish this pain in my heart» 
Hope's melody sounds in my ears» 

That these moments of suff*ring and smart 
Are prcsajes of «ipture .'or years. 
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This song he left, as if by accident, 
on the spot, and instantly retired. In the 
mean time, while Elerz, who was un- 
easy on his account, endeavoured to 
overtake him, Zunilda perceived the 
paper ; and, taking it up, read its con- 
tents. She was charmed by the tender 
and melancholy air of the ballad, which 
she read over a thpusand times. Elerz 
still persisting in his endeavours to over- 
take Florvel, the latter desired him to 
be under no apprehensions on his ac- 
count, telling him at the same time that 
he had need of solitude. This hint was 
sufficient for Elerz, who instantly with- 
drew. 

The rapidity with which Florvel ran 
to the spot where he had left the 
song may be easily conceived. To his 
inexpressible joy it wa^s no longer there, 
Zunilda must no doubt have found it. 
Perhaps she was at that moment em- 
ployed in reading it, and in divining 
the latent meaning of the words. They 
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were adapted to a favourite air, and she 
would therefore not neglect to sing 
them. The charming melody of her 
Own voice, when combined with the 
amorous expressions the ballad con- 
tained, might transfuse into her breast 
a soft languor of which he might even- 
tually profit. How flattering was thk 
idea to hope ! " But where,** exclaimed 
he, ** am I to seek her ? The time is fa- 
vourable: it is precisely at this mo- 
ment that Elerz amuses himself with 
shooting. Zunilda is alone, and is in- 
capable of deserting her friend to the 
grief he affects to feel. Where is she 
to be found ?". 

He now sought her in every part of 
the valley, and in the woods adjacent to 
the house, until at length, wearied out 
with his inquiries, he reached the gar- 
den, and penetrated into the grove in its 
centre. He had not proceeded far when 
he heard the voice of Zunilda. He now 
concealed himself, and approached cau-^ 
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tîously towards the spot from whence 
the sounds issued. It was enough fot 
him to hear her ; and to tliîs satisfac- 
tion he<onfined himself. She was em- 
]^of ed in singing the ^first verse of his 
6ong. How agreeable was the emo- 
tion he felt when Zunilda, in doing this, 
introduced the softest expression ima- 
-ginable ! — *' What/* said he to himself, 
** is it really true that I am in love ?. . 
No, no, let me rouse myself. It is my 
head only which is inflamed. I will 
risk every thing, and sing the next 
couplet.* If Zunilda should reply by 
ringing the third, there will be no 
doubt but that she has divined my 
meaning. The accent of her voice, in 
fdnging the words I have composed, 
is entirely in my favour.". . . , .With- 
out discovering himself, he now sang 

the second verse His voice was 

agreeable; and to a natural taste he 
united a considerable portion of art. He 
had. never perhaps, on any former occar 
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sion, derived from his talents so great 
an advantage. His effort was followed 

by a profound silence In how 

agitated a state did he watch its dura- 
tion ! and how long did it appear to 
him ! Was he to expect a reply ? In 
listening all his faculties were suspended. 
Not a breath of air was to be felt ; the 
foliage was without motion ; and all was 

hushed. Zunilda at length broke 

silence. The first sound of her melo- 
dious voice struck at once the ear and 
the heart of Florvel. It was the last 
verse ; the • one which, having been. 
dictated by a soft melancholy, was thç 
most expressive. The tones of Zunilda 
were in unison with the tender 'Simpli- 
city of the words Florvel, who 

was transported with joy, and no longer 
master of his feelings, was about to 
throw himself at the feet of Zunilda, 
but was prevented by the follo^ving 
words. " Approach," said the latter, 
" come still nearer to me. If I was more 
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thai! commonly successful in singing 
this verse, it was because you were 
beside me. Come, my Elerz, my 
voice assuages the grief of our friend. 
Allow me to lean on your bosom, 

and I shall sing still better. • 

Since it- is of service to Elorvel, and 
since it is a satisfaction to him to 
blend his voice with mine, it will 
be proper to repeat it." 

I shall not attempt to describe what 
passed in the mind of Florvel, who waS 
completely overpowered by rage and in- 
dignation, on fir^ding himself thus cruel- 
ly disappointed. 2unilda' began the 
song ; but it may readily be supposed^ 
that he neither paid any attention to her, 
nor felt any inclination to bear a part. 
Nothing could tear him from the spot 
where his sufferings were so poignant. 
On the other hand he seemed to Be ri- 
vetted to the ground* However, he at- 
temptedj by an involuntary movement, 
to see the two lovers ; and in making 
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this painful attempt, forcibly threw 
aside the branched of the trees. Then, 
scarcely giving himself the time to catch 
a momentary glimpse of them, he sud^ 
denly retired, and shut himself up in 
his apartment. To add to his mortifica- 
tion he found, on his way, Zunilda's 
withered bluebottles scattered on the 
stairs ; and could not avoid noticing 
that she had trodden them beneath her 
feet. In short, it appeared that every 
c?AXumstance concurred to humiliate 
him, and to abate his pride. 

He made an attempt to draw a land- 
scape, and approached the window to 
select, among the surrounding objects^ 
an agreeable view. The first of these 
objects which struck his sight was the 
grove he had just quitted. He hastily 
put to the shutter, and let fall his pea- 
cil, which was broken. He next toolc 
up a book, but could not compreheud 
any thing he read. 

In the mean time the two lovers rose^ 
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Vàd drew near to the $pot where they 
had $eeii Florvel, their search after 
whom was of course ineffectual. 

He was still shut up in . his.chamber» 
where he walked to an4 fro with hasty 
strides^ said in a state of restless agitation, 

<' What/' said he to himself, 

*< i$ the part I am acting ? A very 
Itrao^ one» I must confess. An artless 
and unexperienced young woman, a sim^* 
pie inhabitant of these vallies, occu*- 
piet my attention, and resists me !. . 
To ingratiate myself with her, I hum- 
ble mysdf to such a degree as to en» 
ter into a temporary rivalship with 
the youn^ £lerz, a mountaineer who 
has no one grace nor accomplishment 
to boast ; and «he is preferred in her 
sight ! I debase myself in stooping to 
these efforts to gain an ascendency 

over such a rival This is too 

much. I must escape from hence, and, 
in quitting these regions, abandon a 
mode of life which is unworthy of me^ 
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and leave these two beings to what they 
call thfeir fcJicity. This Zunilda is not 
deserving of the attentions I bestow 

on her And, indeed, is it pos- 

siblethat she should comprehend me? 
Has she any of the requisites - she 
ought to possess, to adapt herself to 
my taste, language, and accomptish- 
ments ? She has merely been enabled 
to tempt me for a moment, in the w«a* 
risomness of this soUtude. If I were 
fully bent on the possession of her> 
my success would entirely depend on 

myself. My revenge would then 

be. terrible indeed ! I am certain, how- 
ever, that she has not made the slight^ 
eft impression on my heart/* 

Thus did Florvel mislead himself by 
thinking that his pride alone had been 
wounded. Too haughty to make any 
further advances, conquered as he was 
by Elerz, and subjugated by the charms 
of Zunilda, he quitted one error to fall 
into another, and was utterly ignorant 
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of the real state of his mind. He left 
the house to inform the two lovers that, 
às^busîness required his presence else- 
Mrhere, he should quit them on the fol* 
lowing day. He met Elerz, who accost- 
ed him as foUowâ. ..." I have at length 
JFouiid you, Florvel ! How uneasy you 
have made us ! My Zunilda is likewise 
In search of you. We have no relish 
{èÊt-. the charms which result from our 
social intercourse, while we see you un- 
happy without knowing the cause. I 
tome to apprise you of a circumstance 
v/hich will perhaps sooth your melan- 
choly* This day week we are to cele*- 
brate the birth-day of Zunilda; and on 
this happy occasion we are to be joined 
by the inhabitants of the village. ^ They 
are so fond of her that they will con- 
tend with each other who shall bestow 
the strongest testimonies of affection* 
You will aid us in our grateful task. Is 
it not true that Elerz is the happiest of 
mortals ? Zunilda has not, like the city 
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iSames of whom we have spoken, graces 
refined by art, and costly garments to 
adorn her person. But, look you, my 
friend, this is not what I am anxious 
about. I am no stranger to your heart i 
and you are acquainted with hers, 80 
as to be enabled to estimate all her good 
and amiable quaHttes. Tes, I am sure 
that you love her almç^t as well as t dû 
myself/' 

What Elerzsàid, instantly changed 
the plans of FlorveL ** I was,'' ob» 
served he, " on the eve of my depar* 
ture^ but I am under too many obliga* 
tions to both of you, to quit at such a 
juncture. 1 will blend my prayers with 
. those of all the inhabitants of the pro«» 
vince for the amiable Zunilda." 

" Wh^t," replied Elerz, *^ scarcely 
three months have elapsed since a lucky 
accident brought you hither, and we are 
to lose you ! After having lived for 
some time together, attachments are 
formed; Could you have quitted U4 
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without witnessing the happiness which 
awaits me? For my part, I can feel that, 
to render it complete, I have need of 
your presence/* • 

Florvd, in his reply to this tender ex^ ' 
pression which flowed from the soul of 
Elerz, displayed a greater share of em* 
barrassment than tenderness, and quit* 
t^Lhim. He was not visible during 
tM&est of the day, and was even absent 
on the morrow. Elerz learned that he 
had set out for the town of Hédémona j 
but that, not having succeeded there in 
obtaining the presents he destined for 
Zunilda, on the celebration of the birth* 
day, he had sent his domestic on to 
Stockholm. He himself did not reach 
the valley until the evening; and dur* 
ing the succeeding days put on the sam<( 
air of melancholy and dejection. At 
length Zunilda's birth-day arrived^ No 
sooner did the morning dawn, than the 
valley rang with the shrill notes^ of the 
pipes of the shepherds who came down 
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from the mountains. By these sounds, 
which echo repeated, Zunilda was awak- 
ened. Having dressed herself, she made 
choice of her prettiest straw hat, with 
which she covered her fine hair, black 
as jet, and twisted in a thousand plaits. 
Several of these plaits had escaped from 
the ribbon by which they were tied, 
and hung negligently down her sl^^^- 
ders. She perceived a basket of flow- 
ers suspended to her window, and, seiz* 
ing it eagerly, foUnd it to contain à 
nosegay and a wreath of white roses, 
intermixed with blue-bottles, and the 
flowers called hearfs-ease. On touching 
themj Zunilda found them to be artifi- 
cial* 

To the wreath a ribband was fastened 
on which were these words: These Jlowers 
never fade : do not despise art^ it is some- 
times superior to nature^ Zunilda ex- 
amined these flowers, and did not per- 
ceive, 2^ she admired their beauty, that 
they had no fragrance. Every thirig 
was as strange to her, as the meaning of 
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Florvel. By a secret instinct, the wreath 
and the nosegay of Florvçl appeared to 
her rather as objects of curiosity than 
ornaments. She could not imagine 
what they resembled. Presently her 
door opened ; and Elerz entered at the 
head of a group of young men and wo- 
men, who came to present their offer- 
ings. One brought a basket of rushes ; 
another a lamb; a third a white kidj 
and others tame turtle-doves, Elerz, 
unable to procure any flowers, as the 
season was so far advanced, brought a 
branch of a tree from the mountains, 
covered with little red and white berries, 
which, though they had not the fra- 
grance of flowers, formed a tolerable sub» 
stitute for them in appearance. He 
broke the branch into two unequal parts, 
the largest of which was intended as a 
nosegay for Zunilda, and the other as 
an ornament for her hat. He himself 
arranged these simple dçcorationsjwhich, 
contrasted with the whiteness of her 
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complexion, and the sombre hue of her 
mourning, produced a most çharnûng 
effect, 

Zunilda, £air as the morning, and 
blooming as the rose, embraced all her 
companions; and with candour and 
natural freedom shook each of the young 
men, the friends of Elera, by the hand, 
and received of them their presents. 
Suddenly she recollected her basket, lier 
artificial flowers, and wrfeath; she shew- 
ed them to the young women; and told 
them that these flowers never faded; 
which was the only part of the inscrip- 
tion which she had understood. The 
astonishment was general; the wreath 
and the nosegay were handed from 
one to another, and became objects 
of admiration and envy to them aU. 
The more valuable any thing was, the 
less Zunilda seemed to prize it. She 
took the wreath and stripped oflF the 
flowers, untied the nosegay, and distri- 
buted all the fragments among her com* 
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\ panions. At this instant Ftorvel enter- 
ed. He had at a distance observed Zu- 
nilda taking in the basket at her win- 
dow; he hastened to enjoy the reward 
of his labours : he flattered himself that 
he should see the wreath he had woven 
adorn the head, and his nosegay placed 
in the bosom of the beauteous Zunilda. 
But what a different sight presented 
its«tf 1 A hundred hands were dividing 
among themselves his presents. To add 
to his mortification nobody mistook the 
donor of these presents; they all knew 
him ; and every one who obtained but a 
flower or a leaf, thanked him as warm- 
ly as if she owed him the utmost grati- 
tude. Still, however, he is compelled to 
conceal his excessive chagrin. Zunilda, 
always benevolent and open, experienced 
such pleasure in giving to her com- 
panions what belonged to herself, that 
she imagined Florvel was no less delight- 
ed than herself by the use which she 
had made of his flowers. So far is she 
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from apologising for what she had done, 
that she simply told him of the pleasure 
which bis present had afforded to her 
companions } and asked him if he did 
not think, that the ornaments which 
Elerz had given her suited her very well. 
This was too much for Florvel: he 
could scarcely reply to a compliment, 
which he alone felt was so unseasonably 
addressed to him* 

The sounds of rural music now an- 
nounced that the villagers were as- 
sembled. — Zunilda leaning on the arm .^"^ 
of Elerz, and every young woman tak» 
ing the hand of a friend, a brother, or 
a lover, they all quitted the house, Flor- 
vel, the solitary Florvel, followed the.m 
in silence. As he was leaving the house 
he perceived the elegant basket in which 
be had placed the wreath and the nose-, 
gay. He seized it with impatience, and 
tore it to pieces, and then melancholy 
and slowly advanced towards the pasto-, 
ral band, in a state of mind incapable of 
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enjoying the clîarmmg spectacle, which ^ 
was about to take place. ^ 
' The whole plain was covered by the 
inhabitants of the town and the neigh* 
bouring villages. A hundred different 
groups now catch the eye. Some seated 
at the foot of a tree enjoy a repast at 
which mirth presides; while in the 
branches over their heads, clnldren are 
playing, who gather the fruit, and throw 
it among the guests below, who scramblç 
for it. In another spot there are several 
young girls who divert themselves with 
.racing. Thç rapidity of their steps, ' 
the lightness of their dresses, which seem 
likewingSjform.all together a most pleas- 
ing picture. In another place, where on 
this holiday the harvest^çart jtands idle, 
a number of young men are shooting at 
a mark, while a numerous assembly of 
spectators are anxiously examining the 
prize ; and others are running towards 
the spot, fearful that they shall not ar- 
rive before the first arrow flies. Every 
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tiling on thk occ^oft ghres way topiii^ 
lie joy^ The usdui harvest-cart^i iffbkk- 
yesterday was loaded with the rich pro^ 
duce of die earth^^ to-day serves as a» 
ainphitheati?e for the cuiious spectators 
of this scene. Qnt seats himself upoa 
the wheekjr another upon the pele^- 
and a third, move active» balances him<^ 
sdf upon one of the highest- beams that 
are placed across the cart^ He perhaps^ 
Iteeps this position only a few minute^ 
and then drops to the ground ; while 
another less alert endeavours in vain to 
take his situation. There is an unceas^ 
Ing and rapid movement among^ them^ 
and the spectator hiianiself, by his anxious 
curiosity, becomes apart of thespectade;- 
Suddenfy the nofse of mirth is hushed; 
A ijdîgîous silence succeeds. — The mi* 
nister appears. He advances towards 
^unilda, and take^^her by the hand. On 
this signal the men and women divide 
into two parties; and proceed in silence 
tawards the Wopd of Nativities* this. i$ 
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i'lflkceset apart by ancient custon^ fô^ 
in assemblage of trees consecrated hf 
the birth' of every child who is born. 
The wood is situated in a valley betwccik 
two mountains. The approach to it is 
extremely difficult ; as the mountains 
projecting towards each other leave only 
a narrow pass; but soon the view cx^ 
pands and discloses an extensive wood 
divided into two equal parts by a river 
i^hich flows from the rocks. On one 
side is the wood of the women ; on the. 
other that of the men ; between which 
the river takes its course, now rapid, and 
now almost stagnant, and becomes a true 
emblem of the current of life. 

The good Dalecarlknis are too un^ 
sophisticated to have thought on this 
image themselves ; and chance alone di- 
rected them in the choice of this spot. 
Every father, on whom heaven bestows 
a child, plants a larch tree on therighr 
hand side of the river, if it be a boy ; 
and a cedar on the left, if it be a girL 
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When death strikes the child whose birth 
is recorded by this tree, the family as- 
semble on the spot, root up the tree, 
and break it into pieces, which are buried 
with the deceased. The roots of the 
tree are dried by a fire, which is kindled 
with some of the branches of the same 
tree j and these are preserved as a ten- 
der memorial in some apartment of the 
house. Every year on the anniversary 
of a birth-day the parents assemble 
at this place. Zunilda had neither 
father nor mother. She had no other 
relation than Elerz, and all the inhabi- 
tants of the valley, whose affection and 
esteem had almost supplied to her the 
loss of parents. 

The procession lias now reached the 
mountains; the two columns of the 
men and women unite in the narrow 
pass which leads to the Wood of Nativi- 
ties. They arrive at two different paths, 
where they again separate, and cross the 
river. Presently they arrive at 9, young 
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but majestic cedar tree, which claims 
their attention. It is the tree of Zunilda; 
It is in full vigour, and its branches tx-^ 
pand themselves with elegance. Eler^ 
had succeeded to the right of cultivating 
this tree, upon the death of her father, 
when she bestowed her hand uppn him 
as her lover. A iiedge which he him* 
self had- planted round it, protected it 
from every possible accident ; and he 
never suffered a day to pass by without 
admiring and attending to this tree. 
But at this moment, with what tender 
enaction did he approach it ! All the in* 
habitants stop at a certain distance ; Zu- 
nilda alone, with a hobleyet modest air j 
approaches the tree, and with a religious 
setitiment reclining against the cedar, 
places her hand upon the arm of the 
holy minister, who chaunts a canticle in 
which he is joined by the whole assem- 
bly* ElcFZ then carries to the minister 
a vessel filled with the purest water ; he 
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•sxun^es <mih it a few d^ops of niilk!; 
and strews into it the leaves of a wiU 
field flower, at the same time fixing upon 
Zunilda the tenderest expressions of his 
regard* -. — The priest, taking the vessel, 
walks round the cedar, and spriitUes 
the roots ; after which, raising his eyes 
and his hands towards heav«n, he juro* 
nounces aloud this prayer. 

" Heaven ! prolong the days of Zu* 
nilda ! Protect a life, whi<^ she has 
devoted to a faithful friend, whom ^e 
has chosen for her husband ! Let this 
tree, ever full of the sap which gives it 
life, be a symbol of the happy days of 
Zunilda ! 

^* We offer up to thee ou» united 
prayers for the happiness of Elerz and 
Zunilda* We commend them both to 
thy goodness. Punish him who would 
attempt to destroy their felicity, or to 
cloud their life with the slightest affîç* 
tien. Let him become the victim ^ 
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. lie liPOttlâ iMaj^'Bpon tlien, fUI upon hin^ 

Rorvd ^0od nor the tree, attd ap« 
^pcared to be phinged iiitô a profouâd 
iprraiic The last words of tht minister 
Imirerer suddemly aroused him. He 
^BtmM nctfistCQ to tkem without tretm 
liling» and mingled »nme£atdy in the 
<xoad to cao€eal the emotion that sa 
jgf9m&jiBf a^tated his breast* 

The ceremony being thus ended, the 
lirooes^n retires ârom the wood; and 
die instftnl k reaches the valley the 
mirthful sports recommence. The races 
imd the dances, are now resumed, and 
every one gives himself up to unre» 
served hilarity* Zunilda seats hersdf 
tm a green bank, and Elerz reclines at 
her feet. 

" What a day is this for mt, my Zu- 
fiilda!'' said he as he pressed her hand ; 
^*.twenty times have the blossoms ap-^ 
pcared on the trees since the moment 
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when heaven gave ' Zunilda to earth aAîf 
ne. Blesfedbetheday!" ^^Uovethiisday 
only on your account, my Elerz,*^ re-' 
plied Zunilda. " Those trees erf* which 
you have spoken will change their foliage 
again and again, but you shall alws^ 
see me the same» You aire ever in mf 
thoughts. Your existence is so : dbsdy 
interwoven with my own, that I caatia 
longer distinguish a difference/* ' . 

*' Zunilda, did you observe my eyes 
thismorniïigwhen the minister sprinted 
the roots -of the tree ? — Tears rc^ed 
down my cheeks j but they were ddii^t- 
fiil tears." — " Ah, Elerz, had not re- 
spect for the pastor restrained me, I 
should have ran to wipe them, and have 
dasped you in my arms.*' While thus 
conversing on the tears of Elerz, they 
both shed tears afresh. 

At this moment where was îlorvel ? 
The recollection of the words which the 
minister pronounced troubled him ; yet 
still he by no means relinquished his de<> 
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slgiu. The projects indulged by sdf- 
Ibyeare the most difficijlt . to abandon,. 
^ecially by a mind entirely tinder the. 
domiiiion of settled and reserved passion. 
A company of young girls now arrive, 
and separating Zuniida from Elerz, com^ 
pel hereto join in the dance. The pipe 
. and tabor^ by gUy and lively airs, impart 
fresh spirits to the dancers, who scarcely 
touching the earth, seem endowed with 
the pqwer of flight. Suddenly a violent 
explosion m heard. Pipe, tabor, dancers 
all cease at once : every ear is listening ; 
and every eye is directed towards the 
spot whence the noise issued. All is 
however quiet. . . . The music and danc- 
ingarer^umedwith still greater spright-» 
Uness. ... A second noise much louder, 

again suspends their pleasures 

Florvel now approached Zuniida, and, 
with an air of mystery, observed to her 
that the sound came from the woodj 
** "Ought we to go there?" added he. — 
" Yes,** replied Elerz, " let us go.* 
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^ Let the music then accompany m»^ 
aaidFlorvel. Imtte(&itdyt]ieTuxal4»Q< 
collect together^ and march first» M- 
lowed by the mirthful croml, who ûd^ 
that country airs. -^Arn^ed ait the 
entrance of the wood, Zumldadbcoveta 
under a tent^ a rqpatt as romptnonii a» 
the country could possiUy furnisik àSi 
the adjoining trees were decorated with 
friands, and covered with mottoes aad 
verses in praise of Zunilda» 

florvd conductedZunilda to tiie taUe» 
With her favourite companions; and 
placed himself near hen She Kad many 
, of the mottoes without comprdhnuSiig 
them; florvel, however, exptaii&ed 
their meaning as well as he coutd ki 
the presence of £lerz. Peredvkig 
that she could scarcely usideritand 
his sentiments from his versés, he 
went so far as to seize under the taUe 
one of her hands. «-^ Zunilda, aU inno* 
cence, perceived no harm in this act, but 
raising her lovdy eyes, imagined that he 
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Soteiuied hy it to direct her attenâon te 
:the mottoes. He thaa ventured even t0 
press her hand with*a mo^ expressive 
>look. 'Still he was no better nndeiv 
stood. Zunilda suffered her hand to re* 
nain in his with the most ingenuouf 
«and candid indifference* 

iHorvel de^airing of success in mak« 
ing^fasmself understood, reGnquishedtbc 
attempt. * 

Aâ the astonished multitude approack 
^thke table in their turn, and walk round 
it. Soon, however, tired of so dull a 
spectacle, they take away the instru» ] 
ments, and resume their dancing at the 
^entrance of the wood. 

Zunilda, with all that sprightly gaiety^ 
m natttiral to her age, rose briskly from 
the tableland taking the hand of Elerz, 
.ran towards the dancers, followed by all 
^r companions. 

Evening now approached : the gallaitt 
Frenchman did not intend that his fête 
should terminate with the light of day» 
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He had caused some pits to be dug hs 
different places behind some groups of 
trees ; and had filled them with inflam* 
mable materials, the flames of whîch^ 
he conceived, would produce a most 
beautiful reflection among the branches^ 
of the trees. 

Chagrined and ôUt df humouf, Flor- 
vel hesitated whether he should pay 
this last compliment to Zunilda, or not» 
As, however, all the preparations were 
made, he decided in the aflirmative, and 
accordingly gave the signal to those^ 
whom he had employed. In an instant 
the whole wood, and part of the adjoin^* 
ing plain, are suddenly illuminated. Thô 
sun had declined, and the dancing had 
ceased. ïlorveî had intended to have 
added one pleasure to another^; but he 
is always unfortunat^e. Having admitted 
nobody into his confidence except tha 
labourers he had employed, aU the as- 
sembled inhabitants, upon the sudden 
appearance of the flames, naturally con- 
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duded that the, wood was on fire, and 
: that the flames had communicated to 
, the cottages whidi skirted the plain. 
Elerz and Zunilda are equally terrified j 
and run about in every direction. A ge- 
neral alarm is given, and repeated in the 
villages. Every one is running towards 
the wood ; and all is confusion and dis- 
may. In vain Florvel and his assistants 
run about, attempting to pacify the peo- 
ple; in vain they exclaim that it is 
only a fête, and that it is not a confla- 
gration ; some will not stop to hear 
them, And others conceive them to be 
out of their senses. The tent, the gar- 
lands, the mottoes, are all overthrown 
and destroyed ; after the expiration of 
some hours the firè is extinguished, and 
every one, though still terrified, returns 
to his dwelling. At length Florvel suo* 
ceeds in obtaining a hearing from Elerz 
^nd Zupilda, and persuades them that 
the scene he had taken such pains to pre^ 
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pxtt ougfit to ha^e been most ddiglit^ 
faL 

Nothing succeeded with FtorveL M 
state of secret suspense tormented him 
unceasingly j afed he had now perhaps 
arrived at a point, when he dared not to 
examine his heart. Absorbed in doubts 
and reveries, he the next morning, at aa 
early hour, entered the apartment of 
Zunilda, and found her bathed in tears, 
with Elerz knceRng at her feet, and en^ 
deavouring to console her. 

War had been declare^ between Swe- 
den and Russia ; a fresh levy of men 
had been ordered ; and Elerz was com- 
pelled to repair to the neighbouring 
town within two days^.to draw lots on 
this occasion. 

" Compose yourself, my Zunilda,** 
said Elerz, ^ perhaps the lot wiE not 
fall upon me j but if I must leave yoa, 
I shaB go to defend my country ; and I 
wish to distinguish myself, and to render 
myself more worthy of my Zunilda. . 
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Sbutkrett vet quitting yoti^ Wf Heart 5viff 
sufiR&r ; but ui» this distress it is some 
consolation to reflect » that Llea^e witk 
yotf a fivm and a faithful friend» If ever 
llorvel felt any attachaient to us, now fe 
Retime to prove it by svircaring to mc 
Ec will not quit you until I return/' 

It is easy to conceive what passed ajt 
this instant in the minds c^Florvel and^ 
of £krz« Kothing could soften the 
beart of the former ; neither the sheet- 
ing confidence of £Iera% nc»: the bitter 
tears of his miistress could move him. A 
iiccrct joy t^ok possession of his soul in 
perceiving tiie probabifity there was, 
ffaat he should be thus freed from a dtn* 
gerous rival. The culpable design of the 
seducer thus 2^n roused in his breast 
the tumuks of the lover. 

Elerz departed ; he snatched Zunilda 
to his bosom, he embraced Florvel with 
a cordiality the very opposite to the so» 
cret sentînîaits cherished by his rivaL 
The latter^ when he felt himself pressed . 
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to the bosom of the friend whom he 
wished tpbetray,cxperiencedaninvoiuii» 
tary emotion ; but it was rather a f^- 
ing of embarrassment than of remorse. 
The fete of Elerz was to be dedded in 
the space of four days. If Florvel could 
have ensured his departure for the army, 
in all probability he would not have re- 
sorted to extremities for the seduction 
of Zunild^; but, unwilling to trust to 
chance, he determined to make every 
possible attempt during the certain pe» 
riod of his absence. 

On a solitary spot in the deep recess 
of a wood, where every thing breathed 
tranquillity and peace, he caused a little 
pavilion to be constructed with all pos. 
fiible speed; and ornamented it with 
every elegance, which his imagination 
could suggest, and the, country could 
afford. The few flowers which still re» 
mained were obtained from a great dis- 
tance in the country, and w^c distri- 
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buted în the pavUîon in the form of 
garlands, nosegays, and festoons. 

Florvel never quitted Zuniïda. Perfect- 
ly confiding in him, she received with- 
out the least uneasiness every attention 
which he bestowed upon her with a view 
of diverting her grief. The office which 
he had undertaken naturally authorized 
him to speak to her in the glowing lan- 
guage of affection : the uncorrupted 
mind is unsuspecting, and reposes itself 
upon the consolation that is oflfered to it. 

Florvel proposed a walk to Zunilda. 
The evening was fine, and tfte weather 
temperate and serene ; she accepted his 
proposal, and supported herself upon 
his arm. 

After several turnings they arrived at 
the pavilion. Zunilda recognised the 
gallantry of Florvel, and thanked him ^ 
for it; she also noticed all the decora-, 
tîons of this retreat, but rather from 
complaisance to him, than from any 
pleasure which they afforded to her. He 

VOI-. in. T 
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conducted her to a seat j and placing; 
liimself Bear her, took irp a guitar aad 
sung these lines : 

SONG. 

All, not thy verdure, blooming fi'elïs i 
Nor flow'rets fair, my bosom Warm : 

This rapture Zelia*s presence yields^ 
And grVes to ev*ry flower a charnu 

Pure stream, whose banks sweet roses shade, 
More pure, more clear thy wa^rs flow ; 

Since they have press'd the beauteous maid» 
Whose charm» still on thy surface glow. 

From Zelia^s eyes the Summer steals 
The fires that scorch the thirsty plain ; 

And Zelia's breath the source reveals> 
Where fragrant airs their odours gain, 

Zunflda, pensive and sad, though she 
appeared to listen, knew not one word 
that he sung, Florvd perceiving that 
she was absorbed in thought, art- 
fully introduced the name of Elerz, 
Instantly her lovely eyes were turned 
towards Florvel, and her ear was ready 
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to devour the sound with avidity : the 
\ skiliVil seducer availed himself of this 
' artifke, and insensibly changed the sub- 
ject of his songs, or his discourse. The 
bliss, the raptures of love now became 
his theme. But the moment he ceased 
^ to speak of ElerE, a cold indifference 
was depicted oa the countenance of 
Zuhilda, and she sunk again into a pro- 
found reverie. 

Florvel wa« nt>t discouraged ; the ten- 
der grief to which he saw she was a 
prey, embddened him to take her hand; 
to wipe the tears from her^eyes, and 
even to press her to his bosom. The 
innocent Zuniida construed his conduct 
into a proof of his friendship. So far 
from apprehending danger she listened 
witli pleasure to the consoling exprès* 
srons which he uttered with an agitated 
voice. Fre<juently even she reposed her 
lovely head upon the shoulder of Hor-i 
vdl J who was consumed by the fires oi 
a guilty passion. 
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vours." 



] 



His chief aim being to put Zunilda off 
her guard, he congratulated himself 
upon having been thus far successful : 
he sometimes imagined that he could 
perceive desire insensibly taking posses- 
sion of her mind, and producing a de- 
lightful languor which would overcome 
her ; while at other times he could dis- 
cover in her no symptoms but those of 
innocence and -grief. He could now no 
longer disguise his odious project ; every 
thing short of the perpetration of his 
wicked design had been hazarded ; to 
proceed one step further, would betray 
him ; and if unsuccessful, would cover 
him with ignominy. 

At this critical moment Zunilda sud- 
denly ejaculated, " Oh Elerz — ^Elerz ! 
could you but witness all the anxiety of 
your friend for me! how would your 
sensibility enjoy his kind attentions ? — 
If my sorrow admitted of relief, I should 
certainly ejtpericnce it from his endca- 
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As she uttertd these words she be- 
stowed upon Plorvcl a look so full of 
tenderness and sorrow, that it penetrat- 
ed his very soul ; she pressed one of his 
hands with an affectionate warmth, that 
at once evinced her confidence and her 
sensibility. 

^* Adorable Zunilda,** said florvel^ 
*' is there any merit in loving the most 
perfect and the most amiable being, 
which nature ever formed ? In the days 
bf simplicity and innocence, mankind 
would have erected altars to Zunilda." 

As one discordant note sometimes in- 
terrupts the sweetest harmony, so this 
forced panegyric, and artificial enthusi- 
asm of Florvel, combined with the emo- 
tion expressed in his countenance, and 
in the fire of his eyes, suddenly arous- 
ed Zunilda from her delightful reverie. 
She looked at Florvel with astonish- 
ment; she attempted to discover the 
cause of this sudden and unexpected 
agitation j but as she was incapable of 
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tonceivînga thought prejudicial to his 
innocence, and as she frequently fouî^ 
hersdf at a loss to understand his con<^ 
versation, she did not long trouble her» 
self to divine the meaniiig of his present 
conduct ; bi;it suffered her thoughts to 
return to her dear Elerz. Still further" 
to increase the intoxication of Florvd, 
at this instant feeling herself incompipd- 
ed by a handkerchief which she wore, 
she threw it carelessly off, and discover- 
ed a thousand charms which he had 
hitherto only beheld in ima^nation, 
and which he now gazed upon with cx- 
tasy. He could no longer refrain ; he 
drew nearer to her. She was seated ex^ 
actly opposite tea window, which co». 
manded a view of the towa, to wiuch 
Elerz was gone. 

She felt herself pressed teiic^i;]y io the 
arms of Florvel ; and she returnai Jm 
emotions with the most perfect iono* 
cence : she pointed o^it to him the to^A 
to the towrir i she rexnsdned fixed to tfa0 
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same place, her eyes always rivetted to 
^Jiesame object. They at length filled 
with tears 4 her limbs trembled, and she 
sunk in a tender reverie into the arms 
ofFlorvel; who passionately drew her 
from the window. 

It was nîght. — The moon shone with 
à mild lustre; its rays fell upon the 
3ovely face of Zunilda ; and that alabas- 
ter neck, which Florvel devoured with 
Jhis eyes» Who can describe the con- 
trast of their different feelings? The con- 
fidence, the tranquillity of Zunilda, the 
confusion, the perturbation of RorveL 
His hands tremble. ... his heart palpi- 
tates with violence- ... his soul is utter- 
ly subdued j his reason is entirely lost. 
In the last stage of his delirium, he is on 
the point of abandoning himself to the 
full enjoyment of all these transports. 
Suddenly Zunilda drew from her bosom 
a lock of Elerz^s hair, which she con- 
stantly kept there j and pressing it to 
lier burning lips^ kissed it and bathed 
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ît with her tears " O my Életz !^ 

clxclaimed shé^ ^^ perhaps at this mcv 
ment cruel fate has determined to snatch 
you from me : perhaps the barbarians^ 
who have torn you from me> are about 
to expose your life to danger. Alas, it 
is probable we shall not meet again on 
this side of eternity. . . . Should it be so, 
I now swear by this pledge, which I have 
ever worn near my heart, I s^eâr iû 
the bosom of our affectionate and feeling 
friend, that I will not for one moment 
survive you ! Four days ago we were 
happy in the Wood of Nativities ; if Ï . 
lose you, in the Valley of Tombs we 
shall be united, O star of night, whièh 
now shines upon us, direct my st^s f 
— i will renew this vow upon the ashes 
of my fathers !'* 

As Zunilda pronounced these words, 
she arose. . . ^ She no longer wept • . . ; 
but a deep melancholy was visible in her 
eyes, and her whole countenance was 
marked with grief* 
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Tlotwlj mortified by this sudden emo» 
tion of Zunilda, remained motionless; 
He did not make the slightest effort to 
detain her ;buthismindsunkat oncefromr 
the summit of hope^ of admiration, and 
of transport, to despair* He however 
followed the footsteps of Zunilda; she 
fled wit4 speed ; but by the light of the 
moon he discovered the path she had 
taken, overtook her, and arrived at the 
same instant with her, in the Valley of 
Tombs. 

She rushed Into the inclosure* — A 
sacred veneration arrested the footsteps* 
of FlorveL — He paused» — He delibe» 
rated* — He advanced with a trembling 
step, — * but suddenly retreated. — The 
solemn silence of the night, the awful 
scene of so many sepulchres in this soli*' 
tary place, — that melancholy self-ex^ 
amination which all men feel among the^ 
habitations of the dead, every thing 
around him conspired at once to work 
a sudden revolution in the mind of Flor*' 
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^l ! — He is now 00 longer the de^zrtd 
«cducer ia pursuit of innocence ; he is a 
tnan who perceives his errors; whose 
reason now speaki louder than his pas» 
-sions, who rdSects, who is in fact awak» 
.coed from an intoxicatiBg dream. — A 
montent before this change he did not 
tdare to bend his steps towards tl^s scenes 
now he tranquilly wanders among the 
tombs ; and every step whidb he ad- 
vances in this sSent abûde> purifies his 
mind, and brings him nearer to a sense 
»of morality and reli^on. — ïlorveJ is 
not radically vicious ^ the world has se- 
duced him, and hk own sdf-tonceit had 
|>lunged him iikto a thousand errors î yet 
a proper opportunity was sdone wanting 
to unfold his virtues. Every objed; 
which he now beheld gav^ new cause £or 
meditation ; and every reflection which 
a^ose in his mind added t^ lus ranorse* 
IHe still continued his seaarch after Zu- 
mldsk ; but he now sought her with the 
con^poiure of a purified heart. At fength 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



,Mhe turned into a long avenue of cjp- 
"press trees, he observed a simple tomb 
surrounded by young poplars ; and upon 
approaching it^ perceived Zunilda pro* 
strate upon the sepulchre and bathed ia 
tears. This sight made a most power« 
ful impression upon his mind. | 

*' O my father !" exclaimed Zunilda» 
** I come to offer up my prayers to Hea-r 
ven on thy tomb. Thus near to thee, 
my supplications will possess mere effi- 
cacy. Almighty God, restore to me 
my Elerz !'*•... These last words were 
uttored in a tone so pathetic» and so so« 
lemn» that Horvel hintself was most sen** 
sibly affected! Tears forced their passage 
from his eyes, . . . Q pleasing influence of 
sincerity and virtue, upon a mind of sen* 
sibility! He imagined that he heard 
witlûn hûnseK x secret voice» repeat, 
*< Mmgbty Gad^ restate ta her^ her Elerz.^ 
— The opposite feelings of passion axiil 
of pity produced a terrible conflict io hb 
ttreasit^ sind disordered hUi wiiole âranM 
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în a degree which the powers of my petl 
are too feeble to describe. His heart 
sinks within him ; his brain is on fire, 
his ideas are totally confused, and rea-» 
son has forsaken him. — He flies witit 
the rapidity of lightning from the Val- 
ley of Tombs, like the victim of the 
woods, who escapes across the plains 
bearing in his sides the crud arrow which 
has struck him, and from which he vain* 
ty thinks his ^eed will extricate hidi. 
Just so the unhappy Morvel fled towards 
the sunmiit of the mountains, still listen* 
ing in imagination to these words, which 
he thinks proceed from the inmost re- 
cesses of his heart, and which he invo* 
luntarily repeats ; — ^ *« O Gody restore t$ 
bery her Elerz*^* 

In the mean time Zunilda having coti* 
eluded her prayer, had thrown hcrsdf 
upon the tôtnb of her father, dumb with 
grief, and absorbed in holy meditation* 
Suddenly she is aroused by a confused 
noise, and the air at length resounds 
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with shouts of joy. — The lively notes 
of the pipe are mingled with the&e re- 
joicings ; the names of Zunilda and 
Elcrz are repeated by the echoes of the 
vallies; — they draw nearer and nearer, 
until at last all their voices are distinctly 
heard. 

Ah,Zunilda, excellent Zunilda, — how 
much you are beloved by every inhabi- 
tant of the village! — They all now co- 
vet the happiness of announcing to you 
the good fortune which awaits you. — 
They restore to you your lover in trx- 
umph. — Fatehas respected your felicity, 
and has ordained, that another than 
Elerz should repair to the camp ! 

Zunilda precipitately arises ; she can- 
not yet believe that such happiness is 
real ; she listens with anxious atteôtion j 
a pleasing murmuring ' convinces her, 
that she is not deceived. She flies to 
the entrance of the wood. She finds 
herself m a moment in the arms of £lerz. 
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iR^fiose rapture can only be compared to 
her own. 

What a blissful rnoment ! Their words^ 
die on their lipsj tears glisten in their 
eyes ; they embrace, they fold each other 
in their armé. — Every one present is 
anxious to give thefti some testimony of 
their joy; and th^y throw themselves 
by turns into a thousand arms extended 
to embrace them. 

When the first ebullitions of joy were 
over, they returned towards their dwel- 
ling accompanied by the rural musicians. 
At every step they are interrupted by 
their kind neighbours with a new oflfer- 
ing. — One brings them a young lamb, 
another some honey from the moun- 
tains. At one place a hunter lays at the 
feet of Zunilda the produce of his skill ; 
and a little further off a child presents 
her with a fluttering bird which lie has 
taken. Their road is strewed with 
flowers; and the air resounds with 
shouts of joy. Old age, infency, and 
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youth Tnîîigîe togetlier în Aese dénKJrt-- 
strations of their joy, and increase their 
pleasures hy communicating them to 
each other. 

Florvel in the mean time wandered 
solitary at a distance from these scenes of 
congratulation audjoy. — A secret power 
withheld him from flying into the arms 
of his two friends. Reflecting seriously 
and deeply upon his situation, he was 
led involuntarily to a comparison of the 
tumultuous passions which he had secret- 
ly cherished with that charming candour 
which marked the lives of Elerz and 
Zunilda. 

*' Is it possible P^ said he to himèelf. 
. . . " Can they bç happy ?. . . . Have I 
been all this time deceiving myself ?. • . . 
Is there then actually a woman, who is 
not a coquette ? — a Woman who loves, ^ 
but one alone, and whose heart is proof 
against seduction ? If there be one such, 
Zunilda is that one» -^ and her aiu)ther 
than myself possesscsl. . . . What means». 
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what secret stratagem has he employe^ 
to create in her such an undivided at^ 
tachment?. . . . Alas ! his art consists in 
being wholly free from art. It must be 
8^0. A simple child of nature like her- 
self, he has rendered himself dear to her 
by this point of resemblance alone,. • 
Let me then abandon the efforts of, art 
which are thrown away upon Zunilda, 
and henceforth let Elerz be my model, 
I shall without difficulty assume this dis- 
guise of simplicity, for it is much easier 
• to renounce art altogether, .than to sub- 
mit to its dominion." 

Florvel lost no time in putting his pro- 
jecrintoexecution. It was not enough. to 
change his manners and his speech ; he 
even adopted a different dress. His flax- 
en locks fell in natural ringlets on his 
forehead ; and that elegance of person 
for which he was so remarkable, was 
transformed into tjie rustic appearance 
of the Inhabitants vf tbp mountains. 

It still however remained to assume a 
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conduct and conversation saitaUe to thi^ 
appearance; and this part of his task 
^orvel found to be the most difficult^ 
Under this assumed exterior he still re- 
mained the man of the .world in mas» 
querade. 

In the presence of Zunilda would he 
not be much more likely to betray hi$ 
designs by his conversation, than to re- 
mind her of his real condition by the 
elegance of his manners ? Thé mind 
that is unacquainted with sincerity must 
be as much at a loss to utter seniimentiB 
of candour, ^s is the form that has been 
tutored by art, to counterfeit the air of 
nature. 

The threatened departure of Florvel 
bad been long a source of regret to the 
two loyers, who cautiously avoided 
speaking of that painful moment, which 
they believed to be near. What then 
wa8 their astonishment, their joy, when 
they saw Florvel assume the dress of the 

VOL. III. u 
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cotttttiy, and'hteârd him express an înc- 
tentîon of fixing hîmsdf neâr theôi? 

Hé pretended to them, that the trou- 
bles which then des<*itéd France Bad 
driven him from his country ;, and. 
added, that he had recently received the 
melancholy tidingsof some losses, which* 
afflicted his heartin the severest degree, . 

** The. gloom of despkîf/^ he said j 
**• hung 05rer hi^j.and he wished for: 
a long time to renounce those places 
vdiich he could nev€F see again without^ 
the most poignant grjef." 

The two lovers exert thasiselv&s to^ 
afford consolation to hjim under these 
pretended afflictions ;rthey promise faisi 
that they will^be every thing to him ;:. 
and that they will supply to him the {^ace 
of friends, of fanûly,and country. . . . 
These kind expressions^ this impulse of.' 
jmre benevoleiice, oug^t to have restor- 
ed Florvel to the paths <>f virtue ! . . But 
no ; : his selfJove is too much interested, 
in the game he is now playing j^ am! to- 
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that he détermines to sacrifice cVery 
other principle and feeling. 

At the same time, however much 
Florvel might still deceive himself, there 
lurked at the bottom of his heart a pro- 
found attachment to Zunilda, which he 
now was about to. feel in its full force! 

Several months rolled on. . • . Florvel, 
who hitherto, had merely been a specta- 
tor of the daily avocations of the two 
lovers, now became himself a partaker of 
their employ ment?. He superintends 
the labouî^ of the field, where the early 
dawn constantly finds him employed. 
The favourite lambs of Zunilda are his 
peculiar care; and he rears those flow- 
ers which are difficult to preserve from 
the rigour of the climate. With inex- 
pressible ddigKt he contemplates the 
plants, whicli by his care will become 
the favourite flowers of Zunilda. 

Thusthen, Florvel,a change is wrought 
in yourtteart, of which you yourself are 
by no means aware ! You imagine that 
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9^ tlie pains you take are merely to e& 
feet a particular purpose of your own; 
but, in truth, they are the symptoms of 
a love of which you are inconscious. 

It became now the peculiar study of 
Florvd to imitate £Ierz, and to learn 
from him those traits that were so pleas*, 
ing to Zunilda. What a triumph of 
nature ! 

It happened one day that Elerz and 
Florvel met together earlier than usual, 
and before Zunilda had appeared. Dur- 
ing the preparations for breakfast, Flor- 
vel, by no means satisfied with the ob- 
servations which he had made, wished, 
by conversing with his rival, to pene- 
trate into the sentiments of his hearty 
for the purpose of obtaining some use- 
ful information for the furtherance of 
his designs. 

Their conversation was nearly as fot 
lows, though it should be observed, that 
the answers of £lerz lose much of 
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their simplicity and candour by ndt 
being given in the Swedish language. 

PLORVEL. 

'Fell mé, Eleri; ; was your love for 
2*iilda suddenly exdtcd ? 

ELERZ* 

I loved her as soon as I saw hen 

FX-ORVEL. 

And did not you endeavour to con- 
quer your love ? 

ELERZ. 

Idon^t understand you. 

FLORVEL, 

Ï ask you, if you did not try not to •• 
love her ? 

ELERZ. 

Was that possible ? Besides, why 
should I ? 

FLORVEL. 

From an apprehension that she might 
ûot return your affection. 

ELERZ. 

I never dreamt of that* • . To love, 
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i$ not to think \^ether awom^Asr^ 
love you. 

FLORVEL. 

If, however, she had not loved yon, 
you would have been niiserable ? 

ELERZ. 

Yc$ — ^but, as I said,,.! did not thinkidf 

FJLORVEL, 

And what means did you . take to 

please^ her? 

ELERZ. 

I loved her. . . . That was aU. 

florve;*. 
You told her so at once, then ? 

JEI-ERZ. 

As soon as I knew her. 

FI.ORVEL. 

Did you indulge a strong hope, diat 
she would give you a £Etvpura,l)le aa« 
swcr ? 

I thought on what I said to her, and 
not on what she would reply to tne# 
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"Why not .^ . . She might, for mmncty 
■iuirve a^^worod thus; — /^p ii^/ Joveyoi^ 
dwill not marry you. . r* You siiglit thea 
have become unhsippy. 

ELERZ. 

Mf \fss^ Wfi^^o ^1 of thesentiment 

Î^I felt, that there was no room fpr fear. 

One cannot think on two things at once. 

FI,OB.VE|,. 

?roi» that moment you studied aM 
day long, what you could do to please 
hffc\ what means you Gould usetofe$^ 
cinate her ! 

■ EJLEfbZ. 

No : • • • • When I carried somefloworc 
to her, and remaubacd in her company, 
it vas aet with ^ view to gain her af- 
fection \ 1 did so because ny ^qact wish* 
edit. 

FLOaVJWU 

Among all the attentions which you 
bestowed upon her, what w^ she most 
delighted with? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9g6 

XLEIIZ. 

With ail alike ; with whatever I did ; 
whatever I gave her } aiid whatever I 
gaid to her. 

rUOKVZL* 

Did she on her |)iart immediately 
endeavour to discover the means ef af- 
fording you [dou^re ? 

XLBRZ. 

No, no more than I did; though^ 
without designing to please me, she 
could not do otherwise. She is a& 
goodness. 

FLORVIL. 

But what if another besides you had 
loved her ? 

EEERZr 

Oh, we can count up a great rnsmy ! 
I am very glad that they love her. 

FJLORVEL. 

You have no idea of jealousy, then ? 

£X«£RZr 

I do not know what it i^ 
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FLORVEtr 

How! Have you no apprdtension that 
«nether persK)n may become agreeable W 
Zunilda? 

ELER2. 

That camxot be, because she loves me. 

They were a,t this point of the coif* 
v^rsation when Zunilda joined them* 
The candid but decisive answers of 
Kcrz, had thrown Florvd into a pro-* 
found reverie. Zunilda was never be* 
fore in such excellent spirits as at that 
Yioment . . • Without observing the sad- 
ness of Horvel, she advanced towards 
him with that grace which always ao 
companied her actions. • . . . ^^ It is a 
most delightful morning/^ ssddsfieto 
him, ** let us avail ourselves of it. F have 
ordered our little boat to^begot ready ; 
and we will take an excursion upon the 
river, which flows along the edge of 
the plain i it will convey us to a farm 
belonging to a friend of Elerz, and we 
will there spend the day* We wii^ to 
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rapprise Bîm of our imràding tlay, wËk& 
» now near at bsmà.^\ . • . ^* Ycs,*^ ^ rc- 

: j<niied Ëlecz, ^ my hi^noess wSL be 
increased when it is shared «âtà ttnf 
friends.'* 

Erery wo»i was %, 4àggar kk the 

à heart of Florvel. Thçy all, howe30^ 
dnbarked, and the tide swiftly carried 

!s them out of sight of the shore. Thgc 
all three sat upon (»e s^t; Zunllda wafi 
in the middle» and Florvel and Eler^ 

> wene on each side of her. Her aijn eiv 
^ded her lo^jejf,. who^ pr^^sed her h^R<} 
1:0 his bosom > and Florvel held her 

other hand Ui his " Thus,** 

said she, '* would I pass my wi^Qk life.*' 
These words €;5:âted in FIqxvçI two cqo* 
tTAdictory feelings. Th^ fire ojf loveco»^ 
sumed his very soul j . . but at th.es^mç 
in9me;]at the friendship of ^cxz au4 
Zunilda irresistibly impelled Hm to re- 

«oUect what he owed to the rights of 
hospitality. Every inatant some fx^ 
Qrgjim3t«i[i^e pxeseuted itself wh}cb wtf 
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<CSik;ldated to Inspke him wkh Xfâ»t 
sensé jof the delicate atttation in whic^ 

""%€ was^ {daced j and to brii^ him to «n 
proper reflection, upon his own errors^ 

:M which nothing hat the infatuation of 
.pride now prompt;ed hira to persist/. 

Dwing their VQyage a thpusaind pleat- 
ing views and objects attracted and de- 
lighted their attention. . . . The various 
reflections wWch naturally resulted from 

..a view of the beautiful scene^had occa- 
sioned them all to indulge a contemffe. 

, live silence ; which Zunilda first broke» 

<« Florvd^'* «did she, " you know how 

much I am pleased with your voice: 

;-pray,sing me a song/* 

HowcoutiâàercéiuieZunilda? Sbs^ng? 

As swiftly flows this rapid tide» 

So, swiftly flies our time jiway^i 
Our idle wishes both déride» 
■ For no man time or ti^e will sUy. 

Whether along life's Ao^$ weateer^ 
With çarefiil tpil^^r hoedlcss^ort» 
' The same swift ciurrent brings uf neari 
The lurking rock» or destin'd port. 
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tlàrfd found Considerable difÈbulff 
h\ assuming simpticity, even in the 
words of a song. The figurative ex* 
pressions were not perfectly understood 
by Elerz or Zunilda. Tfiey, however, 
joined him in a sort of chorus by repeat^ 
faig the concluding lines. He continued t 

As thus vi^ glide before the gsde» 
A thousand varying views arise y 

'Such changing scenes in life prevail» 
Such fleeting prospects mock our eyes.' 

But v^ben an object strikes the heart» 
In vain it flies from outward view ; 

Since love to memory will impart 
The cherished image ever new, 

Thus he who in his bosom bear^ 
The potent fires of youthful love^ 

Nor sees the beauties nature wears. 
Nor fieàrs the music of the grove. 

One only object fills his sight. 
One only object claims his ear f- 

That object forms his sole delight, 
And'mem'ry ricws her ever ©car-- 
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Florvel wished the voyage had ^yeetk 
longer. He felt himself almost happy, 
and saw with regret the place of their 
destination ; the farm of Elerz*^ friend 
being only two leagues distant from the 
, residence of Zunilda. 

Korten, such was the name of this 
friend^ was himself in his pleasure boat 
taking the diversion of fishings when his 
friends arrived opposite his house. He 
saw them with joy.» ... In a moment he 
left his net$ and leapt into the boat to 
Zunilc^. Florvel, whom Norten did 
not notice, observed this action with 
sotpe surprise. 

Elerz presented him to Norten, 
" This/' said he, '^ is a young French» 
m»n I have brought to see you ; bvt hê 
is no stranger to you, for he is our friend, 
Wc h^ve Jived together long em^oigh Jo 
be able to assure you that he is good, 
generous, and worthy of your estcçra/* 
— Norten was not a nun of conopU- 
ments. ... He embraced Florvd ; and 
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^ply said, ^«l^ekome, young French- 
rtan, make my house your own ; lAsSL - 
HJeatyou as I do Elerzj'^^ I cannot^ 
«ay mote/' 

Florvel answered ifiirith poHtenete, and 
Norten, taking, the t)ars out of the hands 
of the boatman, who rowed too slovidy * 
to keep pace with* hfe impatience^ Hhn- 
sdf rowed his friends into a Ëttle crèek^ 
which bounded his gatdeil» 

Florvel had never risked gne word in 
the presence of Zunilda, whîéh could 
frcm its warmth betray his secret. An 
accident, however, which happened as 1^ 
was handing her from the bo^ was^ 
itear throwing him off lus guard. ... 
Herfoot slipped. He caught her in hig 
tkrmsi and as he was standing on the 
shore, and she on the edge of the boat, 
and as ^ the wind at the moment had 
blown aside her handkerchief ^.the naked 
bosom of ZUnilda pressed against the 
lips of FIorveL — A prude would have 
«Uushed ; but Zunilda was too innocent 
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târatt^h any importance tt)^ such an aë^^ 
cident.^ As to Flopvel, what he felt can 
ÊfnVy be imagined !. . . . Suteh v^ his 'cc^ 
Stacy at the moitient, that he could only, 
exdaitti,— «'-^Ay Zunilda P\ . aûd at the 
«Aie tittle involuntarily pressed her to 
his bosom with the liveliest emotion» 
Zunilda. attributed this a^tation of her' 
ftiend entirely to his fright at her feU^ 
ati<FIaÊiighing hersdf most heartily at this « 
^ght accident, ran to join Elerz, and 
tbus cotnpleted. the chagrin of Florvel^. 
whom ^he left in a state of Stupefaction ' 
which it is difficult to describe. 

** How. now," exclaimed Norten* ta* 
hîm, " why do you stand hereby y ourt- 
adf on the shore ?.. We axe going ta^ 
take some refreshment. — Com^ wl|af^ 
naakeS' you keep away from us ? Cheeir^ 
up, eheerup^ — you ate heartily wdt- 
come. • . . Elerz^ said truly, you ^ can be 
no stranger here, for my friends lov4- 
jou.^** 

Therepast was plain^ but excellent of 
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its Idnd, and accompanied by mirth; — 
Florvd alone was thoughtful and silent. 
During their dessert the worthy Norten 
drank to the health of Zunilda. — ^^ Ta 
your happiness^ Zunilda^** said he, pushing 
her gently into the arms of £lerz. He 
cast upon her at this moment a look so 
full of expression that it attracted the 
notice of FlorveL — Norten's>4?ycs were 
filled with tears. ... A sentiment oi ten- 
derness was visible in the countenance 
of his guests; but Florvel remaiged si- 
lent. . . . ^* Don't let this sight astonish 
you, sir/' said the excellent Norten. . . • 
*< My friends, I have nothing to conceal 
from you at this moment ; and indeed 
why should I disguise a circumstance, 
which I glory in, and the ren^mbiPanec 
of which is at once the sorrow and 
the delight of myjife? Know that I 
loved Zunilda i that I shAU always love 
her. . . . This declaration canaot occasion 
the least uneasiness to £lerz, for he 
knows me> and esteems ine* -«* I oo^ 
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day saw Zunilda ; and that one single 
moment attached me to her for ever* 
I settled mysdf in the village where she 
dwells. — Elerz had the happiness to 
gain her affections; and it became my 
duty to conceal my love within my own 
bosom, and to continue the friend of my - 
rival. Cursed be he, who respects not 
the choice of a virtuous woman ! It is 
the worst of crimes to attempt to destroy 
the happiness of others, and especially 
the happiness of two stich pure and per- 
fect hearts as theirs ! And what, alas ! 
could such a criminal hope for, but to 
entail misery on others, and remorse 
upoft hinr.self, ..." 

Florvel could no longer conceal his 
emotion, but as Norten concluded the 
sentence, he suddenly arose, and left the 
table. 

Let us contemplate for a moment this 
Florvel, so brilliantly successful, scoflmg 
at the passions which he had excited, in 
the persuasion that he himself should 
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never feel the wounds of love ! Behold 
him now overwhelmed by a thousand 
different emotions, a thousand contra- 
dictory feelings, a victim to the power, 
not of an accomplished and witty co- 
quette, but of a simple child of nature. 

One single word from the lips ofNor- 
ten had made him absolutely ashamed of 
himself. He now blushed from a con- 
viction of the wickedness of his designs, 
rather than from the mortification of 
their failure. All the odious deformity 
of his past conduct presented itself to his 
view, but still lacking the requisite for- 
titude to adopt a generous and proper 
line of action, he endured the torftients 
of indecision, in addition to his former 
sufferings. 

Among all the circumstances which 
Florvel had ever experienced, nothing 
had made so deep an impressior upon 
his mind as this accidental disco- 
very of the similarity of his situation to 
that of Norten. For the first time in 
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fais life be felt the pangs of remorse ; 
and at length, though removed from 
all observation, he even blushed. At 
thfa moment Zunilda entered the grove 
where Florvel was sitting on a bank 
formed of green turf, leaning hb head 
upon his hand,, buried in profound me- 
ditation. She advanced towards the 
spot, and seating herself by his side, she 
entered into conversation with him with 
the tenderest confidence, and hnpor- 
tuned him to disclose the cause of his 
unhappiness. The înnocencç, and sim- 
plicity of her conduct threw Florvel 
into such a state of embarrassment and 
surprise, as prevented him for some 
time from utterring a word. ... He took 
the hand of Zunjlda, which jhe with 
perfect purity permitted him to retain^ 
He/dt his passions rekindling, when this 
lovely young woman cast upon him a 
(ook so tranquil, so serene, that it com- 
pktety awed his soul. — He strove to 
extricate himself foam the doihinioa of 
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that unknown power, which he felt with- 
in his breast : and again the eyes of Zu- 
nîlda a second time aroused the voice of 
conscience* For some time past he had 
endeavoured to imitate Zunilda, by as- 
suming the Semblance of her natural 
frankness and sincerity ; and at this mo- 
ment she compelled him to be really 
candid. A sudden change, which, hovi^- 
cver, had been long preparing, but of 
which he was himself unconscious, now 
took ' place in the heart of Florvel. This 
kind concern of Zunilda, the undkguised 
intercut with which she sought him, 
made upon that heart a far more power- 
ful impression, than the accumulated re- 
proaches Af the whole world could have 
done, supposing his situation had been 
known. What a -splendid triumph of 
virtue! — Morvel sought to corrupt its 
genuine sèmplicity in the heart t>f Zu- 
nilda ; ind it has purified has ow^. 

Norten and £lers now appeared to* 
gether. • ."^^ I see him/' said Elerz, as 
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they advanced. " Nothing can divert 
the melancholy of our friend. The 
amusements which are in our power to 
o£fer him, do not possess sufficient in* 
tercst tp detach him for a moment from 
the painful recollection of his country. 
They who have experienced other plea* 
suresji cannot possibly relish such hum- 
ble entertainments as ours/' " You 
deceive yourself," replied Florvel with 
earnestness, " I am thoroughly con- 
vinced, from this moment, that the most 
innocent and simple pleasures, will be - 
those which I shall enjoy the most. By 
residing with Zunilda and you, every 
one must become better than he was 
before. You are both formed to pro- 
duce the noblest effects upon the mind ; 
and the charming spectacle of your hsç- 
pincss ■ ** 

At this instant Florvel cast a look to- 
wards Zunilda ; and became too much 
agitated to proceed. The worthy Nor- 
ten finished the sentence by repeating 
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with warmth: ** Yes, the charming 
q)ectade of their happiness is at once 
a pleasing picture and an îâfistnictîve 
lesson." 

Norten expressed himself with do- 
quence and sensibility. — He drew so 
lively a picture of the association of 
three beings, whom love and friendship 
had united together, that Florvd, per- 
haps for the first time in his life, felt 
himself aflFected even to tears, which 
with difficulty he concealed. — r In the 
mean time evening approached, and this 
interesting party separated, with a posi- 
tive promise from Norten, that he would 
spend the wedding day with Zunilda. 
The three friends then returned to their 
habitation. 

During the voyage Florvel was more 
tranquil. He endeavoured to collect 
himself, to appear cheerful, but in spite 
of his efforts he soon sunk again into a 
profound revorfe. 

He passed the night in a very unquiet 
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sta e. Excessive heaviness, at length, 
closed his eyelids for a few moments ; 
but he quickly awoke again to pain. 
Hitherto his situation had been rendered 
more supportable even by the agitation 
of his hopes and fears. Now, he has 
one constant and incessant tornient 
alone, which is his struggle to renounce 
for ever all hopes of Zunilda. He has 
discarded those projects, which even in 
idea afforded some consolation, or some 
flattering hope. His eyes are now open- 
ed ; and a terrible light breaks in upon 
his mind. Remorse for his past errors 
is among the least of his sufferings. 
He has now become wholly insensible 
and indifferent to every object in creation 
but Zunilda. There appears to him no- 
thing in existence worthy of his regard 
excepting her, and of her he must abso- 
lutely abjure every hope ! Of what impor- 
tance is life now to him ? The void which 
he feels within is death to him ; he was 
an infidel in love» and he has now only 
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become convinced of its existence, by 
suflering its torments as a punishment. 
Alas ! what an object of envy to him was 
the worthy Norten. Fortitude had ena* 
bled Rorvel to make a sacrifice, but he 
possessed not sufficient virtue to feel a , 
pleasure in the performance of a trying 
duty. However he might deceive him- 
self, this fortitude in Florvel was rather 
the result of pride than of virtue, Seîf- 
love was still discoverable even in the 
Tcsoliition he had taken to relinquish his 
vain projects. That ungovernable itn- 
pulse continued for a considerable time 
longer to retain its power over this infa- 
tuated man. 

Several months passed on, during 
which he imagined that he had con- 
quered his attachment, as he no longer 
acknowleged to himself the existence of 
a vehement passion. Hé conceived that 
he could now support the perpetual 
sight of the loves of Zunilda and Elerz. 
The dreadful constraint which he thus 
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imposed upon himself, and the violence 
of th^e struggks daily undermined his 
heakh ; but he constantly mistook, or 
feigned to mistake, the true state of his 
heart, until an unexpected event too 
plainly discovered it. 

He now constantly frequented the 
deepest recesses of the woods, and 
the most solitary places of retirement, 
where tears, remorse, and the psuigs of 
hopeless k)ve consumed his days. Why 
did he not quit a country so fatal to his 
repose ? -r- He had not sufBdent forti- 
tude for such a sacrifice ; but after en- 
during whole days of torture, hç still 
foimd some solace, in being beneath the 
same roof with Zuhilda, that Zunilda,. 
whom he had at first beheld with so 
much indifference, and whom he had 
imagined he could so easily seduce, but 
who by degrees had become the sove- 
reign disposer of his fate. 

If in &f se short interviews with Zunilda 
8mid;£kr%h$ wa& u^b^ppy, his. sorrow 
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was at least tranquiL He no longer 
mingled ^îth his grief that fire of se- 
cret rage against the man who was pre- 
ferred to himself. He rather considered 
him as the source of the happiness of 
Zunilda» than as the cause of his own 
despair. In shorty though he could not 
regard him any longer as a friend, he 
did not consider him merely as a rival. 

His misery now rapidly advanced to 
that point, beyond which he could no 
longer endure it. Such is the nature 
of hopeless sorrow ; it becomes every 
moment more and more acute until the 
period that it destroys us. 

ïlorvel became visMy exhausted thro* 
want 6f sleep and rest. His friends be- 
came alarmed for his situation, and both 
lamented their ignorance of the cause of 
his comity. Had they been acquaint- 
ed with his malady, their own felicity 
would have been poisoned. 

Could Horvd have wept he would 
not have suffisred lo poignantly i but 
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his eyes burnt up with an impotent sor- ' 
row, could not afford him the relief of 
tears. As he was one day, according to 
his custom, wandering solitarily in a 
neighbouring wood, he arrived at a rock 
which commanded a view of the woods 
and plains beneath. Here in the deli- 
rium of his grief he inscribed these lines 
upon a tree against which he supported 
himself* 

« 
The fairest flowV blooms» but to fade and die ; 

The brightest day in shades of darkness ends : 
Destruction's arrows thick .around me fly, 

"While grief eternal my lorn bosom rends. 

Time mocks the mis'ry of my broken heart» 
Each passing moment brings some added woe. 

Tears, that were wont a ^d relief t'impart, 
Withdraw their bounty, and no longer flow. 

O Love, whose barbed shafts have struck so deep» 
Attend a wretched victim's fervent pray'r ; 

Oh, give his burning eyes again to weep; ; 
And snatch a broken spirit from despair ! 

Having finished this effusion he sat him- 
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self down on the point of the ]?ock. Qo 
cupied too deeply in the indulgence of 
his sorrows, he did not observe the ga- 
thering storm, which threatened to burst 
around him» Alas, what was the dash* 
ing of the elements to liim, compared 
with the tempest that raged in his heart ! 
At length the thunder roared, the rain 
fell in torrents, and yet Florvel did not 
change his attitude. Presently ^ vivid 
flash cjf lightning aroused him, when by 
its light he saw upon the bank of a river 
that flowed near him, Zunilda trem- 
bling in the arms of Elerz, having been 
overtaken by the storm. Her lover shel- 
ters her beneath an hospitable oak ; she 
clings round the neck of Elerz, she 
seems desirous of screening herself en- 
tirely in his bosom ; while her action 
alternately expresses love and fear. 

What a frightful spectacte to Florvel 1 
Hitherto he had only known the pangs 
of hopeless love j and scarcely would he 
acknowledge to ham«df that he was jea- 
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lous. The present moment, however, 
fully displayed his jealousy, nnd even con- 
verted it to rage. Elerz himself became 
odious to his sight ; and yet when dark- 
ness succeeded to the fugitive light, 
Florvel wished to penetrate through the 
shades to behold again that fatal scene 
which had driven him to madness. He 
rushes precipitately towards the torrent, 
which separates him from the two lovers; 
his reason fails him. Such was the wild- 
ness of his despair at the moment, 
that had not the river intervened be- 
tween him and them, he would have at- 
tempted to tear them h m each other. 

Senseless and exhausted he sunk upon 
the baidc <rf the river, and there passed 
the whole night, exposed to the tremen- 
dous storm, m a ^tate of total insensibi- 
lity. Day at length bcgaB to dawn, and 
the late storm is succeeded by a perfect 
icahn over the fece of nature ; but no 
tran^uiUrty mtims IfO ibc breast of Flor- 
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vd. The rays of the rising sun fall upon 
his eyes» and awaken him to despair ! 
His first looks are directed to the spot 
where he had beheld the lovers, but they 
are no longer to be seen. He hastens to 
the point of the rock, and from thence 
again beholds the tree under, whose 
branches Zunilda was sheltered in the 
arms of Elerz. All the agonizing tor- 
ments of jealousy now consume him. 
Ï0 complete his torture he hears the 
sound of rustic music at a distance, and 
observes the preparations which are 
. making in the town, and at the resi- 
dence of Zunilda for a grand fête. 
Horrible recollection ! It darts upon his 
memory, that this is the day long since 
appointed for the marriage of Elerz and 
Zunilda. This last stroke deddes the 
fete of the unhappy ïlorvel* 

" All is over then!" exdsumed he 
with a mournful accent. ** Elerz, Zunil- 
da^ and ye inauspicious scenes to which 
in an unhappy hour I was directed, I 
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leave you all. I shall never behold you 
more ; I abandon for ever a fatal coun- 
try where nothing but despair awaits 
me r 

As he uttered these words he attempt- 
ed to depart *^ but his strength failed 
him, and he sunk down again upon the 
rock, where his weakness still detained 
him against his inclination. Alas, it 
was on this very spot that, a year ago, he 
contemplated ; with a happy and a tran- 
quil heart, the striking picture of .the 
fall of the snow, and the sudden return of 
Spring ! Spring is now again returned, 
and with that delightful season has ar- 
rived the period chosen for the consum- 
mation of the nuptials of Elerz and Zu- 
nilda. 

*' Unhappy main !'* said Florvel to 
himself; " Nature is now resuming her 
most enchanting dress, and my heart is 
sinking into endless mourning. . . . Hor- 
rible chastisement of my former crimes ! 
I have indeed deserved it ! . • • • I shall 
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quit these scenes, but I shall bear in my 
heart a poisoned arrow, that cannot fail 
to terminate my days/' 

This last thought deprived îlorvel of 
all earthly hope, and suddenly elevated 
his mind to heaven, the only refuge of 
the unhappy ! Involuntarily he prostrat- 
ed himself upon the ground. At first 
he inarticulately murmured his sorrows; 
he then fervently prayed ! The author 
of consolation is never addressed in vain. 
He ameliorates the sufferings which be 
does not remove, and bestows a secret 
power which enables us to endur^ them. 

The prayer of îlorvel was so mudi 
the more fervent, as it was suddenly in- 
spired by the most pungent grief and 
despair. The effect was equally sudden. 
The moment before, consumed by jea- 
lousy, tormented by feelings of bitter 
hatred against £lerz,who had loaded him 
with kindnesses and attention ; at once 
a prey to the most terrible remorse, and 
the inx>st criminal desires } iméx ivas 
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Florvel ; the vile sport of his passions, 
yielding himself without restraint to the 
guidance of a disordered imagination 
and an immoral heart. Now a sense of 
morality and religion elevates his soul. 
He becomes tranquil ; he blushes at tlie 
recollection <)f the past, but bis remorse 
is rather consoling tlian distressing. He 
still deems himself the most miserable 
of mankind, but he has discovered the 
means of supporting his calamity. He 
resumes that fortitude, that manly dig- 
nity of which a cowardly dejection had 
deprived him. His heart, elevated. by 
the sublimest ecstasy,becomës capable a£ 
acquiescing in every sacrifice. 

« Almighty Bemg,*' said he, " Thou, 
towhom misery has drawn me, thou who 
hast overwhelmed me with sorrow in 
order to try. me, I have been a stranger 
to thee all my days! One single moment 
restores me to thee, and thou savest me 
from myself! To what earthly succour 
could I have had recourse? What are 
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the sufferings which I endure compared 
with that state from which thou hast de- 
livered me ! My soul was nearly lost, 
thou hast restored it. Deign henceforth 
to direct me, that I may obey the dictates 
with whicli thou haSt inspired me, and 
that I may delight to follow them ! It 
is not enough that I resign myself to 
my fate; I beseech ihee to bestow happiness 
upon Elerz andZunildaJ" 

Ji|St as he had .pronounced these words 
in the most solemn manner, the sounds 
of rustic harmony struck his cars. The 
young bride and bridegroom, followed 
by the inhabitants of the valley, advanc- 
ed towards the place where the marriage- 
ceremony was to be performed ; and 
their canticles ascended up to heaven 
mingled with the prayers of Florvel for 
the happiness of Elerz and Zunilda» 

The altar was erected at a little dis- 
tance from the rock. Florvel descended 
into the valley, and met tlie happy pair, 
who uttered an exclamation of joy on 
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seeing him. They had suffered great 
tiiieasiness from his absence, and had de<^ 
layed the ceremony sometime in expec* 
tation of his return. Theyat length were 
proceeding to the altar, with aimous 
hearts respecting the fate of Florvel, 
when he presented himself to their sight. 

The ceremony now begins. The so- 
lemn moment is arrived, when they 
pronounce the holy marriage- vows^ and 
the minister joins their hands. 

It was at that moment that Horvel 
felt his fortitude forsaking him: bis 
knees totter, his eyes grow dim 5 he en- 
deavours, in vain, to support himself, 
and falls senseless at the foot of the al^ 
tar. 

A general alarm ensues : and every 
ooe runs to his assistance. £lerz and 
Zunilda forget for a time their own inte- 
resting situation, in their anxiety to at- 
tend to him. Several hours elapse be. 
fore he discovers any signs of recovery. 
When he opens bsB eyes, he per- 
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'C^ves thathe is in the house of Zunilda, 
and in the arms of his friends* His ex* 
pressions upon recollecting them, were 
marked by a serenity, which banished 
their fears. In the evening, seeing that 
he continued tranquil, and much reco- 
vered, they quitted his sçartment and 
retired to their own. What a night was 
this to Florvd ! he did not, however, 
pass it in wakeful meditation, but having 
resolved to seize that opportunity of 
quitting for ever scenes so dear to him, 
he employed the passing hours in the 
necessary preparations for his departure, 
and before he left their peaceful habita- 
tion, he addressed the following letter 
to Elerz and Zunilda. 

*' Farewel, my .friends! Farewd, 

dear and adorable Zunilda ! Fate 

has not decreed for me the happiness of 
Jing my days with you j I am destin- 
ed toBfî^*-^\dth^the storms and ills of 
life ; you deserve to know nothing but 
its sweets. Think of me sometimes, 
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T. 

hvLt do not pity me. Amidst the âkzp^ 
pointments which prey upon me I still 
feel a happiness for which I am indebted 
to yourselves. Your virtues, your sim- 
plicity,^ and innocence have deeply im- 
pressed my heart. You, especially, inno- 
centand afiectionateZunilch, havecaused 
me to abjure my too fetal errors. You 
have in your own person at length con- 
vinced me, that it is possible there may 
exist upon eartl^, a woman destined to be- 
come the happiness of one man alone ; at the 
same time that she extorts the admiration of 
all. I owe to you still more, my friends : 
you have reconciled me to a Being, who 
has bestowed upon me strength to sup- 
port an eternsd separation. Farewel: 
Ere you read this letter, I shall be fer 
from this loved spot, which will never 
be effaced from my memory. 

florvel/* 

When Elerz and Zunilda were apprised 
by this letter of the departure of their 
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Irîeifd, thcf were both psunfully affecU 
ed ; but as the delicacy of Florvel bad 
concealed fromthem the realcause x)f his 
miseiy, their happiness experienced no 
other diminution than that which re- 
gret for the loss of his society occasion- 

Horvel returned to France, and re- 
tired to one of his country scats, where, 
indulging a deep melancholy, he knew' 
no other pleasures than such as resist- 
ed from the practice of those virtues 
which Elerz and Zumlda had taught him 
by their example. 
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CONCLUSION OF THE WORK. 

I THINK I have proved, by a variety 
of facts, and by several striking appro* 
ximations, that in whatever point of 
view they may be considered, women 
are not inferior to men. In France, 
more egpecizdly, had it not been for the 
defectiveness of their education, many 
of them would have made a very briU 
liant figure. The exclusive frivolities 
to which they were condemned, i.n a 
greater degree, perhaps, formerly than 
at present, must necessarily have tended 
to deprive them of a part of their re- 
sources. 

It is extremely difficult to decide on 
the system of education the best calcu- 
lated to form those precious beings, who 
lorcndcr us happy,areto unite', indomes«. 
tic U£t^ every accomplishment» viiTtue; 
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atnd usefiil quality ; and in the circles 
of fashion, whatever can contribute to 
please. It would appear that a sufficient 
importance has hot been annexed to this 
lubject, in the discussions to which it 
has given rise* On a mature reflection, 
it will be found that there are few ques- 
tions of a more interesting nature, . . . 
Heaven, in creating woman, seemed to 
say to man : " Behold either the tor- 
ment or the charm of your present and 
future existence. Give a direction to 
this being, calculated, by the extreme 
pliancy of her mind, to receive all the 
impressions you may wish to bestow on 
her. It is another self which I offer to 
. you : in taking charge of her, you 
ought, in a certain degree, to identify 
her with yourself/' 

I am aware that it is equally essential 
to avoid bestowing on women too much 
or too little instruction; and I know 
that the habitual inclination which they 
possess to domineer^ occasionally ex« 
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poses them to the imputation of pedan^ 
try,wheix they are learned. The greatest 
danger to which they can be exposed^ 
lies, however, in ignorance. 

To form the mind and heart of a wo« 
man, ought, according to my opinion, 
to be almost the sole aim of their educa-» 
tion. The heart of females is the gua* 
rantee of their character, and their mind 
that of their conduct. 

The education of men embraces many 
objects. But when a woman is mild, 
pcJished, and gifted with sensibility, at 
the same time that her mind has receiv- 
ed the necessary degree of cultivation to 
render her company and conversation 
agreeable ; what more can be desired ? 
Formerly the cultivation of the mind 
was too much neglected in female con- 
vents. The present system of several o£ 
the fashionable boarding schools in 
France, appears to have fallen into the 
opposite extreme. It is as disgusting to 
see an ignorant young woman, as aft> 
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xi^ale philosopher, reasoning on abstract 
sulgects, which are not in the province 
of her sex. As at the present moment, 
an anibitious claim to perfection in ta- 
lents and acquirements of every descrip- 
tion is superadded ; and as women are 
even seen in society endeavouring to 
vie, in agility and address, with a female 
opera, dancer ; there commonly results 
a somewhat singular contrast between 
the gravity which an apparent scientific 
. knowledge bestows on a certain descrip* 
tion of our young females, and the real 
fireedqm of their m^inners, which arc 
niorc brilliant than modest. 

A very fatal change has been intro- 
duced in domestic life. Formerly a 
young woman, influenced by a due re- 
spect for her mother, was for a long time 
governed by her, without venturing to 
have an opinion of her own. Now she 
not only adopts sentiments before she 
can have any right to do so, but pro* 
nounccs and defends her opinions ta 
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ftarnest altercation^ with her parents. 
: This dangerous privilege is extended to 
the most important affair of this life, to 
the choice of a husband. I am very far 
from approving the absurd custom v/hich 
has been too much followed,, of being 
guided by. motives of interest, rather 
than of choice and affection in niarrying 
a, young girl. But is not the other ex- 
treme equally dangerous? When the 
union is formed by the mutual consent 
of the daughter and her parents, it is a 
rational, sgidwill probably be a happy 
onç. But ought the choice of the for- 
mer to be made withput the approbation 
of her family ? Unfortunately the heart 
too often mistakes ; and this is one rea- 
son why so many badly projected and 
ill suited alliances have been formed. 
How many examples may be adduced in 
proof of this, of women, who having 
separated themselves from their hus- 
bands» have entered into engagements 
which their own will has urged them to 
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embrace, and who have thus plunged 
in misery ! The hws ought to be regu- 
lated and framed according to the cor- 
ruption of manners into which a nation 
has fallen. But, on the other hand, an 
attempt has been made in France to 
blend and confound every thing; and 
the incoherence of the social order with 
the natural rights has been productive of 
many misfortunes» 

In a country newly peopled, such as 
North America, where prejudices are 
scarcely known among the inhabitants ; 
where the manners have been subjected 
to so trifling a change; where there 
are so few objects to divide the atten- 
tion ; and where the patriarchal system 
predominates m families ; the spirit of 
reason and wisdom has so powerful an in- 
fluence, as to be insensibly communicated 
to the youth of either sex, without their 
suspecting it. It becomes a social spirit 
which infuses itself into every individual 
who constitutes a part of the family. 
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In France, on the other hand, every one 
speaks, reasons, and thinks after his own 
manner. Males and females, age and 
youth, reason, and folly, ignorance and 
intelligence, — every thing, in short, is 
expressed at one and the same time. — 

our good ancestors, a man of thirty 
years of age was more submissive to 
the venerable head of the family, than a 
youth of eighteen years is at the present 
Hioment to his father. Accordingly, 
those sacred principles which are the 
safeguards of morality, are called prqu- 
dices ; and so great a change has been 
wrought in our ideas of religion, that 
it has been deprived of all its force. 
Amid this social anarchy it is more neces- 
sary than ever that a young girl should 
consider her mother as her friend and 
guide. According to the dangerous 
liberty of thinkings which has been too 
firmly established for some time to be 
guarded against by inexperience, a gid- 
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dy female is not at a loss to find an ex* 
cuse for her Êiult. She even adopts a 
kind of new principle, by which she 
thinks herself authorized to commit it ; 
and has too many persons to come for- 
ward in her defence. When a> universal 
confusion prevails, the opinion of the 
public loses its influence. It was for a 
long time the safeguard and bulwark of 
reputation. Before any one was judged 
by it, the famUy tribund exercised, with- 
in doors, an august power, which was 
dreaded by the inmates. The famifies 
were then united, instead of being divid- 
ed, as they are at this time, not merely 
by the discordance of opinions, but by 
misfortunes on the one hand, and newly 
acquired wealth on t;he other. 

Formerly any one of the individuals 
who composed the domestic society, was 
afraid to return beneath the paternal 
roof, and to meet the view of those who 
dwelt within, if conscious of meeting 
their reproaches. iTie cuprit was to 
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be brought to a severe reckoning for 
having disgraced the faniily nanic by i 
base or unworthy action ; and it became 
a general interest that the person so of- 
fending should be restored to a sense of 
the principles of honourr Did any one 
dare to overstep the boundary of decen- 
cy, an unanimous sentence was pro- 
nounced, without a possibility of appeal, 
and a punishment inflicted for a neglect 
of the duties indi^ensable to all the 
.members of the society. A man who 
should envelop himself in the obscurity 
of a scandalous life, might sometimes 
escape reproach ; but such were the re- 
ceived prejudices, and the diflferent for- 
inalities to which a female waa subjectecf, 
that she could not shun the punishment 
which awaited her. She was lost !. . . . 
At the present time, how often has it not 
been said : What docs that signify ? It 
is pretty nearly the same as if it had not cc- 
curPed. What it is agreeable to 4?? ought 
tc be done.. Rigorous and just opinions 
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are now so very seldom to be met with, 
that they are braved without diffiazlt) \ 
I do not say that females, in former 
timeSy were, generally speaking, more 
strictly governed by a sense of honour 
than at present, but in principles, as well 
as in actions, there were limits which 
no one dared publickly to pass ; and it 
ought to be recollected, that bad exam- 
ples are the grand destroyers of morality. 
From this state of things it therefore 
results, that the condition of women is 
at this time reduced to three points de- 
pendant on each other, namely, they 
enjoy a greater share of freedom than 
, heretofore, but are less respected, and 
possess less influence in society. 

Custom being a kind of fashion, which 
governs our morals with as much des- 
potism, as it does our dress and personal 
ornaments, it will be long before we 
shall see certain essential prejudices, 
more particularly as they relate to fe- 
males, recover their ascendancy. It is 
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«onsc^ueritly necessary that education 
should substitute such principles, in the 
interim, to the weak barriers which the 
passions have surmounted. To be sin- 
cere 4 there are now in reality no other 
restraints imposed upon us than those 
which we deem it prudent to adopt our- 
^ves. 

The education of a young female was 
formerly confined to certain principles 
which she received with a submission 
from her parents. At present, to repeat 
what I have already observed, she weighs 
and examines them, and will not allow 
herself to be swayed by experience. A 
new system of education ought therefore 
to be adopted. It is essential that the 
mother, more than ever attentive to her 
daughter, should acquire her confidence; 
sTibuld vie with, her young companions 
in the counsels she gives her ; should 
struggle incess^tly against the princi- 
ples which are in vogue, and the brilliant 
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ilIusîoM of the imagination; should for^ 
get that she has a right to command ; 
and be sensiUe that she ought to win her 
pupil over to a right mode of thinking 
and acting. It is essential that, as she 
is under the necessity of introducing 
her too early into life^ she should de- 
rive an advantage from this inconvcri- 
ence; and, joining example to precept, 
should, by the dint of a patience almost 
beyond endurance, and a most assiduous 
perseverance, point out .what she could 
never venture to command *. 
' Without entering into any furtter de- 
tail, I shall observe, that the small share 
of influence the women enjoy at the 

* The system of education adopted by Madame 
Genirs appears to me to be a model well descnr- 
rng of imitation. On this head I appeal to the 
amhor herself. Since her excellent work has ap- 
peared, such extraordinary changes have» howw 
ever, been wrought m France, thaf, m adhering^ 
to the basis of her system, it requires certain mo- 
tiifications, in proportion to the weak ascendancy 
vhich reason and experience have over youth* 
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pWscnt time, sufficiently 4^nonstrates 
how adverse the prindiplee of rfie new 
philosophy ha^e been to theijn» The lit- *■ 
tie consideration enjoyed by the sex, the- 
very rèverèiê of what ought to have bçen 
cKpected from their talents apd powers 
ei seduction, is a circumstance whiçli ' 
the attentive observer ought notto pas* - 
by with indiflference. 

The attention cannot be directed to^ - 
wards any art, in the exercise of which 
certain females have not<kmonstrated 
their superiority, It would be a partir 
cular satisfaction tonameseveral of them, . 
provided the praise, of persons who are * 
stiH living, did not bear a stronger re- - 
semblance to flattery thïtn to justice I 

fo it possible to speak of paintings . 
withoijt citing the celebrated female 
i»4iQse misfortunes have obiiged her to - 
:seek an asylum in foreign climes, and 
whose celebrity has every -where preced- 
ed her steps 2 The saloon * never opens » 

♦ The Paris exliilMCion of pa'uitings. 
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without some young rival of her talent^ 
presenting herself to charm our sights by 
productions which display the interestt 
and the grace inseparable from the sex. 

if wc speak of iiterature, how many 
names arethere which present themselves 
to our admiration ! Shall I point out the 
female who established a durable repu- 
tation by her First Novel? Or the one 
wTio, \yy three productions of that de- 
scription, has enrolled her name among 
those of our most celebrated novel wri* 
ters ? Or shall I name that autliorcss^ 
the daughter of a man celebrated by his 
rank and by his writings, who so well 
knows how to shine in works of the 
most opposite species, who can discuss 
the most abstract philosophical points, 
or pen the most elegant novel* ; who 
performs a benevolent act with the same 

* I would place In a class by itself the novel 
of Delphine, The contrast of opinions tipon this 
work equals perhaps that of the beauties and d<h 
fccts with wliicli it abounds. 
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grace with which she utters a bon moti 
and who attaches to herself as many 
friends, by ihe goodness of her heart, as 
she does admirers by the spirit of hex? 
writings ? 

Need I mention one of the most cele- 
brated authoresses, who having received 
both a theoretical and practical educa- 
tion, will for ever hold in her works the, 
first rank attiong all those which grace a 
select library, whether we consider their 
style, their usefulness, or the pleasure 
2»id entertainment which they aflFord ? 
» Her plays are calculated to instruct^ 
the young, and to interest mature age j 
her novels are replete with entertain- 
ment^. and her moral pieces are . at 
once perfectly correct, and sufficiently 
amusing^ 

If the mCklesty of her aunt has depC^r 
ed the public of those excellent plays^, 
which delight private parties, and amusé 
their leisure, ought we to imitate hex' 
Jreserve f 
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"The theatres could nev»- boast tnote 
.brilliant talents in the female line than 
ât present. ..*... To say nothing of 
the four principal nctresses whom all 
Paris applauds for their various merits 
how many others nâîght be named who 
<Iaim our admiration? To coâcluda^ 
tlie Lyceums, tlie Public Journals, and 
the collections of Fugitive K^es, witt 
stiffiaentîy demonstrate the right which 
many others have to be mentioned oû 
this occasion. The public ksiow theiâ 
well ; and Î willingly add my homage 
to theirs, without sfeparatdy naming so 
many individuals ! 

Before wç entirely close this «say, kK 
us take a view of the alterations in tl» 
condition of women, whidi have taken 
pfa y from the days of the patriarchs tf> 
the present times. Tile writîïîïgs of ifif- 
ferent authors shaîl be out diredtiôn on 
thrs subject. 

During a period of nearly three thou- 
sand years,, womenj whose weâknèw 
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'ndiSed for every indulgeike, were made 
thesubjectsof the satire and the malice of 
the liien, who never quitted their arms 
but with a design to calumniate them. 
At length the days of chivalry arrived^ 
and women enjoyed a more agreeable 
state in society. Unhappily ignorance 
uniting itself with gallantry, the pro- 
ductions of literature were rare ; but the 
first dawning of knowledge convinced 
mankind of their injustice towards wo- 
men* The bards combined the praiseîJ 
of woman with that offered to heroeil 
and gods ; they sung of the ecstasies of 
love: and even carried their panegyricîi 
to a degree of extravagant enthusiasm; 
Boccace, Petrarch, and others, furnish 
examples of this species of idolatry. - * 

The Troubadours every where sun^ 
the praises of beauty ; poets, and wri- 
ters of every species, imitated them, and 
the mania became general. 

Whenever a custom is carried to such 
an excess of abuse, its duration is. short/ 
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and the certain consequence of such es^ 
travagance was, a return below the 
pomt from whkh it at first arose. . . ^ 
Nothing more clearly proves the infc* 
riority of man» than the fact, that his 
thoughts never move out of a certaia 
circle. 

After mankind had carried their ad* 
miration of the sex to a degree, which 
converted women into celestial beings, 
in a moment their ideas were entirely 
changed. The epoch of the reign of 
Charles the Second, in England, is re^ 
markable in this respects The corrup- 
tion of the court was carried to such an 
extent, that the men did not hesitate to 
depreciate that sex, which they had 
taken pains to corrupt. The fashion of 
celebrating the praises of women in son- 
nets, was succeeded by that of calum- 
niating them in epigrams and other writ- 
ings full of the severest satire- Lord 
Kochester gave the first specimens of 
this species of calumny } and he was 
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^on foflowed by Pope, Swift, "Ifdungi 
and a thousand other authors too ob-* 
scurc fm* notice. It was their aim, the^ 
tcM us, to correct the manners of wo- 
men ; 'but they corrected nothing by 
wounding their pride. It is infinitely 
better to entice mankind to do good by 
artful panegyricj than to detef them» 
frodi evil' by gross invectives. 
- This rl^culous indecision of the opi* 
itibn of men in respect to women, fliould 
console that sex for the injustice which 
is equally evinced by their flatteries and 
their satireSi 

From the earliest epoch to which 1 
have alhided to the present hour, women 
have continued to experience consider- 
able changes in their condition, and in 
the degrees of attention which they 
have received from the men. At the 
present period we may venture to say, 
that they would be almost forgotten ^ 
did they not extort Our admiration by 
tlieir personal merits, and by their di»» 
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tinguished talents. After having hiSkXï 
into two difibrent species of excess, we 
fcavc now nearly arrived at the true 
•point, and iAe equality rf the two sexes 
will now perhaps èe ^tablisbed ; and we 
shall cease to consider womea accord- 
ing to their sex, but individually accord- 
ing to their merits. Is it certain, that 
if the two sexes were sub^ted to -this 
just rule of examinati<Hi, we should 
have a very considerable superiority 
over the other sex ? It would be difficuk 
at least to decide on such a. question. It 
is time that mere corporeal strength 
i^ouid have less inÔuence in the balance 
of advantages. Why do we hear per- 
^ïctually of the opinion of fmn respecting 
Tvomen^ and never of the opinim of women 
respecting men ? Whence is derived our 
privilege of judging them, and our ex- 
emption from being judged by them ? 
Whence is it that their condition in so^ 
ciety is not only that of dependents, but 
in some respects that of slaves ? They 
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3rre Ihe weaker sex ; and thcrefare tiee 
; legislature ought rather to protect, than 
to oppress them in a manner at which 
justice and reason revolt*. * 

With respect to myself, without pre- 
miming to decide the question, I am of 
t^pimon, that women arc cntitied to 
^ual rights with ourselves. In com- 
mon with us they possess the qualities 
-of honour, reason, wit, courage, perse- 
vverance, and patience j and their impor- 
tance in the contract which unites us, is 
<€qual to our own. 

Let us then at length be convinced of 
>t)ur errors respecting them. Who arc 
these beings, whom we thus oppress ? 
Their breast sustains and nourishes tis ; 

* It is to be hoped, that m the new cîvîl code 
-which is now in preparation, provision will at least 
be made, that the property of women be at their 
own disposal, as in Germany, and that they will 

not continue, in this respect, in an unjust and de« 

.grading s^ate of guardianship. 
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tKcîr hands direct otr earliest ^cps } 
f heir tender voice teaches us to lisp our 
first expressions ; they wipe away thcf 
first tears we shed ; and to them we are 
indebted for our earliest pleasures. Na* 
ture seems to have confided rnati to thci? 
continual care : the dradle of infancy is 
their peculiar charge, and their Idnd 
compassion smoothes the bed of death* 
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f}n the Marriage Ceremonies of different Nations^ 

MARRIAGE is one of those institutions, 
which among different nations has undergonç 
the greatest change* 

In the first agj^s of the world, a man marked 
hj a stone the ground which he intended to cuU 
Xivate ; in the s^mç n^anner he took to himself a 
woman, whom he -conducted to his tent, and pro- 
mised to assist her in rearing their progeny. There 
then existed no other marriage ceremonies. 

Among the first inhabitants of ancient Rome, a 
jnan and woman lived together without ai^y le* 
gal contract ; ^^ncj the nature of their connection 
united them by the mutual advantages which . 
each derived from it. 

Among the Calmucks a man and woman arc 
.married for one year. If the woman prove preg- 
nant, they continue togçther another year. 

There is scarcely a country, in which the custom 
of giving money is not introduced into the mar-, 
riage ceremony, as a guarantee of the bargain 
which is tlius made, by selling a young woman to 
another family. 
* 
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The Egyptians attribute the institution of • 
Ifiarriag^e to Minos, their first sovereign. 

The Assyrians had a • ceremony peculiar to^' 
themselves for the marriage of their daughters. 

Once every year they assembled together all 
the marriageablcyoung women, and put them up ' 
to auction. A spirit of competition among the 
rrch men, raised the price to very considerable * 
sums, which, being deposited in- a public bank, 
were appropriated tè the purpose of portioning cff 
such young women as were* less handsome, and * 
consequently less admired. The more ugly a- - 
young girl was, the larger was her dowry, in order • 
to engage some avaricious man to marry her.r 
There was no other ceremony used in the cefe. 
bration of their mariiagCj than a sort offcast, at 
which the husband assembled his friends, and 
called upon them to witness that he had complied 
with the conditions of his bargain. It is uxideF' 
ttcod, however, that the Assyrians instituted a tri- 
bunal for the especial purpose of regulating tht 
laws relative to marriages, and seeing theni ei>» 
forced. There are scarcely any otBev traces of a 
marriage ceremony to be foujid among the aiw 
cients, than feasts and entertainments. 

Some authors mention a peculiar ccrem^ïjy 
which existed, of presenting to the new-married 
pair, a basket filled with acorns and bread, as a 
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its fruits without labour. 

The same idea undoubtedly, was intended to be 
expressed by the Romans, in their ceremony of 
spreading nuts upon the table of the new-married 
pair. 

At Athens, when the virgiîîs arrired at an age' 
fit for marriage, they repaired to a village in the 
neighbourhood, to implore pardon of the stattie 
of Diana, for entertaining a wish to be married, 
a«d to solicit, at the same time, the permission of 
the goddess to relinquish their yirgin state. It 
was their common practice to sacrifice a victim 
before marriage ; on which occasion they always 
took care to throw the gall of the animal behind 
the altar, which may be construed into a declara- 
tion that no bitterness or malice ought ever to he 
admitted to disturb the harmony of marriage* 

Always superstitious, the ancients never beheld 
with indifference a vulture seize any part of the 
sacred viands. Ou such an occurrence, the mar- 
riage was frequently broken off entirely^ and al- 
ways deferred:. The sudden appearance of 
two turtle doves, was deemed a most happy 
omen. If only one appeared, they believed that 
the marriage would not be happy. Hence ori- 
ginated a thousand frauds and tricks among 
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«the Greeks. Any one who was Interested mpr<t 
venting a marriage, might accomplish his purpose 
hj carryin.g a turtle dove under his cloak, and 
Jetting it fly at the moment of the sacrifice. The 
understandings of those famous warriors, of those 
celebrated philosophers, were liable to be thus ina. 
|)Osed upon by absurd omens. 

The Athenians conducted the wife to her hus- 
band's house in a car, and after she had descend* 
cd from it, they burnt the axle-tree, to signify that 
«he had not the liberty of rçturnin^. The father 
washed the feet of ihe bride with water from tliç 
fountain of Callirhoe. 8he was then conducted to 
the nuptial chamber, which was illuminated witli a 
number of torches proportioned to her birth. Thç 
mother tied her head ribband to ope of the 
torches ; they then retired, and the young men- 
made a loud noise at thç door, to prevent any 
thing being heard, which passed within the cham- 
ber.— Such were the marriage ceremonies of thç * 
Greek?. 

The Romans ^knowledged three sorts of mar^ 
riagei, which were differently celebrated : they 
were sttkd Cw/«»rrû//V»w, CofrnpUQV^ and Strvtc^, 

That which they called Conferratiou, was the 
manner of marrying th© Pontiffs and Priest$v 
This ceremony consisted in causing the new mar-* 
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salty a portion of which was offered to thoie 
deities who were patrons of ijiarriage. 

The second species of marriage called Goemp- 
tion, was celebrated by the parties themselves, 
and simply consisted -in a mutual pledge of their 
faith» by each giving CD the other a piece of m«s 
ney. .' 

Tlie third sorti called Service, was tlic effect of 
chance. When- a child was illegitimately born, 
and tlie father and mother agreed to live together, 
their own consent ^^-as deemed sufficient to const!- 
. tute a marriage, and to legitimatize their offspring. 
: Some authors assert, that in - Holland, and in 
si^me parts of Germany, if a man marries a %rô- 
mail upon his death- bed, it is sufficient to log îti^ 
matize all their children without any other for- 
mality, than that of all the children being pi-c-senr 
at the ceremony. 

. Whenever a marriage, according to the cere- 
mpny of coemption, or confen-ation, was agreed 
upon, the augurs were always consulted as to the 
pleasure of the gods, and <ta. point out some 
propitious day for the; celebration. When the 
contract of marriage was signed, the parents afïîi- 
ed to it their seal. They deposited the dowry 
of the ir duughter in the hands of i-ie aiigur, and 
VOL» III.^ A A 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



354 

her intended liasbaiid sent her ztinf of Iron. On^ 
the day of marriage» it was the custom, when they- 
dtessed the hair of the bride« to divide her hatr^ 
into SIX trcssesy in the manner of the Vestals» 
to indicate that she should always remain a ves^» 
tal to all but her husband. They also placed^ 
vpon her head a. crown of vervein, and otljer. 
kerbs» which she herself had gathered. Over- 
ibis crown she.gene^lly wore a veil, aadher feet 
were ornamented with shoes of the same colour»: 
with very high heels. 

In ancient Rome, it was the practice to place 
upon the necks of the bride and bridegroom, a ring' 
calied coTijugium ; from which we derived the. 
w'ord, cot)jug.aL No emblem has idnce been in* 
vented, so, perfectly analogous to the married* 
f late. It was also the custom, that on- such occa- 
rions, the ycung women should feign a repugnance 
to meet the embraces of their husbands, and seem 
relue tajU to quit the arms of their mothers. Five 
li:rle hoys having been previously bathed and per- 
tumed, curried eacli alighted torch, in honour of 
rlic (ive deities of marriidge, Jupiter» Juno, Venus, 
Diîiua, and Suada, the. goddess of Persuasion.. 
'i\vo children conducted the bride to the house 
_rf her husband,-and carried behind her a distaff» 
a. spiudb, and a. box containing her toilet. When 
she arrived at the door, which she found orna- 

uigmzec, Dy*GoOgle 
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«ïente'd with garlands of leares and l9ow(?ts> thèjT 
^presented to her fire and-lvâter, and at the samt 
-time demanded her name. To this question the 
hride always answered Caia : by which*was inti- 
mated, that she intended to imitate the celeKrat- 
^d Cala Cecilia^ vlho acquired the highest reputa- 
tion by her conjugal and domestic virtues. Befoi-fe 
«he entered the house, they sprhikîed the bïid^ 
with, lustral water, that her busbar d might meet 
her i» alî her purity. She also placed upon the 
door a piece of wooltea stuff, and rubbed 
. it with the oil or grease of some animal. They 
then carrfediher into the house, as the augurs pi e^ 
dieted, that nil fortune would fall upon her, who 
should imprudently touch the threshold of the 
doon Immediately on her entering the houîîe, 
they presented the bridewith all the keys, and 
brouglit her for a seat, the skin of a sheep which 
had never' been shornj^ to remind her that 
henceforth she must employ herself, in fabri- 
cating tlie garments of her fami>y* When the 
bride and bridegroom entered their -chamber, the 
latter distributed -walnuts amohg the children,' 
before the company retired-; and the men sung. 
some verses to dispel the^ charms of magic and. 
witchcraft. Every One then retired, and the 
lights in the chamber -wwe all extinguished. The 
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jfollewing day the bridegroom gave a feast. On 
this occasion his new wife appeared with him on 
tlie nuptial bed ; and publicly bestowed upon 
him such marks of familiarity, as evinced that 
she felt no regret for having entered into the mar- 
ried state. So little reserve »was observed by the 
wife in her conversation, on these occasions, that 
it was a common proverb among the Romans 
to say, '* S/ie talks like a ncto married wijem*^ 

'At Rome, a husband who detected his wife in 
adultery, might take away her life. On the other 
hand, a child bom ten n?onths after the- death of 
a husband, might be considered Sk$ his, if thî 
mother wished it 5 and the Emperor Adrian ex- 
tended this unaccountable indulgence. to eleven 
mojiths. 

^It is v<ïry remarkable that the barbarians who 
rConqiLiered Rome, soon adopted tbeir customs re- 
lative to women. They married their .virgins 
under a pavilion, in token of modesty, and their 
vSyidows in the open air. 

Am£>ng the ancients nJarriages were fbr.a long^ 
time celebrated without the aid of priests; and 
were simply contracted in the courts- of justice, in 
the. presence of the magistrates and the. parents. 
At length Soter, the fifth successor of Peter, con- 
ceiving that he should thus establish the authority^ 
and add to the dignity of the clergy, decreed that 
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no woman could henceforth be "'lawfulîy ïnaiïie3, 
"fexceptby a priest. 

^ In the most distant ages, it . appears, that 
marriage was nothing more than the sale of 
a woman to a man. I have already observed, 
that the pieces of silver or gold given on those oc- 
casions', are imitations of this ancient practice. 
The establishment of polygamy and concubinage, 
was the original basis of the tyranny of men over 
women. This tyranny was employed in a thou- 
sand instances, and jealousy only increased it. 
We perceive among the Hindoos a restless and 
cruel anxiety upon this subject. When a man 
leaves a woman for . any length of time, he twists 
together two branches of a tree. If on his return 
he finds them as he left them, he is satisfied that 
bis wife' is faithful ; but if he perceives the least 
alteration, he chastises her in the most cruel man- 
ner; and every proof of her innocence, however 
Incontestible, is disregarded. 

If we may credit some ancient authors, the 
Egyptians, in contracting marriage, always pro- 
mised to be obedient to their wives; from 
«which circumstance- we may presume, that the 
women must have had a superior voice in ; the 
legislature, to have obtained such a privilege. 
The women of the Manane Isle« possessed this 
.prerogative m a great extent. AU the household 
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foriuture atid moveables were their exclusive pr<^' 
perty ; and the husband could dispose of nothing 
without their permission. If the husband was 
^quarrelsome, or obstinate, or irregular in his con- 
duct, the wife was authorised to punish him, or to 
leave him« If a husband detected his wife in 
adultery, he might putto death the gallant j bot 
he was not permitted to bestow the least ill treat- 
ment upon his wife ; but if, on the other hand, a 
wife wasconvinced of the infidelity of her husband, 
she had a right to iailict upon him what punish- 
ment she thought properfandcouldcall upon all 
the women in the neighbourhood to assist her in 
Inflicting it. Armed with the spears and hel- 
mets of their husbands, they, proceeded to the ha- 
bitation of the delinquent, rooted up his planta- 
tions, destroyed his ergps, and havisg laid waste 
every thtQg without, they entered the dwelling 
like furies, and totally destroyed tha*: also. Woe 
to the master, who had not received timely notice 
t^ escape ! But even when a woman had no cause 
to complain of her -husband, when he simply 
ceas«d to be agreeable to her, she had nothing 
more to do than to declare to her parents that she 
would live with him no longer^ 

A writer of the last century asserts, that when 
the Grand Seignior gives his sister or his daugh- 
ter in marri9ge, he thu^ addresses ch«m : **^ I^ive 
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yen this man, tKat henceforth he may become your* 
slave ; and if he should happen to offend you, or 
disobey you, strike off his head with this scyme- 
tar*'*" The same author adds, that tKe princess 
always wears this sabre at hier side, as a symbol* 
o£ her authority. 

In other countries the laws autliorised the hus- 
bands themselves to punish the infidelity of their 
-wives. In 'Sweden and in Denmark', the husband' 
who detects his wife in adultery, may with impu- - 
nity slay her on the spot, and incapaci|ate'the se- 
ducer from ever again comnritting the same crime. 
Among some of die Tartar tribes the husband' 
often sacrifices the life of his wife to the slightest . 
suspicion of infidelity ; and nothing more than 
suspicion- is necessary to induce many of the 
oriental chiefs to bury their wives and concu- 
bines up to the chin,and then leavethem-to endure 
avlong and painful agony before they dici When 
the Grand Seignior suspects ary of his women, hie 
causes thorn to be sev^ed up in a sack and thrown 
into a canal. Among the Germans, when a hus- 
band detects his wife in adultery, he cuts off her 
hair in the presence of her parents, drives her 
quite naked out of his house, and whips her 
tlirough the streets of the city. The Chinese, 
among whom the sense of honour is less power- 
ful, coolly sell their unfaithful wives to the slave 
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xoerchants. In Lçulsias^» in Pegucyat Slain» 
znd in Cochin-China, on the other hand, adultery 
is an honourable distinction. The inhabitants 
offer their wives tq strangers, and consider a re* 
fusal of theb favours as an insmlt to the beauties 
of their wives. 

Herodotus mentions a people called Gendanes, 
whose women boasted of their lewdness. The cus- 
tom of their country authorised them to add: a 
flounce or border 'to their garment, for every 
lover upon ' whom • they had bestowed their fa- 
vours; and she who wore, the greatest- .number cf 
these flounces or borders, was the most envied by 
herown sex, and the niost admired by ours. 

If- this custom is contrary to constancy, to 
reason, and to decency, it possesses ai least a spe- 
cies of consislencynot to bemetv/ith in theconduct 
of the men of our age, who employ every means of 
seduction to deprave the women, and yet occupy 
their whole life in calumniating them. 
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